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ABSTRACT

A Design Basis Threat (DBT) has been used by the United States since the 1970's as a
basis for the design of a facility Physical Protection System, a basis for the evaluation of the
facility Physical Protection System, and as a standard against which to compare the
continuously changing threat. In the ast two years substantial effort has been made to
develop an international standard for the development of a design basis threat. This
approach is the result of a year's worth of discussions between the United States, Germany,
United Kingdom, France, and most recently the Russian Federation. The International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) supported these discussions and the resulting process, which
culminated in a three day workshop on the development of a State DBT. The IAEA was
directly involved in this process due to the latest revision of INFCIRC 225, which
recommends the use of a DBT in the state physical protection regime. This international
standard for the development of a DBT is a significant milestone in the international
community. This was necessary because Sandia National Laboratory had developed
material for a "DBT Workshop," and a standard, international approach had to be established
before the workshop could be finalized and the instructional material provided to the IAEA for
general use. This paper presents a summary of the new international approach to the
creation and use of a Design Basis Threat. The paper describes how a DBT is created
within a State. This paper also explains the advantages and disadvantages of using this
internationalised approach to the DBT. Each State may, of course, choose to modify their
use of the DBT to better fit their culture, technical experience of the facilities and authorities,
and strengths and weaknesses of their regulatory systems. The internationalised version of
the creation and use of the DBT is a major milestone in the international effort of the United
States and the AEA, and this paper is a summary of that milestone.
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