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NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

Bulawayo (BUL), which is the National Analysis Center, is going to be the National Data Centre. However, it
should be noted the station has been operating as a WWSSN station since its commissioning in February 1963
by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey. So, on matters on regional cooperation, we have been and will
continue to participate.

The auxiliary station, AS 120, is expected to be operational by the end of the year. We are very grateful for the
PTS for setting up the station. This is a welcome move because it is coming on the scene at a time when we are
struggling to resuscitate the network.

With the IMS data and IDC products readily available, the following developments will take place:

a. A marked improvement in earthquake monitoring station network in Zimbabwe.
b. Seismological research on crustal structure in Zimbabwe to best understand the tectonics of the region.
c. Being a National Data Centre, a valuable seismic data bank will be set up from which building codes,

hazards estimates and seismic risk factors may be calculated.

The CTBT verification technologies require expertise and highly qualified manpower for its effective operation.
Training in the verification technologies will be required to ensure reliable transfer of knowledge and thus fos-
ter a fuller participation in the verification regime. Three members of our staff have attended some of the cours-
es. We believe that the more the technological tools provided by PTS are understood, the better we use them and
derive benefits available.

Goetz Observatory is basically a meteorological station carrying out routine meteorological observations in
addition to earthquake monitoring. The application of some of the verification technologies will open more
spheres for atmospheric studies.

Regional Cooperation

The East and Southern Africa Working Group (ESAWORG), of which the host country is a member, is a case in
point. It was formed in 1993 for the purpose of producing bulletins of earthquake events occurring in the East
and Southern Africa region and also to promote the activities of scientists in the region. The group is still active.
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The coming on the scene by CTBT with its aims and objectives will further cement cooperation in the group and
then eventually in the region. The verification related technologies, once understood and appreciated, will
encourage communication among member States and by doing so, cooperation, though on a bilateral level, is
enhanced.

The formation of Regional Data Centres, in our view, is necessary. These could be significant interaction media
for data sharing, discussions of common problems related to the verification technologies, scientific research,
training programmes and coordination of seminars.

In conclusion, the PTS has a central role to play in such developments by providing technical support, help and
guidance.


