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ABSTRACT

In the last decade, substantial progress has been made in improving security and accounting
for nuclear weapons and weapons-usable nuclear material worldwide, both by states' own
domestic actions and through international cooperation. Thousands of nuclear warheads
and hundreds of tons of nuclear material are demonstrably more secure than they were
before, and through programs such as the U.S.-Russian Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU)
Purchase Agreement, enough potentially vulnerable bomb material for thousands of nuclear
weapons has been verifiably destroyed. 
Since the attacks of September 11, 2001, the international community has attempted to
expand and accelerate these efforts. But much more remains to be done. This paper
summarizes a recent report from Harvard University, which recommended seven further
steps for immediate action in U.S.-Russian and international cooperation. It covers two
recommendations that may be of particular interest to this audience in detail. The first is a
proposed program to remove nuclear material entirely from many of the most vulnerable
sites around the world (by offering incentives targeted to the needs of each facility to give up
the material at that site). The second is a suggestion that participants in the Global
Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction announced
at the June 2002 Group of Eight summit make a political commitment to meet stringent
security standards for nuclear materials on their territories, and urge (and assist) other states
to do likewise.


