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 The protection of workers and the public from ionising radiation, and the 
control of the use of radioactive materials in Israel, are founded on basic legislation in 
the form of orders, acts, decrees and codes of practice. The responsibilities for 
licensing, inspection and enforcement are shared among several ministries, 
administrative authorities and professional bodies, including the Ministry of Labor and 
Social Affairs (MOLSA)*, the Ministry of the Environment (MOE), the Ministry of 
Health (MOH) and the Israel Atomic Energy Commission (IAEC). 

 
  Licenses for the purchase, distribution, transport and application of radioactive 
materials and radiation machines are issued by Chief Radiation Executives (CRE) 
appointed by the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health. Each of 
these CREs acts in his fields of authority. 

 
 All aspects of occupational radiation protection, including radiation safety 
measures at working premises, training of radiation workers, personal monitoring, 
medical surveillance of workers etc, and periodical inspections of radiation safety 
conditions at working premises are handled by the occupational hygiene inspectorate 
of the MOLSA. 

 
 To harmonize the activities of the diverse ministries in the field of radiation 
protection, the general directors of the ministries established a Radiation Protection 
Coordinating Board (RPCB) consisting of high-ranking officials in these ministries.  

 
 The RPCB appointed in 1996 a professional body called the Israeli National 
Professional Advisory Committee on Radiation Protection (ACRP).  
 
       The task of the ACRP is to advise the ministries and governmental bodies and to 
provide them with professional assistance in all theoretical, administrative and 
practical aspects related to protection of the workers and the public from ionising 
radiation. 
 
        The ACRP is composed of 8-10 experts in various fields of radiation protection 
sciences and technologies. The CREs in the MOH and the MOE as well as the chief 
radiation Inspector in the MOLSA (CRI) are members of the ACRP ex-officio. The 
Chairmen of ACRP is a senior radiation protection expert from the IAEC.  
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 The ACRP holds 8-12 meetings in a year. At these meetings the radiation 
protection issues raised by its members or referred by the CREs and the CRI are 
deliberated. Recommendations and decisions are usually reached by consensus. In 
special cases votes are taken. 
 
 The ACRP reports to the RPCB, which translates the ACRP's recommendations 
and decisions into administrative and practical guidance to be implemented by the 
ministries.  
 
 The Charter and the activities of the ACRP during the period 1996-2003 will be 
presented.  The presentation will relate to some of the major radiation protection issues 
handled by the ACRP during the above-mentioned period.  

 
These include: 
♦ Draft new regulations related to radiation protection (safe transport of 

radioactive materials, radioactive waste disposal storage of radioactive material 
and others) 

♦ New versions of existing regulations (to adapt them to the 1996 BSS) 
♦ Protection of the public and the worker from radon in buildings. 
♦ Protection of the patient from ionising radiation in medical exposure. 
♦ Codes of practice for the inspection of radiation safety provisions in working 

premises. 
♦ Training of radiation safety supervisors. 
♦ Accreditation of radiation safety inspectors. 
 
 Most members of the ACRP and of the RPCB believe that the mandate and 
membership of the committee should be expanded to cover non-ionizing radiations (e.g. 
RF, ELF, UV, lasers) the control of which in Israel is also under the jurisdiction of the 
same ministries. The issue has not yet been resolved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Since 2003, the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Employment (MICE) 

 

 

 


