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HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

At present, according to our results so far, we have teamed that this project has an important
social component which we have to take into account. The characteristics of the population in
the nearby of reservoir Guri and the changes in the circumstances economic, politic and social
of this country are causing quickly and severely modifications on the living conditions of that
people.

It is a reality that these changes can occur in a sensible manner between the time we collect
the information and when the data arrives finally to the institutions.

The communities included in this project are represented by social groups consolidated for
more than 200 years so even if we may observe changes in their living conditions, it is
intrinsic to them the presence of subjective structures that impose both individual and group
behaviors that some time do not agree with the planner interest.

On the other hand we believe that was obtained a very important information related to the
socioeconomic situation of the two populated centers sampled and on the habits of fish
consuming. In addition, we did an approximation of the total population in these localities. In
the future we have to do the same with the other communities because of the lack information
up to date. The 2001 census will be available next year.

We have now the selected homes and individuals to start working with the next steps of the
project.

In the framework of the project we promote several meeting in order to design an
intercalibration program among different laboratories for metal analysis. Actually these labs
are filling in a simple questionnaire to harmonize the program. This activity has had the
acceptance of the Pan-American Sanitary Office, Regional Office of the World Health
Organization in Venezuela.
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