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Internet use in Hungary
The increasing role of Internet in the dissemination of information cannot be questioned. The
organisations dealing with public information have to face with this challenge. New methods and ways
are needed in order to effectively use this opportunity. An effective communication requires certain
knowledge on the characteristics of the target group. The present situation on the Internet use in Hungary
has been studied by a number of public opinion polls. There are about 2 million personal computers in
Hungary meaning that 18-20 % of the population has access to computers. About half of them have
access to the Internet (10 % of the population), too. In Europe Hungary is the eleventh in the row
concerning the population percentage of Internet users. At the same time it is hard to define the exact
number as it is continuously increasing.

The age distribution of active users is the following:

Age group
18-29
30-44
45-59
Above 60

Active PC users
50
40
32
2

Active Internet users
30
17
12
1

The territorial distribution of active users is shown in the table:

Budapest
Cities
Villages

Active PC users
39
33
18

Active Internet users
20
15
8

From the public opinion polls it can be seen that about 49 % of active users have access to Internet at
place of work, 29 % at home and 18% at school. It is interesting to see that about 37 percent seek for
information on the Internet, 29% uses if for e-mail, 27.5% tries to find computer programs and the rest
uses it either for games or other purposes.
From the results of the polls the characteristics of the main target groups for web sites can be seen: highly
educated man or woman below the age of 35 with relatively high income living in the capital or big cities.

Hungarian organisations on the Internet
The organisations playing role in nuclear field includes nuclear facilities, research institutes, regulatory
bodies as well as civil associations. Almost all of them realised the importance of the appearance on the
Internet and have their web site.

Nuclear facilities
Among the web-sites of the Hungarian nuclear facilities the new home page of the Paks NPP
(www.npp.hu) is especially well designed and worth to visit. In the design of the web site the result of
pubic opinion polls have been taken into account and it is planned for youngsters. It is a lively, bright and
interesting site with interactive possibilities and game. The visitor can see the plant inside, can learn about
nuclear energy, fuel cycle and environmental protection. The operational data can also be seen.
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The Atomic Energy Research Institute operates the 10 MW Budapest Research Reactor. The main
features of the reactor can be found on the web site of the institute (www.kfki.hu/~aekihp/).

Information about the research possibilities of the training reactor of the Institute of Nuclear Techniques
of the Technical University of Budapest is provided on the web site (www.reak.bme.hu).

Regulatory bodies
The web site of the Hungarian Atomic Energy Authority (www.haea.gov.hu) has been renewed recently.
It contains the most important information about its role, activity, organisational structure and the
availability data of leading officials. The National Report prepared in the frame of the Convention on
Nuclear Safety and some relevant publications can also be found there. The emergency preparedness
system in Hungary is also shown. A great number of links to other organisations assist in finding
Hungarian and foreign web sites.

Research institutes
The Atomic Energy Research Institute (www.kfki.hu) is active in several fields of nuclear technology
such as reactor physics, thermal-hydraulics, health physics, simulator techniques, reactor chemistry as it
is shown on the web site.
The Institute of Nuclear Research (www.atomki.hu) operates a 20 MV cyclotron and a 5 MV Van de
Graaff accelerator, and its research activity can also be found on the web site.
The "Fodor Jozsef' National Public Health Centre, "Frederic Joliot Curie" National Research Institute for
Radiobiology and Radiohygiene (www.osski.hu) performs a wide spectrum of research including the
biological effects of radiation and radioisotopes, radiohygiene (operational and environmental),
sterilisation, detoxification etc. The web site contains information on these activities.
The Institute for Electric Power Research (www.veiki.hu) works on the field of safety analysis of nuclear
power plants, PSA and severe accidents, noise analysis, etc. The web site informs about the whole spectra
of their activity.
The Institute of Nuclear Techniques of the Technical University of Budapest (www.reak.bme.hu)
operates the training reactor, teaches nuclear technology for engineers, physicists, chemists and
environmentalists, and performs research in some specialised field. Data on the activities including PhD
possibilities are on the web site.
The Power Engineering and Contractor Co. (www.etv.hu) works in the field of design, construction,
commissioning and operating management of nuclear facilities. Its activities include waste management
(treatment, storage and disposal). The web site outlines all these activities.
The Institute for Isotope and Surface Chemistry (www.iki.kfki.hu) performs a wide variety of researches
related to the use of radioactive materials and nuclear techniques, among them a research and
development program for nuclear safeguards. They provide the expert support and the laboratory
backgrounds for the HAEA. The web site gives information on these activities.

Civil Associations
The web site of the Hungarian Nuclear Society (www.kfki.hu/~hnucsoc/hns.htm) is an interesting address
to visit as it contains not only news and information about the society and topical issues in nuclear field
but one can find data on the most famous Hungarian scientists in nuclear field, too.

The website of the Hungarian Atomforum (www.atomforum.hu) is only in Hungarian but it contains a lot
of basic and interesting information on nuclear energy. Background information on different subjects can
also be found there.

The most well known anti-nuclear group in Hungary is the Energia Klub (www.energiaklub.hu)
interested in energy policy and environmental protection. The web site describes their activity in several
fields including antinuclear activities.
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Conclusion
Of course the list of the web sites of the Hungarian organisations active in nuclear field cannot be
complete as it is a continuously evolving area. Nevertheless one can see that the players realised the
importance of the challenge given by the Internet. While considerable effort is needed to maintain and
refresh the web site it also gives a unique opportunity to disseminate information with unusual speed and
effectiveness.
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The Chernobyl tragedy is the largest radiological catastrophe that has ever occurred on this planet. The
radioactive blow-outs after the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant catastrophe reached many states. The
largest amount of them (according to experts' estimations - 70 %) fell out on the Belarus territory.

The estimation of radioecological, medico-biological, economic and social consequences of the
Chernobyl catastrophe has shown that unimaginable damage was incurred on Belarus and its territory
became the zone of ecological calamity.

More than 14 years have passed since the Chernobyl NPP accident but some of the problems born by the
catastrophe have not been solved, in spite of all the measures undertaken, but in some realms they have
become even worse. This is bound up, first of all, with a high collective dosage absorbed by the
population, with difficulties in forecasting and prophylactics of remote radiological effects, with
ecological and economic crisis. The consequences of the disaster greatly affect all the aspects of vital
activities of the affected regions and the state as a whole.

There have been revealed the destructive tendencies in all spheres of the life activity of people who
experienced radiation effects. The processes of social adaptation and socio-psychological support of the
population inhabiting the radionuclides contaminated territory and resettled as well, require considerable
optimisation .

Negative factors of the Chernobyl catastrophe, which are significant for human health can be divided into
two groups as follows: radiation-based, directly related to influence of ionising radiation and non-
radiation based, related to changes in habitat and prolonged psychological stress.

The specific peculiarities of psychogenic disorders caused by the catastrophe are determined by the
following reasons:
• insufficient knowledge of radiation effects;
• constant apprehension for the health and well-being of themselves and their families, especially

children;
• unexpected change of the life stereotype (forced resettlement, the break of the former life, changing

the place and the character of work, etc.);
• the necessity of constant keeping precaution measures and prophylactic medical examinations;
• acknowledgement dissonance connected with information about the radiation situation and the

possible negative consequences as well;
• complex character of the effect of different factors;
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