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ABSTRACT

In the wake of the September 1 ,thterrorists attacks, The Office of International Material
Protection and Cooperation is responding to the international community's call to strengthen
a global response to the serious challenge of securing nuclear material with the aim of
preventing nuclear terrorism. Recent events underline the urgency to proactively address
the threat posed by insufficiently secured nuclear material . The sobering reality is that, at
present, the threat is disproportional to international efforts to mitigate and stop the
proliferation of nuclear materials. The potential consequences of failing to address
deficiencies in security systems, or for that matter aiming at anything below 'comprehensive'
nuclear material security' is a horrifying reminder of the incredible challenge that we are
facing. Against this backdrop, our Office has undertaken a comprehensive program review
and is making all possible efforts to expand, accelerate and innovate our physical protection
approach.' The presentation that propose to deliver will provide an overview of our new
thinking regarding the vulnerability of nuclear/radioactive material post 9-1 1, touch on some
of the obstacles that we are experiencing, and outline the steps that we are aggressively
pursuing with the aim of achieving real threat reduction.

My presentation will begin with a look at the success and knowledge gained from the bilateral
Material Protection, Control and Accounting (MPC&A) cooperation between the United
States and the Russian Federation and use this as a platform from which to launch a wider
discussion on international efforts to strengthen practices for protecting nuclear material. 
will examine lessons learned from our cooperation in relation to their applicability to today's
security challenges and will outline how we are expanding on our traditional mission to
address emerging threats. wi1h discuss programmatic efforts to bolster traditional, first ine
of defence security (chains, gates, alarms, fences, etc ..), while at the same time expanding

N ~our 'second line of defence' strategy through the development of capabilities to monitor and
track the movement of nuclear and radioactive materials.
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