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Nuclear legacy: students of two atomic cities
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Battelle Memorial Institute operates the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) for the U.S.
Department of Energy. Within PNNL is the International Nuclear Safety Program (INSP) assigned to
work on improving the safe operations of 67 Soviet-designed nuclear reactors in nine countries. One
major mission of this program has been Chornobyl NPP activities, both for the operating plant, and for
the Chornobyl Shelter.

In conjunction with the activities at Chomobyl, several Battelle staff members have been living in
Slavutych (the city closest to Chornobyl) for periods of up to two years. Through these personal
relationships, Battelle began to take personal interest in students in Slavutych. In 1999 Battelle used
private funding to support 20 students from Slavutych, Ukraine; and 20 students from Richland,
Washington, U.S.A., in authoring a book called Nuclear Legacy: Students of Two Atomic Cities.

This hard-bound book was researched, and written, entirely by these 40 13-to-15-year-old students. It is
an amazing book, which describes the past, the present, and the future of two nuclear cities -- Slavutych
near Chornobyl, and Richland, near Hanford. It was written in two languages, with every article
translated into both English and Ukrainian. It was published in June, 2000, and has now sold more than
2,600 copies in 14 countries.

The book is primarily an educational publication designed to teach students how to write and publish a
book on a sensitive subject - nuclear. It is not a political statement. However, the student researched and
written articles do discuss politically sensitive nuclear topics in straightforward detail. The moving first
hand accounts through the eyes of these young people of the 1986 Chomobyl nuclear accident, and
interviews with scientists and engineers who worked on the 1940's Manhattan Project in the United
States, make the book a unique collaboration on two nuclear cultures. What started as a one-semester
project took a full year to reach fruition. Students in both countries gave their personal time through the
summer and fall of 1999.

One amazing outcome of this book has been its success at other schools in nuclear cities in Ukraine such
as Energodar (located near Zaporizhzhya NPP). Students near these other Ukrainian nuclear plants have
said they learned more from this book, about the Chornobyl accident, than they have been able to find in
their major libraries, or in the Ukrainian press.
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