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ABSTRACT

The paper contains a short general presentation of Europol and of its links to the various
agencies dealing with combating the illicit trafficking of radioactive substances, inside and
outside the European Union.

The main difficulties we have to face in this mission are from various origins. The collection
of intelligence, from both law-enforcement and scientific sides, seems to be the most efficient
way to detect smuggling networks. The necessary co-operation between these two
communities is a challenge for both parties, but its beginnings are encouraging. However,
multiple constraints still remain that hamper the process. Europol commits itself to bridging
the gap between police or intelligence agencies and the nuclear scientific community, and
plans to increase its involvement in the near future, by organizing training sessions for law-
enforcement personnel in co-operation with our partners.

Europol is also busy with producing threat assessments and possible scenarios of terrorist
attacks, which also show that, in a general manner, the collection of intelligence on the
criminal groups or individuals, modus operandi, or smuggling routes is a much more efficient
way of prevention than the on-site physical protection, even if this latter method is
indispensable.

But, if despite preventive actions, a terrorist attack using mass destruction weapons actually
occurs, its effects would be lessened by an appropriate reaction of the concerned authorities.
That is why our organization is also involved in a process of awareness of our Member
States, as only a few of them have set up a response capability in this domain.
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