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ABSTRACT 
The goal of this report is an endeavor to estimate the meaning of international contacts and cooperation for the 

public acknowledgement of the atomic energy and technologies. In this report the potential ways of working with the 
public in Chelyabinsk region taking into account its specific features have been suggested. The conclusion contains 
practical recommendations about the organization of working with the public and directions of activity.  

INTRODUCTION 

It is well known that there is a negative relationship 
between Russian society and modern nuclear energy. 
Upon analyzing this situation we may come to the 
conclusion that most people have a one-sided point of 
view. Due to the pressure of the “Greens,” the mass media 
depicts only the negative sides of the nuclear industry 
such as nuclear weapons testing and nuclear industry 
accidents. Without a doubt, accidents at the chemical 
production plant “Mayak” in 1957, the tragedy of 
Chernobyl’s NPP, and fear of potential nuclear war, still 
prevent people from seeing the positive side of the atomic 
industry.  

It was admitted that sharp falling-off in public 
attitude to atomic industry and nuclear technologies took 
place in Russia and all the world after incident at 
Chernobyl NPP. The incident exposed not only 
insolvency of former conceptions of safety provision but 
unpreparation of the public informing in crisis situations. 

DISCUSSION  

An experience showed that it is necessary to use some 
factors when preparing of official communications:  

1. To talk only the truth. 
2. Technical details should be clear for everyone. So 

the report should be consisted of minimal quantity of 
professionals terms. 

3. It is not willingly to defend yourself and offer 
apologies for. Often technically right answers are 
perceived as attempt to defend and not as aspiration for 
active explaining of own position, for showing of real 
advantages of nuclear energy using. It is psychologically 
proved that defending person usually looks like hiding 
one. Nobody ever believes you when you defend yourself. 

That's why first of all the work with the public should 
provide details and objective presentation of condition 
and direction of nuclear energy development on a national 
and world scale. 

It should be noticed that nuclear program is not only 
weapons and NPP. International collaboration about non-
proliferation and destruction of nuclear weapon and also 
Russian economical conditions promoted to the 
development of applied ways of nuclear industry. Such 
investigations resulted in the whole complex of new 
modern technologies, such as: 

- production of precious and rare-earth metals  
- radioactive harmless of natural water and sewage 
- radioactive sources of thermal and electrical power 
- radioactive defectoscopy 
- modern medical equipment 
Significant success is achieved in the field of 

geology, metallurgy, mechanical engineering, ecology. 
The last one is especially important, because the 

Chelyabinsk region is one of the most ecologically 
damaged regions in Russia. Appreciation of the inherent 
value of the ecology combined with effective engineered 
environmental cleanup is required for ecological 
sanitation. The decision concerning this problem cannot 
be made without calling upon some of the atomic 
industry’s specialists. They understand the danger of 
accidents produced by atomic energy. So one of the trend 
of Russian Federal Nuclear Center’s activity (Snezhinsk) 
is elaboration, manufacture and delivery movable 
laboratories of an ecological control of the environment to 
customers. 

As sociological investigation showed the majority of 
people think that even normal work of nuclear plants 
negative influences on people's health. It was elicidated 
that many people don't see distinction between levels of 



 

 

danger, which these plants represent at incidents and 
normal work for human health. People also think that 
nuclear waste is serious and insoluble problem for future 
generations.  

That’s why for realization of work with the public the 
attention should be putted to themes such as: 

1. Environment-friendly of NPP and all nuclear 
fuel cycle in comparison with other branches of 
energetical complex. It should be reminded to people 
that electric power production by incineration of 
organic fuel is one of the most ecologically 
dangerous technologies. more than 30% of wastes of 
polluted substances, getting into the environment 
limit by thermal power plants’ activity. Apart from 
NPP don’t consume atmospheric oxygen, don’t waste 
carbon, sulpher and nitrogen oxides, aerosols and 
dust into the atmosphere. You should also pay 
attention at ecological consequences of great 
reservoirs’ building when TPP is building, at 
landscape’s and the environment’s changes. So the 
environment-friendly of NPP become obvious one 
among people. 

2. Problems of radioactive safety of nuclear 
plants. The works about increasing nuclear objects’ 
safety are taken not only in constructive and 
scientific research organizations, but in nuclear 
plants’ collectives. Achieved results are regularly 
analyzed at both Russian and international 
conference of specialists. So national state culture of 
safety, assumed full knowledge of the staff about the 
object of management and responsibility is created. 

3. NPP and energetical independence of 
region. One of the most striking special features of 
antinuclear movements is an absence of any worry 
about economical development of the region. 
Division of ecological and economical problems 
results in illusion of possibility of creation of society 
among “green world” without plants, factories etc, 
which pollutes the environment. This romantic 
picture is always attractive for people. That’s why it 
is necessary to pay attention to such fact as only 
economically developed society can decide 
ecological problems and problems of health 
protection. 
Evidently reports in mass-media are important sources 

of information for people. That’s why one of the main tasks 
of the work with the public is organization of interaction 
with mass-media, included the operative passing of 
information materials about events at the objects or about 
any plan’s changes or object building’s periods. 

Information materials, given in mass-media are 
reasonable supplied by photos, films, videos, technical 
accounts, texts of governmental laws or political reports 
and information booklets. 

As noticed, antinuclear movements play an important 
role in forming of negative public attitude to nuclear 
branch. That’s why it is necessary to look after providing 
of such movements by maximum full information. The 

practice showed that slightest inaccuracy in information 
materials or possibility of its double interpretation is used 
by these movements for sweeping criticism. That’s why 
information materials should be care prepared. 

To achieve this purpose some organizations take the 
special instruction of the personnel for the work with the 
public and mass-media, organize departments for 
instruction of effective forms of dealings. 

It is necessary to note during the last decade in Russian 
cities dealing with atomic industry, some success has 
already been achieved. For example, since 1989 the service 
of Production Association “Mayak” (Ozyorsk) dealing with 
public awareness has been active. Its main tasks include: 
public awareness about the activity of atomic industry 
plants, the ecological situation in the regions of specific 
plants, and the process of the work for rehabilitation of 
industry and nature objectives, etc. The activity of this 
service must be developed in a number of ways. They 
include the development of relationships with the press, 
organization excursions to plants, public outreach in the 
form of lectures, and an organization made up of Russian 
and foreign radio-ecology scientists that promotes 
cooperation in dealing with issues related to atomic energy. 

During the development of the public informing it 
should be counted up that when working with youth the 
real effect can be achieved by using of modern computer 
technologies as the source of information and, of course, 
computer’s world-wide web internet. Some success is 
achieved in this field as many nuclear plants have their 
web-page.  

Computer network assists to establishment of 
international contacts, playing important role in the 
improving of nuclear self-image.  

International scientific and technical cooperation has 
materialized by the activity of the International Science-
Technical Center, intergovernmental and inter-
departmental conventions, treaties and contracts. The 
studies of international projects not only allows the 
extension of the spectrum of scientific investigations, 
including application-oriented investigations, but also 
acquaints them with the experience of working with 
leading Russian scientific schools that are comparable to 
schools in France, Great Britain, USA, Japan, etc. 

Beginning in 1990, about 100 foreign delegations 
have visited Snezhinsk. During such visits, the directions 
for cooperation were determined and contract projects 
were conformed.  

During last years more than 10 international 
conferences have been taken place in Snezhinsk. I’d like 
to notice the international conference “Problems of the 
Earth protection from collision with dangerous near-Earth 
objects” taken place in Snezhinsk in the September of 
1994 and 1996. The protection from dangerous space 
objects is the protection of humanity interests. It can be 
achieved only by joined efforts. 

Another striking example of the use of international 
cooperation is the building of the divided materials’ 
repository in the South Ural. The project created a unique 



 

 

highly protected repository and was built by Russian 
specialists in association with American specialists. 

CONCLUSION 

International contacts have very important goals, such as 
the carrying out of joint investigations, elaboration of projects 
dealing with both military and peaceful problems conducted 
in mutual confidence of the Western countries and Russia, 
and consolidation of all the world’s atomic specialists.  

Thanks to undertaken acts some success in changing 
of public opinion about nuclear industry has already 
achieved. At present time an desire to dialog and to 
attempt to get and estimate objective information about 
atomic industry is looked over.  

We hope that with the success of further international 
cooperation and the development of communication 
services, the fear facing the atomic industry will be 
overcome. 

 


