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Providing realistic and objective information for a public is yet one of the main problems of remediation
of the population, mainly the rural one, suffered after Chernobyl Accident. Therefore, the principal
objective of the TACIS pilot project "Dose Reduction in Settlements" is to disseminate knowledge of
practical methods and techniques, which can be applied by the villagers themselves, and which can
mitigate the external (and sometimes internal) exposure doses from contaminated gardens, backyards and
living areas. The clear perception of this information by general public depends on a route that is used to
deliver relevant knowledge to the population. In order to determine the effective way of knowledge
transfer and communication strategy, the survey of public opinion was carried out concerning people's
attitude towards different informational actions.
Instead of traditional model, "Stimulus—Person—Reaction", the approach has been used that proved to
be more productive. This was the following model:

Stimulus—Impact—Person
i

Response

Within the model, a subject of inquiry is not an individual, but an impact. Such approach implies
sociological study to be performed both before and after informational impact.

For the baseline survey and the secondary one, about 50 households in two villages located in Gomel
Province, Belarus have been chosen. These settlements, namely Svetilovichy and Dubovy Log, are
located in a zone of radioactive contamination of 15 through 40 Ci/km2 and have population of more than
one thousand. It is foreseen that after a baseline survey the informational actions will be introduced to
promote more thorough awareness of people as to actual contamination of their households, associated
risk and effective countermeasures, which could be applied by the villagers themselves for cleaning up
their living environment.

The informational impact will include the following actions:
• A test demonstration of effective (but inexpensive) clean-up techniques will be carried out in the

selected villages;
• Simple audio-visual and orientation materials will be prepared, tested, produced and distributed

among villagers for reinforcement;
• About 20 engineers and specialists will be familiarised with the teaching materials, and given

practical guidance on motivation and knowledge transfer.
• Several lectures to accompany demonstration and visual media will be given to local people.

With the help of a second survey, and individual interviews, changes in behaviour of people and their
attitude towards decontamination will be assessed, as well as the effectiveness of the materials and
techniques employed. The results of this assessment will be used to plan for an extension of the pilot to
other locations.

The baseline survey in the target villages was accomplished in June 2000. In Svetilovichy and Dubovy
Log, the number of interviewees was 48 and 59, respectively. Beforehand, the specific questionnaire was
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developed, discussed and produced. It contains 36 parameters and is conventionally divided into 5
sequential chapters reflecting the current thoughts of public about the following:

• Consequences of contamination;
• Methods/techniques used for decontamination of a household;
• Rules/guidelines that regulate safe living and behaviour in the contaminated territories;
• Principal sources of information;
• Perspectives.

Most of the questions had direct relevance to further project intervention. Some of them also addressed
an approach to the best type and content of visual materials to be further disseminated. Taking relatively
low educational level of the respondents into account, the "open" questions (i.e. the ones without
proposed variation of answers) were omitted to extent possible.

The results of this study allows drawing the following conclusions:
• The population does not receive the relevant information in full measure. More than one third of

the residents expresses their wish to obtain thorough information regarding radiation protection
and decontamination technologies. People do not believe that this information would scare
them.

• About 70% of the interrogated villagers showed that the Belarussian scientists and specialists
have the highest prestige with rural population. Approx. 50% of the interviewees trusts the
foreign specialists.

• Sufficiently high adaptation capability of the people has been revealed. Almost 60% of the
respondents rely upon their own strength. One third of the residents believes that either local
authorities or employers must (and will) administer aid as well.

The general outcome is that the pilot project goal, i.e. dissemination among rural population of
knowledge and experience in decontamination of living areas, may be successfully achieved.
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• establishment of two separate safety systems
• modification of systems providing safe and reliable management of both Design Basis Accidents

and Beyond Design Basis Accidents
• modification of reactor protection system to achieve failure probability less than 10'Va
• enhancement of safety and reliability in residual heat removal mode during seismic events

(Feed&Bleed in both secondary and primary systems)
• increase of reliability in safety related power supplies
• enhancement of seismic resistance and fire protection
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