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The new program affirmed that the nuclear fuel cycle, including FBRs and Mox fuel, must remain part of
the "basic national energy policy of Japan." It also says that the FBR cycle is one of the "powerful
options" in the future energy security. Regarding Monju, the Long-term Program concludes that: "Monju
is 'the only nuclear power plant in Japan using FBR cycle technology,' and thus ' the core of the R&D'."
It also concludes that: "Monju should resume its operation as soon as possible to achieve its goal, namely,
to prove its reliability as a power plant and to establish a sodium handling technology."

6. Conclusion
The role of Monju within the framework of FBR development in the new Long-term Program for Nuclear
Energy has been a great concern for Fukui Governor in judging whether or not Monju should restart. The
conclusion of the Program, therefore, is certainly encouraging.
But a Monju restart is a long way off. The NSC's safety review is only a first step. Summing up a series of
steps foreseen for the restart, namely, one year of safety review, two years of rework and one to two years
of pre-operation, it will be nearly five years before Monju can resume its operation, or ten years from its
shutdown.

It will be a long journey yet, but we PA communicators will continue our efforts until our message
reaches not only the every corner of the local community but also throughout the country and the world,
because we believe in what Monju is going to accomplish.
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In September 1997, the Commonwealth Government of Australia announced a proposal to build a
replacement nuclear research reactor at Lucas Heights in Sydney.

Extensive public consultation, parliamentary debate and independent reports were prepared to ensure that
the new facility would meet strict international requirements, national safety and environmental
standards, and performance specifications servicing the needs of Australia - for decades to come. On 6
June 2000, Argentine company INVAP SE was announced as the preferred tenderer.

In July 2000 contracts were signed between INVAP and the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology
Organisation for the construction the replacement reactor, due to be completed in 2005. In order to retain
a strong local presence, INVAP undertook a joint venture with two of Australia's foremost heavy
construction businesses.

Briefly our new research reactor will be a replacement for our ageing - 50-plus year old - Hiflux
Australian Reactor (HIFAR). (Overheads showing replacement reactor features).

Nuclear science and technology, in Australia, is no stranger to media controversy and misinformation.
Understandably the announcement of a preferred tenderer followed by the signing of contracts, attracted
significant national and international media attention. However in the minds of the media, the issue is far
from resolved and is now a constant 'news story' in the Australian media. Baseless media stories have
made claims that the project will cost double the original estimates; question the credibility of the
contractors; and raise issues of international security. The project is currently linked with Australia's
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requirements for long term nuclear waste management and there has been an attempt to bring national
Indigenous People's issues into play.

Some of these issues have been profiled in the press internationally - and no doubt some stories have
filtered into your organisation as well.

So, just to set the record straight and give you an appropriate impression of what's 'really happening' I
would like to highlight a few issues, how ANSTO dealt with these, and what was finally reported.

As Bob Fenton of British Energy stated in his address to this conference in 1999 - "I do not know of any
journalist who has been sacked for exaggeration".

Let's have a quick look at a few 'exaggerations' experienced in the Australian media.

Overheads:
(1) Terrorists and the Sydney Olympics
(2) Budgets and costing - secret documents disclosed
(3) Argentina's constitution comes in for public scrutiny

In dealing with these, ANSTO was placed in a reactionary position. A few features of our
communications strategy which have proved successful include Letters to the Editor, retractions, media
briefings, reissue of media releases, newsletters, direct mail and staff information updates complete the
suite of ideas used.
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1. Image of nuclear energy XA04C1209

You have just said image ...

Nowadays, the image of nuclear energy is negative. It has not always been like this.
• At the beginning of the century, the medical applications of nuclear energy gave rise to a real

infatuation among the general public, so much so that the radioactive source had become the remedy
to numerous ills...

• Then came the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which evidently inspired the general public with
fear seeing which use could be made of nuclear energy.

• The oil crisis in the seventies restored somewhat the popularity of the civil applications of nuclear
energy, as this energy production source seemed to present, in the eyes of the public, all qualities
among others in terms of energy independence and efficiency (substitution of fossil energies, etc.).

• The accidents at Three-Mile-Island in 1979 and Chernobyl in 1986, will counter further development
of the civil nuclear industry.

From this moment onwards, at first in the United States and then in the other countries, arises the problem
of public acceptance of the use of nuclear energy for electricity production.
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