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1. Overview of the Energy Channel -history and present
Energy Channel distributes information on energy matters, radiation and radioactivity to decision makers
and other citizen groups, especially women. The information is distributed by organising seminars, giving
lectures, producing information material, guiding visits to nuclear sites and also to some extent, by giving
interviews in the media.

The Energy Channel was founded in spring 1990 by seven active women working in the nuclear field
(Tuula Auvinen, Lena Hansson, Marke Heininen, Anna-Maija Kosonen, Anneli Nikula, Kathe Sarparanta
and Sirpa Vertanen). It has been established as a working group of the Finnish Nuclear Society (FNS). It
has at present some 70 members. Approximately 40 of the members are also members of the WIN
organisation.

The Energy Channel markets its seminars and lectures through direct contacts and through the National
Council of Women of Finland. It continues to maintain contacts with teacher organisations and political
decision-makers. It organises training for the members, too. The actions of the Energy Channel are
organised and realised mainly by the active core - the Co-ordination group consisting of 6-10 members of
Energy Channel.

2. Highlights of major events organised

2.1 "Radiating Woman"-seminars
The First "Radiating Woman" seminar was organised in 1997 with theme "Energy & Environment"; in
1998 the theme was "Radiation & Environment"; in 1999 the seminar theme was "Future Risks" and in
2000 the seminar was arranged with theme " Woman-Energy-Welfare". Greetings from the Finnish
Parliament to the seminars have been brought e.g. by the Speaker Riitta Uosukainen, MPs Leena
Luhtanen and Irja Tulonen and by MEP Marjo Matikainen, who is also an Energy Channel member. In
2000 the greetings were given by Minister of Trade and Industry Sinikka Monkare.

Throughout the years the body of the seminars have consisted of 2-3 high level lectures held by leading
female Finnish experts. During the last two years, the programme of the seminar have concluded with a
lecture related to theme of the seminar from the viewpoint of arts, such as "How Radiation Can Help in
Finding Out the Authenticity of Paintings" and "Female Energy and Energetic Women in the History of
Finnish Popular Music since 1920's".

The target audiences of the "Radiating Woman" seminars are the Finnish female decision makers and
opinion leaders. The seminar has been attended yearly by some 100-150 women. The audience has
traditionally been a gathering of decision makers from both the private and public sectors, representatives
of the media, representatives of various female organisations, teachers and researchers. The invitations to
the seminar are distributed via the Federation of the Finnish Societies for Women. Thus, the seminar is
open also to the so-called opponents of the nuclear energy. Consequently, the seminar has been attended
yearly also by some (2 to 6) 'opponents', who have been very active in commenting both the lecture-
related and non-related matters. Their views have always been overruled by counter-comments from the
majority of the audience.
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The seminar has traditionally been followed by a cocktail party that allows further discussion on the
themes of the seminar.

2.2 Yearly seminar with the Finnish Nuclear Society
Yearly seminars with the Finnish Nuclear Society have become also a kind of 'tradition'. The theme of
the seminar is selected according to the relevant topics in the Finnish nuclear field. In 1999 the themes of
the seminar were the Energy Policy of Finnish Government and the Posiva's Environmental Impact
Assessment of Final Repository of Spent Fuel. The seminar included two lectures and a panel that was
attended by three Members of Parliament representing views of our political parties both in favour and
against nuclear power. Some 50 members, both female and male, of the Finnish Nuclear Society typically
attend these yearly seminars.

2.3 Seminars for the members of Energy Channel
Internal 'training' for the members of the Energy Channel has been arranged throughout the existence of
the Energy Channel. This has been realised either as lectures given to the members, or as visits to power
plants, both nuclear and non-nuclear, research facilities, etc. The internal seminars have been attended
typically by some 10-30 of the 70 members of the Energy Channel.

2.4 Guiding visits to nuclear power plants, lectures, brochures
The Energy Channel has volunteered to Guide visits of interested female associations to Finnish nuclear
power plants and related facilities. This has had a good response, and several visits have been guided,
mainly by some active members of the co-ordination group.

During the past 10 years the Energy Channel has distributed information on energy matters, radiation and
radioactivity to decision makers and other citizen groups, especially to women. Lectures have been held
to pupils, students in technical schools and universities and to different groups of women (societies,
teachers, political groups of women etc.).

The most recent information material is a series of brochures titled "Radiating Women". In these
brochures the information is given in a 'magazine-type' format with interviews and photos of those
interviewed.

2.5 Organisation of International Events
The Energy Channel had the honour to organise the WIN Global 2000 Meeting in Helsinki last June. The
meeting was attended by some 80 nuclear women from all over the world. The event had a very good
media coverage, in particular in the local media of the nuclear sites visited.

The Energy Channel arranged an international meeting and seminar in 1992 for women interested in the
Women in Nuclear -project of the ENS. This meeting has been considered as the kick-off of the
international WIN organisation.

3. Visibility of Energy Channel and Public Response

The aim of the Energy Channel is to profile itself as an reliable group of experts to whom those in need of
information can turn to. Thus, our effectiveness is not so much measured in big headlines than in the
number of contacts arisen from our seminars, information material and guided visits.

The most visible yearly event is the "Radiating Woman" seminar. It has become a tradition that is awaited
for by our audience. The seminar has been covered yearly both in national and local press in various
extent. An important offspring of the seminar have been the TV, radio and press interviews of former
chairperson of Energy Channel, Ms. Anneli Nikula.

By subjective judgement the response of general public to lectures, information material and guided visits
has been very positive.
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The Energy Channel has also established its position with the 'father' organisation, the Finnish Nuclear
Society. All the Energy Channel events, both for general public, and for own members, have been well
covered in the journal of FNS. In 1998 a special issue 'Women and Nuclear Power' was published, and in
summer 2000 a special issue on 'WIN Global 2000'. Currently two members of the Energy Channel Co-
ordination group act also as Editors of the journal of FNS. The Energy Channel has also its own internet-
pages as a link from the internet-pages of the FNS.

The attitude of both the Finnish Nuclear Society and the Finnish Nuclear Utilities towards the Energy
Channel has been very positive. Although the funding received from the utilities is very important for the
events arranged by the Energy Channel, the Energy Channel is an independent expert organisation - and
it is considered as such also by the public and the media.
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Emergency preparedness is the set of measures which aim to find out and to get a potential control of
incidents and accidents at nuclear installations, and to find out and to mitigate releases of radioactive
materials into environment when they are used or transported.

At the national level the Governmental Commission for Radiation Accident (KRH SR) is responsible for
the emergency preparedness. Their members are from Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Economy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Transportation, Posts, and Telecommunications,
Ministry of Defence, and institutions participating in the emergency planning, including Nuclear
Regulatory Authority of the Slovak Republic (UJD). The UJD Chairman is the Vice-Chairman of this
Commission.

At the international level, UJD closely co-operates in the area of emergency planning. UJD has signed
agreements on co-operation with all neighbouring countries, IAEA and some countries of European
Union.

The protection against the uncontrolled release of radioactive materials to the environment is a basic
principle of the nuclear safety. Accidents in industry enterprises have besides tragic consequences very
often an adverse impact to the environment. In most cases the members of emergency commissions or
environment experts can only make a supplementary statement:
"If the system of early notification and also the system of accident monitoring with possibility of
prognosis would exist the emergency measures could be more efficient, consequences substantially more
moderate and impact to the environment might not be so severe".

Already the design of nuclear facility takes into account a set of transients and possible failures, which
should be managed by the technique and personnel of nuclear installation in a safe way. In spite of this
some small risk exists that the event at the nuclear facility with possible release of radioactive materials
on site of nuclear facility or to its vicinity would not be coped with.

That is why it is necessary to carry out such arrangements which either will prevent the release of
radioactive materials to the environment or will restrict given release and minimise the impact of
radioactive materials to the environment and to population in the vicinity of nuclear power plant. The set
of such arrangements is called an emergency planning. The objective of the emergency planning is to
suggest optimum organisational and technical measures to restrict the threat or to eliminate the menace to
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