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capability of 9000 MW. The return to service is dependent upon several factors, not the least of which is
community acceptance of the project.

By 1997 the relationship between our company and the community near our Pickering nuclear generating
station had deteriorated significantly. Starting in mid-1997 Nuclear Public Affairs developed and
implemented a number of initiatives to regain the confidence and support of the community. We
established some key relationships, found ways of countering our anti-nuclear critics, introduced a
managed approach to our communications, learned from our successes and from our failures, and tried
several approaches to reach out to the community.

When the decision was made in 1999 to seek approval for the return to service of Pickering A our efforts
increased. We worked with our external consultants doing the public consultation for an environmental
assessment and doubled our own efforts in the community. We have seen a remarkable change in the
community as a result of our efforts. Our willingness to reach out and to try new methods has paid off.
We continue to work on one of our key business priorities - building and maintaining trusting
relationships with our site communities.
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On 28 November 2000, the European Commission adopted a Green Paper on a strategy for the security of
energy supply. A consultation and debate will follow and interested parties have the right to submit
comments relating to issues within the document. When the debate is brought to a close, a White Paper
will be issued by the European Commission, which will then be sent to the European Parliament and
Council. The White Paper will represent an official proposal reflecting all changes to the Green Paper
already issued. The European Parliament will then adopt an opinion on the White Paper, which will then
be communicated to the European Commission who in turn will adopt a draft directive or legislation. It
will again be submitted to the European Parliament and Council for approval.

Let us make no mistake. What might appear as a cumbersome process far from the grassroots
preoccupations, will in fact affect all European citizens in the end. So in this democratic consultation, it is
crucial that policies be established in an informed, educated manner. It is therefore the duty of the
industry to communicate in a transparent fashion about its benefits and drawbacks so that in the end, the
best decisions will be based on facts and not on fear.

Background
The launch of the Green Paper marks the opening of a major debate on the future of energy in Europe.
Such a debate on a European-wide level has not taken place in over 20 years. In addition, the initiative of
Commissioner de Palacio comes at a time when Europe now has an integrated energy market. The
objective is that Europe achieves much greater security of energy supply. The premise of this Green
Paper is that Europe needs a balanced energy mix, one that includes nuclear energy. The Green Paper
asks numerous questions and is a basis for beginning a public debate on the geopolitical, economic and
environmental stakes involved in securing the European Union's energy supply. "Confronted with both
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increasing external dependence and the urgency of the fight against climate change, the European Union
cannot be complacent," said Loyola de Palacio, vice-president in charge of Energy and Transport. She
added: "We have to be aware of the efforts needed and try and define a real European strategy, more
coherent and responsible: it means a wider energy supply and a genuine policy of rationalisation of
energy consumption, particularly in the building and transport sectors."

These discussions will remind everyone of the valuable contribution that nuclear energy makes to
improving security of energy supply and enhancing energy independence. The debate will also highlight
the 'clean air' credentials of nuclear - the only CCVfree way to reliably produce bulk electricity at
minimal cost to the environment." The Green Paper's technical background document states: "If existing
nuclear plants were phased out and replaced with other conventional generating plant, it would be
impossible to achieve the Kyoto objectives."

The main document stresses the need to maintain "relative autonomy" in the energy field, and states that
the medium-term contribution of nuclear power has to be the subject of an analysis, including all
elements of the debate. The Green Paper acknowledges that the EU "must retain its leading position in the
field of civil nuclear technology, in order to retain the necessary expertise and develop more efficient
fission reactors and enable fusion to become a reality". It also recommends that research into radioactive
waste management technologies should be actively continued.

One of the key questions to be raised in the forthcoming discussion will be the issue of radioactive waste.
We have the technology and the financing for the construction of deep underground repositories for high-
level wastes, and all that is needed now is the political will to actually build these facilities. This is
something politicians must now take into account.

How can the nuclear industry contribute to the debate?

Against this backdrop, less than a year lies ahead for this debate to take shape. Although this Green Paper
largely accepts nuclear energy as part of the solution, anti-nuclear groups will be pushing very hard for a
nuclear-less scenario. It is vital that we, in the industry, participate in this public debate, but it is crucial
that communication is done in a proper way. This paper will explain the main messages of the Green
Paper, its strengths and weaknesses. It will be followed by a communications strategy to be carried out by
the European nuclear industry-at-large and spread to all member states as they formally submit their input
to the European Commission's proposal.
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