
NUCLEAR and POLITICS

Is the political pressure on nuclear a real responsibility or a sheer business? Most politicians have no idea
about the nuclear power, and if they do, it is only very misty one. It is necessary to invite them to visit
plants, discuss with them and give them clear arguments. A clear statement of an energy policy and
relying on the safe and economic advantageous nuclear power can also attract a large portion of electors
in the future.

Conclusion: We should try so that energy policy in post-communist countries got into election
programmes of each political party, since the energy mix policy cannot be tailored only for one election
period of a government, but for a time of 20 to 30 years in advance.
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Teollisuuden Voima Oy (TVO) submitted last year, on 15th November, to the Council of State an
application for a decision in principle concerning the construction of additional nuclear capacity. In this
presentation, the main messages to decision makers for the new unit are discussed. Also the studies,
which the messages are based on, are described.

According to the Finnish Nuclear Energy Act, a company considering a nuclear plant project must apply for a
decision in principle from the Government beforehand. The Government then decides whether the project is
in accordance with the overall good of the society. If the decision is positive, it needs ratification by the
Parliament. Before the Government decision, various interested parties are heard, including the municipality
of location and the Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority. The phase of statements is underway and they all
will be ready by the end of March 2001. The entire application process takes approximately 1-2 years.

The main messages
Why more nuclear power in Finland? The new nuclear power plant unit:
• replaces old fossil power plants and satisfies the need for additional demand of electricity,
• makes possible to meet the requirements of the Kyoto agreement,
• reduces the dependence on the imported energy and
• assures a stable and predictable electricity price.

The company reasons the submission of the application by their shareholders' need for additional
electricity. Several studies show that in Finland competitive additional capacity will be needed by the
2010's at the latest. The new plant unit will partly cover the need for additional capacity and replaces
ageing fossil fuel plants.

Furthermore, nuclear power, together with renewable energy sources, makes it possible to comply with
the Kyoto protocol commitments. The emission reductions have to be made as economically as possible
with regard to the national economy. Nuclear power will help efficiently to reduce the greenhouse gas
emissions. TVO wants to offer additional nuclear capacity as a means to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
when the national climate program is prepared.

In addition to fuel imports, Finland has continuously been a net importer of electricity from the Nordic
and Russian markets. The share of imported electricity was 14.3% in 1999. Electricity supply in the area
of Nordic countries is dominantly based on hydropower. The availability and the price of electricity on
this market are highly dependent on the amount of hydropower. The difference between a rainy year and

PIME2001, Evian, France 33 ENS, February 2001



NUCLEAR and POLITICS

a dry year can be as high as 74 TWh, which is almost the yearly electricity consumption in Finland, and
means an uncertainty in the security of the Finnish electricity supply.

Co-operation and message material

Messaging concerning a new nuclear power plant unit is made in co-operation with several organisations.
The most important of them, in addition to the company shareholders, are the companies which have
shown interested in the new project as well as the Finnish Energy Industries Federation (Finergy) and the
Confederation of Finnish Industry and Employers. A transparency folder 'Nuclear electricity 2000' was
put together of the messages in collaboration with the organisations. The folder was distributed to about
400 opinion leaders in the energy field.

To ensure the consistency of the messages, several interest group meetings have been held both in
Finland and abroad. Training related to messages has been arranged both for the company's own
personnel and for partners in co-operation. It has also included TV-performance training.

The most important political instances were informed about the submission of the application for decision
in principle. The application did not come as a surprise. The newsletter 'TVO News' containing the
basic messages was distributed on the day of the submission together with the press release e.g. to all
ministers, the Parliament, important interest groups and the company personnel for whom an information
meeting was also arranged.

A large amount of various kinds of material was prepared for the media. The material was available e.g.
as CD-files and on TVO's Internet website. As the information meeting began, special pages dealing with
the application were opened on TVO's website. The pages contained for example pictures of the new
unit, showing its planned location both at the Loviisa and at the Olkiluoto nuclear site. The basic
information of the contents the application could also be found on the website. Interest in nuclear power
was high at the time of the submission of the application. Today the discussion in the media has faded,
although still going on. A publicity survey was made of the newspaper articles published after the
submission of the application. The survey showed that TVO's messages had come out extremely well.

PIME200I, Evian, France 34 ENS, February 2001


