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Abstract. The regulatory framework issued in the 1994-1995 period, connected mining activities in
Argentina with international good environmental practices. Agreements between National
Government and Provinces allow the application of the regulations, while Act N° 24.585, the
milestone about the matter, establishes the steps for the approval of the Report of Environmental
Impact, on successive stages of the project. Specifically for uranium mining and milling, the
assessment of the radiological protection aspects of the planned activities is assigned to the Nuclear
Regulatory Authority.

The National Atomic Energy Commission is at present carrying out two uranium mining projects, that
involve the Sierra Pintada and Cerro Solo deposits. The goal of them is restart uranium production in
the country in the medium term, by lowing the gap between indigenous and market uranium prices.

The first one consists in updating the feasibility study of the, at present inactive, Sierra Pintada
Production Center (Mendoza Province). Studies for improving the mining and treatment methods are
performed in the project, co-ordinately with the investigation and forecast of mining waste and
processing tailings management. Besides, the procedures will be determined taking into account the
methodology to be applied when getting the closure stage, about the existing waste and tailings.

Development of the Sierra de Pichinan District, Chubut Province (U-Mo), is the objective of the
second project. It is remarkable that about Cerro Solo, the main ore deposit belonging to this area, at
the prefeasibility stage, CNEA is currently encouraging private investment through a bidding process.
Environmental studies are an important aspect of the activities carried out and planned in the area.

As a conclusion, with regard uranium mining and milling activities in Argentina, the regulations and
environmental technical-scientifical knowledge are becoming friendly with the sustainable practice.
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