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Climate change and long term energy strategies are world-scale common concerns, and decisions taken
now will have an important impact on the quality of life of our future generations. As electricity
production is one of the major CO2 sources (next to transport and domestic use of energy), nuclear can
play a role when it comes to agree on policies and measures to cut global warming - even with regard to
sensitive topics such as joint implementation, clean development mechanisms and trading.

However, before a more technical discussion on this role of nuclear can be possible, we will have to go to
a new kind of communication towards the public, politicians and the press. A communication where we
position ourselves more 'down to earth' - on the same level as those with the concerns and the prejudices.
Taken into account the lessons learned in Kyoto, Buenos Aires and Bonn, we can say that there is
especially a task for the Young Generation with regard to communication on nuclear and on energy issues
in general. As we said before, we want to do it 'in style' : without a defensive attitude and with a little bit
more pop art and philosophy added to the scientific background. We do not have the intention to go our
own way by 'starting all over again'. It is the synergy of young and older generations' ideas, beliefs and
experiences together that will make the difference. With this in mind, it was clear that - on the occasion of
COP6, and together with the colleagues of the International Nuclear Forum - the YG should again take
part in the debate, saying that nuclear is 'part of the solution'...

The Sixth Conference of the Parties (COP6) on the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change met
in The Hague (Netherlands) on November 13-24, 2000. It was expected that the final details on the
implementation of the Kyoto Protocol would be determined during this conference, so that developed
countries can start the process of ratification of the accords. It turned out different...

COP6, was it a success or failure? Well, that depends on who you are or what industry/sector you
represent. Most delegates at COP6 left the conference on the last day with a sense of disappointment.
COP6 was for most the "deal that almost was", the occasion where agreement on a number of 'crunch
issues' appeared so close, yet not close enough. Many observers measured success or failure of COP6 in
many different ways. Some felt that the conference failed because it did not reach a consensus on a
number of key political issues and it certainly failed to make any significant progress on the text, which
was to be completed by COP6.
For the nuclear industry, there is optimism. The conference was a success because no agreement is better
than exclusion. The industry received a lot of attention, that was more negative than positive, but still, it
is open for discussion. COP6 was very different from the previous COP's and SB's. There has never been
a bigger difference in perception of nuclear between 'buzz in the corridors' (based on actual positive
evolutions in some countries) on the one hand, and references in the official talks on the other hand. This
also means that the negotiations are becoming more and more complicated and that a lot of diplomacy is
necessary. Given the sensitiveness of the topic, the nuclear representatives decided to keep 'low profile' at
COP6.
For what the impact of the YG contacts with the pressure group are concerned, we foresaw COP6 to be
the turning point, and we were right. The surprise effect (COP3) is gone, the period of curiosity and
'sympathy' (COP4) and neglect (COP5) is passed and, now that the green groups see that our attendance
has an effect, they start to take us seriously. Unfortunately, this resulted in very defensive and even
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offensive positions of some green groups and individuals. The YG decided anyway to keep the open and
friendly (polite) style we always used in public and personal discussions. We - from our side - wanted to
show the necessary empathy, which is needed for constructive talks.

Although there's made some progress with regard to the perception of nuclear within the climate talks,
there is still uncertainty towards the future, and this for several reasons :

There has never been ...

- so much frustration and aggression with 'extreme' green pressure groups - with regard to nuclear - as
at COP6;

- so much difference in perception of nuclear between 'buzz in the corridors' (based on actual positive
evolutions in some countries) on the one hand, and references in the official talks on the other hand ;

- so much difference in perception of nuclear between delegation views versus (unofficial) national
government views;

so much evidence that real talks about future 'mismatch' scenario's should start as soon as possible ...
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