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ABSTRACT

The attacks of 9/11 against the WTC and the Pentagon have made western society aware of
the threat potential, which international terrorism presents to the open and democratic
societies of the West. The new international terrorism is substantially different from the
traditional form terrorism, which our societies has experienced in the past.

The arms of traditional terrorism were bombs and guns and the victims were mostly clearly
defined targets and its political and ideological motives were known. The terrorists assumed
responsibility and there was an interest and scope for political negotiation. Terrorist groups
had a vertical structure with a hierarchy.

The new international terrorism is organised in a horizontal way and its structure is
amorphous. Terrorist groups act in an autonomous way and linked by a rather loose network.
International terrorism makes full use of modern communication systems and seek to equip
themselves with the best armament available including WMDs, provided they can get hold of
them. Their target are no longer individuals, but the modern western society. They aim at a
maximum number of victims in order to get maximum media attention and to destabilise the
targeted society. The motives of terrorist groups are religious or ideological. A terrorist attack
represents for those terrorists a religious, nearly sacral act, including self sacrifice.

Today, the main challenge for the open, democratic and modern society represents the
network of Islamic Fundamentalists. Islamic terrorism has been active mainly in Islamic
countries with the aim to overthrow westernised forms of government, mainly in Egypt and
Algeria. In the early 1 990's, the network of Islamic terror groups has been built up and the al-
Qaida was formed. AI-Qaida is a network of Islamic terror groups and a platform for co-
operation and support of Islamic cells. It provides. training, arms, finances, etc.. AI-Qaida
supported the Taliban regime, which provided it wifh a territorial base. This territorial basis
has been destroyed by the successful US operation in Afghanistan, but the network
continues to exist and to work. It has cells in over 50 countries, including most European
countries and the US.
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