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Conclusion
Of course the list of the web sites of the Hungarian organisations active in nuclear field cannot be
complete as it is a continuously evolving area. Nevertheless one can see that the players realised the
importance of the challenge given by the Internet. While considerable effort is needed to maintain and
refresh the web site it also gives a unique opportunity to disseminate information with unusual speed and
effectiveness.
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The Chernobyl tragedy is the largest radiological catastrophe that has ever occurred on this planet. The
radioactive blow-outs after the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant catastrophe reached many states. The
largest amount of them (according to experts' estimations - 70 %) fell out on the Belarus territory.

The estimation of radioecological, medico-biological, economic and social consequences of the
Chernobyl catastrophe has shown that unimaginable damage was incurred on Belarus and its territory
became the zone of ecological calamity.

More than 14 years have passed since the Chernobyl NPP accident but some of the problems born by the
catastrophe have not been solved, in spite of all the measures undertaken, but in some realms they have
become even worse. This is bound up, first of all, with a high collective dosage absorbed by the
population, with difficulties in forecasting and prophylactics of remote radiological effects, with
ecological and economic crisis. The consequences of the disaster greatly affect all the aspects of vital
activities of the affected regions and the state as a whole.

There have been revealed the destructive tendencies in all spheres of the life activity of people who
experienced radiation effects. The processes of social adaptation and socio-psychological support of the
population inhabiting the radionuclides contaminated territory and resettled as well, require considerable
optimisation .

Negative factors of the Chernobyl catastrophe, which are significant for human health can be divided into
two groups as follows: radiation-based, directly related to influence of ionising radiation and non-
radiation based, related to changes in habitat and prolonged psychological stress.

The specific peculiarities of psychogenic disorders caused by the catastrophe are determined by the
following reasons:
• insufficient knowledge of radiation effects;
• constant apprehension for the health and well-being of themselves and their families, especially

children;
• unexpected change of the life stereotype (forced resettlement, the break of the former life, changing

the place and the character of work, etc.);
• the necessity of constant keeping precaution measures and prophylactic medical examinations;
• acknowledgement dissonance connected with information about the radiation situation and the

possible negative consequences as well;
• complex character of the effect of different factors;
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Besides, the economic crisis in the republic has put the radioactively contaminated areas into especially
complicated socio-economic conditions. The common features of the crisis are especially acute there:
drop of production, population outflow from these regions, the undeveloped state of the consumer's
sector, the low level of social and medical services of the population.

All residents of the contaminated territories belong to the group of increased risk taking into account the
scale of the accident together with a complex of unfavourable factors of non-radiation nature.

After the Chernobyl disaster it became evident that adequate perception of radiation risk should be
fostered through teaching radiation safety basics to a wide range of people who influence the process of
formation of peoples opinion (e.g. teachers, doctors, agronomists, etc.) as well as through public
awareness raising.

It is of significant importance to provide population with objective and available information on
radioecological situation, radiation safety and protective measures when solving social and economical
problems.

At the first stage the population had a distrust of the information related to the consequences of the
Chernobyl NPP accident. This distrust was originally caused by concealment of many facts due to their
secrecy and also by contradictory information had to be analysed first of all by specialists and only then
discussed in public.

Therefore, population affected by "information distress" needs in true information about possibilities to
decrease radiation risks and to become aware of conditions to provide safe living on contaminated
territories.

The vast stock of scientific and practical material in the field of radiobiology, radioecology, radiation
medicine has been collected up to the present time.

Available information should be presented in a form suitable for perception by wide public. Different
categories of population (children, workers of various professional groups, pensioners) need practical
consultations and recommendations on how to provide safe life conditions.

For almost 15 years passed after the Chernobyl catastrophe the discrepancy of its estimations has not been
overcome completely. Moreover, there is a tendency for understatement of the catastrophe consequences,
bringing it down to the ordinary NPP incident. At the same time the radioecological, medico-biological,
socio-psychological, economic and other Chernobyl consequences show that the problems born by the
Chernobyl catastrophe on April 26, 1986 will remain actual for long.

The unique situation as a result of the Chernobyl NPP accident must be used completely for improving
the knowledge about the possible consequences of the similar catastrophes, for investigation and
accumulation of experience of practical realisation of protection measures complex under the conditions
of large-scale radioactive contamination of the territory. It creates good prerequisites for effective and
mutually beneficial international co-operation on overcoming of the catastrophe consequences.
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