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In November 1999 a radon awareness survey was conducted among Czech republic residents to 
evaluate their general awareness and the factual knowledge about radon, radon measurements 
and radon mitigation. The survey was performed by a professional agency dealing with 
sociological research on the sample of 1,000 respondents aged over 18. The quota method 
respecting the size and region of the respondents' residence, their age, sex and education level 
was chosen as a sampling method. This survey has not provided any detailed information on 
whether the respondents' knowledge is deep and structured, or it is just a chaotic mixture of 
impressions. 

Therefore, a new survey was conducted from May to November 2001. About 20 respondents, in 
whose houses the long term testing for radon levels had just been finished, were interviewed. 
The in-depth interviews had several main aims:  

a) to obtain a more detailed understanding of their general awareness and factual knowledge 
about radon; 

b) to learn more about the sources of their knowledge and of their perception of the radon 
risk; 

c) to get the information if householders accept radon remediation, and to find out what 
personal, attitudinal, or other variables could influence housholder´s decision; and  

d) to experience the direct risk communication and conceive its effectiveness. 

The interviews confirmed some results of the former quantitative study, e.g. the increasing 
knowledge correlating with the increasing education level. It has shown, that the public, 
overloaded by information, is not disposed to search actively for other information sources (e.g. 
on the Internet). People perceive their knowledge as adequate and sufficient. Their approach to 
gathering information is very passive.  

Therefore, to enhance the public understanding of radiation phenomena it is necessary to take 
effort, including the use of public media. Otherwise radioactivity remains shrouded in myths. 
These myths often lead to the underestimation of radon risk. A typical example of such 
underestimation is a contention, that there exist long-aged healthy people who live in extreme 
radon concentrations.  

Together with interviews a questionnaire with 11 presumably risky situations or practices was 
used. Among the items in the questionnaire there were two items representing radiation risk:  

- living in the house with high radon levels, and  

- operation of a nuclear power station.  

The respondents had to assign the value from 1 (least dangerous) to 3 (most dangerous) to each 
item. No correlation was found between results and age, sex or level of education. The results 
were compared with the results obtained for the group of radiation experts. These groups do not 
differ in their view of radon risk.  

 


