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ABSTRACT

This paper presents an overview of the national approaches to physical protection of nuclear
materials in Central Eastern Europe (CEE), with an emphasis on Poland. Soviet influence in
the past led to inadequate safety culture in nuclear activities and insufficient security of
nuclear materials and facilities in the region. In the centralized economies all aspects of
nuclear activities, including ownership of the nuclear facilities, were the responsibility of the
state with no clear separation between regulating and promoting functions. During the last
decade a significant progress has been made in the region to clean up the legacy of the past
and to improve practices in physical protection of nuclear materials.

The countries of Central Eastern Europe have had many similar deficiencies in nuclear field
and problems to overcome, but cannot be viewed as a uniform block. There are local
variations within the region in a size of nuclear activities, formulated respective regulations
and adopted measures to secure nuclear materials and facilities. Nevertheless, all twelve
nations, with nuclear reactors and without nuclear facilities, have joined the Convention on
the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material and most of them declare that they have followed
the IAEA recommendations INFCIRC/225/Rev.4 to elaborate and implement their physical
protection systems of nuclear materials and facilities.

The largest request for an international advisory mission (IPPAS) to review states' physical
protection systems and to address needs for improvement was received from the countries
of Central Eastern Europe. Poland belongs to the beneficiaries where the IPPAS mission and
later follow-up consultations resulted in physical protection upgrade of the research reactor
under the IAEAIUS/UK technical assistance project.

A powerful incentive to the progress made in a number of CEE countries was the goal of
accession to the European Union. The physical protection of nuclear materials is mainly the
responsibility of the governments, but the political will to remedy national situation by
referring to the western relevant standards contributed to the outcome. However, an
increased awareness of the states comes across limited financial resources and no all
countries in this region can afford to address their problems sooner.
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