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SECOND NEGOTIATION MEETING ON THE JOINT IMPLEMENTATION OF ITER
by Dr. Y. Okumura, Deputy Director, Office of ITER Project Promotion, JAERI

Delegations from Canada, the European Union, Japan and the Russian Federation met in Tokyo on 22-23
January to continue formal negotiations on the joint implementation of the ITER Project. This was the second
Negotiation Meeting in a series that is expected to lead, by the end of 2002, to an international agreement,
for submission to the Parties, on the joint implementation of ITER. Dr. M. Yoshikawa was nominated as
moderator of the meeting and Dr. H. Takatsu as secretary.

In the participants' opening comments, Canada reported that the first formal review of the ITER Project by the
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission will take place in March as a part of the formal licensing process
initiated for possible siting of ITER at Clarington, Ontario. The European Union reported that the French
Minister for Research had requested the EU to define the conditions under which a European site could be
proposed for ITER construction and asked that the French proposal to realize ITER in Cadarache be taken
into account. A study to analyse the possibility of proposing Spain as a possible site is also being conducted.

Japan reported on the discussion at the Council on Science and Technology Policy (CSTP). The Minister for
Science and Technology Policy and non-cabinet members of the CSTP reported on 25 December 2001 that
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Japanese participation in the ITER Project is desirable and, moreover, that hosting ITER is meaningful. The
decision of the Japanese Government on the ITER Project will be taken following the final conclusions of the
CSTP.

Russia reported that ITER is considered as one of its highest priorities, according to the federal programme
"ITER International Project".

The first meeting of the Negotiators' Standing Sub-Group (NSSG) was held in Tokyo on 18-20 December
2001. The progress made at the NSSG meeting was reported by Dr. S. Matsuda, who was the moderator of
the meeting.

The Delegations noted with appreciation the first draft of the Joint Implementation Agreement (JIA) elaborated
by the NSSG. Following an exchange of views, the Delegations reached common understanding on some of
the JIA related issues. The Delegations requested the NSSG to further elaborate the draft JIA and to submit
second draft at the third Negotiation Meeting (N3).

The Delegations noted the progress report on the framework for Joint Assessment of a Specific Site (JASS)
and the outline structure of scenarios submitted by the NSSG, and accepted it as the basis for further
development. The NSSG is asked to narrow down the definition of the structure of scenarios and the
framework for JASS with a view to making a practical JASS system for early comparative assessment of sites.

The Delegations took note of each Party's intention with respect to the procurement allocation tabulated by
the NSSG. Further clarification of reference to non-common (i.e. financed by the host) and common items
and prioritization on a non-committal basis of each Party's intentions with respect to the procurement
allocation should be made as practicable as possible.

The Delegations endorsed the recommendations of the NSSG on the management structure of the ITER
Legal Entity. The NSSG was requested to consider and propose management structures and exchange
views on approaches to identifying senior management. The NSSG was also requested to make a list of
actions required for the smooth transition into the ITER construction phase and to develop suggestions on
appropriate arrangements for the transition phase.

The Delegations also took note of the record of the Project Board meeting of 21 January that reported the
progress and the work plan of the CTA. The Delegations recognized that participants in the Negotiations
support the ITER International Team (IT) by providing funding for communication, office and computation
equipment, and for the travel expenses of IT members, support staff, etc. Consistent with that practice, the
Russian Federation will provide Support Funds (SF) during 2002 through IPP Garching or the IAEA to make
SF available to the IT. These funds will be used under the same rules and procedures as previously applied
to the EDA Joint Fund. The IT Leader will report on the use of the SF to the Project Board, which will act as
was previously done by MAC and will advise the Project Board on the amount of expenditures to be financed
from the Support Fund.

The Delegations accepted the revised Work Plan and Milestones for the Negotiation Process. The meeting
schedule for 2002 was foreseen as follows (with a possibility of holding an extraordinary Negotiations Meeting
at the end of July 2002, to be confirmed at N4):

NSSG-2
N3
NSSG-3
N4
NSSG4
N5

Moscow
Moscow
Cadarache
Cadarache
Toronto
Toronto

26 - 28 February
19-20 March
13- 15 May
4 - 6 June
9-11 July
10-11 September

Later on, the date of the N3 meeting was rescheduled to April 19-20. Therefore, the date of NSSG-2 has also
been changed.


