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Managing minor incidents -

providing information for the public

O.Joukovskaia

Belarus

In April 26, 1999, 13 years will pass since the Chernobyl accident. It is
the largest radiation catastrophe in its scale and prolonged consequences for
the Republic of Belarus.

Nearly 70% of radioactive materials released into the atmosphere as a
result of the reactor accident deposited at the territory of Belarus In
addition, 46,5 thousands of square kilometres 23% of the entire territory)
turned out to be contaminated with caesium-137 with radiation density of I
Ci/Imi'. 21 millions of people inhabited these areas in Belarus (about 20%
of population). In Ukraine contaminated areas amount to 28,5 thousands of
square kilometres 48%) and in Russia - 35,2 thousands of square
kilometres (0,5%). More than 18 thousands of square Uometres of
agricultural lands 22%) have been contaminated with radionuclides. 264
square kilometres of them have been excluded from use. The territory of the
Polesye state radiation ecological reserve, set up in the 30-40 Uometre zone
from the Chernobyl NPP 2 00 square kilometres) has been excluded from
use practically forever due to the high density of contamination. Forests of
the Republic have been contaminated to a considerable extent - more than
20 thousands of square kilometres, or almost 30% of the entire tract of
forests. Realising the global character of the catastrophe, adverse effects to
health of population the Supreme Soviet of the Republic declared the
territory to be a zone of ecological disaster.

The Chernobyl catastrophe ad the post-Chernobyl processes led a
large break of in lifestyle, values, orientations and everyday behaviour of the
people on the contaminated territories. AR these destructive changes are
deflected as an anxious state due to the fear for children health status (more
than 70% of people are worried about their children health status and more
than 45% are concerned about their on health status). As the time goes on,
anxiety is not decreasing, but rather increasing. Residents of the
contaminated regions are characterised by a high level of psychological
stress which is related with two factors: the general socioeconomic tension
in the Republic of Belarus and presence of radioactive contamination of
Chernobyl origin. Both factors do interact between one another. Thus,
psychological consequences of the accident are connected not only with real
contamination of the environment but also with the actions of the decisions
makers, information of the mass media. The cause of the stress within
population is not a real event which happened before the eyes of people (fire
on the Chernobyl NPP, explosion of the reactor core, death in the result of
the burns etc.). The cause rests with the comprehension of information. This
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permits considering the stress of the population after the accident at the
Chemobyl NPP as an informational" stress.

The information stress calls for adequate activities aimed at reducing
adverse consequences of its impact on health of the public. In so doing, one
of the leading tasks of information rehabilitation of the people affected by the
Chemobyl disaster is a problem of their realizing the fact it is possible to live
in the affected territories. It is of utmost importance to help man correctly
evaluate a level of real and imaginary threats which life after Chemobyl is
fraught with, to give him/her an opportunity to thoughtfully opt for his/her
line of behavior, prevent an individual from developing in such a direction
that could result in a real threat to physical health. To achieve this goal, it
is needed to design a model of an effective system of informatively
influencing human's mind, given peculiarities of the present stage of the
republic's development and features of its evolution under the post-
Chemobyl conditions. To provide the public with real and objective
information is a forefront problem while resolving these tasks. In this
situation it is very important to define the most effective forms and ways of
informing the public, to find out a degree to which people trust whatever
information.

To that end in 1997 conducted a sociological survey among attendees
of re-training courses in the field of radiation control (employees of the
Ministry of Health, Belarus Consumers' Cooperation Union, Ministry of
Agriculture and Foodstuffs, those of Chemobyl divisions of district and
region executive committees). It has been revealed that 27 of the
respondents trust information of local authorities; Radio and television -
7.2%; foreign scientists - 51.1%; belarussian scientists and specialists -
51.6% of the respondents. 82.5% of the responders think that the population
is insufficiently informed about the questions of safe activity. Information on
radio-ecological problems threatens only 72% of the respondents. This kind
of information stimulate others to find recommendations on safe activity
provision, to understand the situation. As a result of the investigation one
can draw a conclusion that the current system of public informing on the
Chernobyl problem is insufficient and ineffective, since on the background of
a high interest to this problem one can notice a decrease in trust to the
majority of information sources, which leads to blocking of adequate
perception of the information provided.

Bearing this in mind one must:

1. attract specialists working on the affected territories,
specialists of radiation control network, doctors, teachers,
journalists to information work with population of the affected
territories;

2. organise open information data banks reachable for
population, specialists, organisations;
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3. organise and conduct briefings for mass media
representatives (permanent seminar or workshop for mass media
representatives);

4. conduct permanent monitoring of situation in the information
sector and informing of population on the questions of overcoming
of the Chernobyl NPP catastrophe consequences and safety life style
provision;

5. begin educational work among the population on radiation
and ecological safety.

The exposed facts must be taken into consideration during planning
and implementation of actions aimed at provision of safe activity of
population.
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