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THIRD NEGOTIATIONS MEETING ON THE JOINT IMPLEMENTATION OF ITER
by Dr. V. Korzhavin, Deputy Head, Department of Atomic Science and Technology, Minatom, Moscow

Delegations from Canada, the European Union, Japan and the Russian Federation met in Moscow on 23-24
April 2002 for the third in a series of negotiations meetings that are expected to lead to an international
agreement on the joint implementation of ITER. Members from the International Team also participated in the
meeting. Professor V. Smirnov, Director, Institute of Nuclear Synthez, was nominated as Moderator of the
meeting, assisted by Dr. V. Vlasenkov as Secretary.

In the participants' opening comments, the delegations informed each other of the latest developments
concerning the ITER project in their respective countries. The RF delegation stated that the work related to
ITER was considered to be of high priority and was conducted in accordance with the federal programme of
2002-2005 aimed at preparation for the construction of ITER. This work was being conducted in close co-
operation with Russian industry. The RF delegation emphasized the importance of promptly selecting a site
for ITER.

The JA delegation reported on the present status of discussion by the Council of Science and Technology
Policy (CSTP) on JA participation in ITER, including possible hosting. The conclusion of the CSTP was
expected in the near future. It was stressed that JA has a strong interest in participation/hosting of ITER and
that the discussion was approaching the final stage. The JA delegation also reported that the basic principles
of the safety management of ITER and safety regulations were being discussed by Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) and the Nuclear Safety Commission.

Participants in the Meeting



The EU delegation reported on the presentation by Commissioner Busquin to the European Research
Council, on the 11 March, of a proposal to amend the EU negotiations mandate to cover the issues of siting
and cost sharing and of a Commission Staff Working Paper on the cost of ITER. The extension of the mandate
had been referred to the Committee of Permanent Representatives of the Member States (COREPER) for
resolution as soon as possible. The EU delegation reported a decision of the Spanish Government to offer a
candidature for European siting of ITER at Vandellos, near Barcelona. With regard to the Cadarache siting
proposal, the EU delegation reported that the "dossier d'options de surete" (introductory licensing basis) had
been submitted to the French licensing authority, marking an important formal step in the license process.
The EU delegation said that, as and when the extended mandate was approved, EU site proposal(s) would
be officially transmitted to the participants.

The EU delegation also reported that, following a request from Dr. Davies of the US DOE and after
consultation with the participants, the Commission had sent a copy of the Explorers' Final Report to the DOE.

The CA delegation reported that the formal review of the scope of the environmental assessment for the
Clarington site had been successfully completed by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission. At the
Regulator meeting of 1 March they ruled that the scope was acceptable, with some minor technical
modifications, and most importantly, they confirmed the "screen" level assessment process. At the Energy
Forum associated with the G-8 meeting in Detroit, on 1-3 May, Iter Canada was to present a paper on ITER
and to have an exhibit on the project alongside the Natural Resources Canada exhibit. The CA delegation
announced the incorporation of Iter Canada Host Inc., the entity that would be responsible for delivering most
of the Canadian scope with Canada as host, plus the appointment of its new Board of Directors. The CA
delegation suggested that, once the Joint Assessment of Specific Site (JASS) process was finalized, the
analysis should start immediately on the basis of whatever offers are on the table at the time. The CA
delegation reported on discussions with the US Government with respect to possible US entry into the
Negotiations.

Dr. Muraviev, Moderator of the second meeting of the Negotiations Standing Sub-Group (NSSG-2, held in
Moscow on 12-14 March 2002) introduced the progress report of the NSSG. The delegations commended the
NSSG for the significant progress made in developing the second draft of the ITER Joint Implementation
Agreement (JIA) and charged the NSSG to elaborate further the JIA and related instruments. A meeting of
intellectual property rights specialists should be prepared by the NSSG.

The delegations took note of the actions to finalize the JASS framework and endorsed the approach
suggested by the NSSG. The N3 Meeting noted the progress on compilation of indicative data on participant
procurement preferences under the three generic scenarios. The delegations took note of the presentation
from the International Team Leader, on technical criteria to establish the non-common area of procurement.

The delegations confirmed the NSSG-2 common view for transitional arrangements. The delegations charged
the NSSG to develop, in consultation with the IAEA, the appropriate terms of reference.

The delegations confirmed the common view of the NSSG on the management structure and approaches to
identifying senior management.

The delegations took note of the report of Academician E. Velikhov, Chairman of the ITER CTA Project Board,
which reported on progress and work plan on Co-ordinated Technical Activities. The Negotiators supported
the initiative of the International Team to conduct a meeting of the participants' safety representatives after the
N4 meeting in Cadarache on June 6-7 2002.

The following schedule of forthcoming Negotiators meetings was accepted (dates and locations of N6 and N7
are to be confirmed):

N4
N5
N6
N7

4-6 June
17-18 September
29-30 October
10-11 December

Cadarache, France
Toronto, Canada
Tokyo, Japan
Barcelona, Spain


