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The Energy Channel has also established its position with the 'father' organisation, the Finnish Nuclear
Society. All the Energy Channel events, both for general public, and for own members, have been well
covered in the journal of FNS. In 1998 a special issue 'Women and Nuclear Power' was published, and in
summer 2000 a special issue on 'WIN Global 2000'. Currently two members of the Energy Channel Co-
ordination group act also as Editors of the journal of FNS. The Energy Channel has also its own internet-
pages as a link from the internet-pages of the FNS.

The attitude of both the Finnish Nuclear Society and the Finnish Nuclear Utilities towards the Energy
Channel has been very positive. Although the funding received from the utilities is very important for the
events arranged by the Energy Channel, the Energy Channel is an independent expert organisation - and
it is considered as such also by the public and the media.
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Emergency preparedness is the set of measures which aim to find out and to get a potential control of
incidents and accidents at nuclear installations, and to find out and to mitigate releases of radioactive
materials into environment when they are used or transported.

At the national level the Governmental Commission for Radiation Accident (KRH SR) is responsible for
the emergency preparedness. Their members are from Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Economy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Transportation, Posts, and Telecommunications,
Ministry of Defence, and institutions participating in the emergency planning, including Nuclear
Regulatory Authority of the Slovak Republic (UJD). The UJD Chairman is the Vice-Chairman of this
Commission.

At the international level, UJD closely co-operates in the area of emergency planning. UJD has signed
agreements on co-operation with all neighbouring countries, IAEA and some countries of European
Union.

The protection against the uncontrolled release of radioactive materials to the environment is a basic
principle of the nuclear safety. Accidents in industry enterprises have besides tragic consequences very
often an adverse impact to the environment. In most cases the members of emergency commissions or
environment experts can only make a supplementary statement:
"If the system of early notification and also the system of accident monitoring with possibility of
prognosis would exist the emergency measures could be more efficient, consequences substantially more
moderate and impact to the environment might not be so severe".

Already the design of nuclear facility takes into account a set of transients and possible failures, which
should be managed by the technique and personnel of nuclear installation in a safe way. In spite of this
some small risk exists that the event at the nuclear facility with possible release of radioactive materials
on site of nuclear facility or to its vicinity would not be coped with.

That is why it is necessary to carry out such arrangements which either will prevent the release of
radioactive materials to the environment or will restrict given release and minimise the impact of
radioactive materials to the environment and to population in the vicinity of nuclear power plant. The set
of such arrangements is called an emergency planning. The objective of the emergency planning is to
suggest optimum organisational and technical measures to restrict the threat or to eliminate the menace to
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the population in case of incident or accident at nuclear facility.

The emergency plan is activated and executed through the set of emergency procedures, which lay down
basic activities of the UJD during the emergency situations. These activities are executed within the
responsibility area of the UJD in compliance with legislation regulations. The assessment of the course
and consequences of serious incidents and accidents of nuclear installations is carried out by the
Emergency Response Centre (KKC) establish in 1995 by UJD, which manages its activities by the
Emergency Plan. The Emergency Plan of UJD is the set of technical and organisation measures with the
aim to propose optimal measures for protection of population and environment.

The UJD- Department of Emergency Management and Informatics has an unreplacable role in the
structure of emergency response. The Emergency Response Centre is its organisational part. The above
mentioned operational expert group of National Emergency Commission is also working in this room.
The UJD is a contact point of the Slovak Republic with the IAEA in frame of convention on early
notification of nuclear accidents. The same is valid for bilateral agreements between the Slovak Republic
and Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Poland and Ukraine. Uninterrupted 24 hours duty
service of the contact point is assured for the UJD by the Office of Civil Protection of Ministry of
Interior.

In order to fulfil the tasks of the emergency planning UJD established its Emergency Response Group,
which consists of four professional teams:
1. Reactor safety group
2. Radiation protection group
3. Logistic group
4. Information group

Information Group consists of the head of Group, the report analysis experts and news service experts.
The other members are from the Emergency Preparedness Department and other staff members from
UJD. The information group is responsible for public information as well as for informing the authorities.
The Information Centre is situated closely to the Emergency Response Centre; it intended to be used
both during emergency drills as well as during real emergencies. The information group gathers, co-
ordinates and prepares all pieces of information in compliance with commitments of the Slovak Republic
and international agreements as well as the information for media and public.

Information group was in all these exercises responsible for co-ordination the technical briefing material
prepared by the Reactor Safety Group and Radiological Assessment Group. This material was used as the
basis for report to the Chairman of UJD, attending the National Emergency Commission for Radiation
Accidents and for information to the media. The Information Group was also preparing messages, which
were sent to international bodies such as IAEA and, to neighbouring countries as a part of Slovak
Republic bilateral arrangements.

The endeavour of the UJD is to create in the emergency response centre such a room, logistic, hardware
and software base that the emergency headquarters could act timely and operatively. The protection
measures proposed by the emergency headquarters, however, can be realised neither by the emergency
headquarters nor by the UJD - it has no executive power in this area. That is why the emergency
headquarters prepares, in co-operation with the operative expert group of the National Commission for
Nuclear Accidents, optimum measures to cope with the situation and submits them to the National
Emergency Commission for Radiation accidents, which co-ordinates realisation of protective measures on
the national level.

Based on experience gained during the exercises up to the present time, recommendations of international
missions and in compliance with international projects the UJD continues in upgrading of the quality and
completion of the emergency response centre equipment. The equipment, hardware and software as well
as the emergency procedures necessary for activities of the emergency headquarters are innovated and
improved. During this activities the UJD narrowly co-operates and exchanges the experience with
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countries of European Union.

The emergency preparedness is verified by various types emergency exercises at national as well as
international level.

In order to achieve higher level of emergency preparedness the effort made by the UJD is not only to gain
but also to share the knowledge and experience to these that only built their emergency response centres.
Therefore the UJD invites the workers of other regulatory authorities for short scientific visits or, on the
contrary, the members of emergency headquarters train the workers of emergency headquarters of other
countries. It can be considered as a significant expression of confidence and at the same time the
appreciation of the IAEA of quality of results achieved and acceptance of qualification and high level
professional level of the UJD staff.
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Since 1996, currently in May, the NucWorkers are running a 350 km length MaxiMarathon, somewhere
in Europe. Those runners, ambassadors for their colleagues of nuclear industry, want remind to the public
and to the decision makers the many advantages, for the environment protection, jobs creation and
energetic independence of nuclear energy.

The target of this event is the media, and, via the media, public opinion, a target that is hard to reach. The
objective is very clear: to convert an event, which conveys a positive image of the nuclear industry, its
workers, skills and job opportunities into a media success.

Public opinion must realise that behind the design, building, operation and maintenance of all nuclear
industry installations are men and women who take pride in their technical and industrial achievements,
assume the responsibility for them, there are competent and serious women and men, and deserve to be
trusted. The involvement in the job of regaining public sympathy is essential. Nuclear professionals are
strong because they are the men and women who produce nuclear energy day to days, who build its
success and who assume the risks. The credibility of nuclear professionals in the public eye is intact. This
is why this involvement in the fight to win back public opinion is essential.

For too long, nuclear industry professionals have failed to respond to the constant onslaught on their
industry by the sensationalist media. This must change, but their reaction must be calm, peaceful yet
forceful. The aim of the event, presenting nuclear people in a sporting context, with a strongly positive
connotation, is to modify the negative image that the media too often give of the nuclear industry. This
event should also demonstrate to the policy-makers that the NucWorkers represent a resource and a will
with which they have to reckon, as it is the practice in every modern democracy.

In 2001, over 1000 athletes, all of them nuclear industry workers, have arranged to meet to run from
Smolensk to Moscow, relaying each other over the total distance of 350 km (215 miles). By undertaking
this sporting endeavour the world's nuclear industry workers will be ambassadors bearing a message of
peace and harmony, of technical progress shared by all, of the success of the nuclear power industry. The
message is also a reminder of the multiple advantages of nuclear energy in terms of environmental
protection, job creation, and the satisfaction of the world's energy requirements.

Since 1996, Nuclear Maximarathons were run in the following countries :
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