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Energy on the big screen
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It was on the initiative of the Swiss Scientific Film Association that the first International Festival of
Films on Energy Lausanne (FIFEL) was held in 1986. At the end of 1990, it was taken over by the
Electricity Authority of the French-speaking Cantons (OFEL). A foundation was set up in 1991 by a
group of the different participants in the event: the Swiss Confederation, the Vaud Canton, the Lausanne
Municipality, the Federal Institute of Technology, and Eurelectric. These were joined by major energy
bodies, such as the Swiss Association for Wood Energy, the French-Swiss Electricity Board, the Gas
Industry and the Oil Union. From then on the festival elected for diversity, to become the only festival in
the world where all energy forms are taken into account without discrimination.

Organised at two yearly intervals, each festival has adopted a specific theme, and since 1994 has kicked
off with an opening lecture dealing with energy in each speaker's own terms of reference.

The next festival -henceforth Energy Film Festival Lausanne- will take place on 15th and 16th March 2001
at the Palais de Beaulieu in Lausanne during the Home and Garden Show. It will present two themes:
"Energy on Wide Screen" and "Advertising spots on Energy". These productions correspond to the widest
possible scope of cinematographic expression, ranging from the documentary, with its varying degrees of
technicality, through fiction, to cartoons for didactic purposes or fun.

Whereas the 15th March will be devoted to the screening of films in competition, the 16th March will
come to a climax with a programme organised jointly by Energy Film Festival Lausanne and the French-
Swiss Federation of Communication and Publicity (FRP). On this day, a conference and debate will be
given by renowned speakers such as Mr. Patrice Kreis, director of communication, Electricite de France
(EDF), Mr. Patrick Magd, his counterpart at Gaz de France (GDF), and the head of the disaster unit of the
State of Valais, the commander of the district police, Mr. Bernard Geiger. The focus will be on a theme of
particular concern and pertinence to all: "Natural and human disasters: communicators rising to the
crisis". This conference will be followed by the awards ceremony of the 8th Festival, during which the
winners in the different categories will receive their prizes, and the projection of the winning films.

Last but not least, another special attraction must be mentioned: productions worthy of interest from past
festivals over the years have been carefully indexed in the Festival videotheque which now boasts a
collection of no fewer than a hundred films of interest to schools, associations or researchers, but also to
the layman interested in such or such an energy form.
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