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ABSTRACT 
The current work is account of YDRNS MEPhI for 1999 year. 

TEXT 
Last 15 years has not only gradually changed our life 

and nuclear situation in Russia, but introduced a lot of 
principally new problems. One of it is the decrease of 
activity among youth in the nuclear field and science in 
general. It’s known that the salary of scientific officers is 
too small in Russia, so trained specialists has no stimulus to 
expand their knowledge and to work on their speciality later 
on. As a consequence there is the lack of young scientists 
and aging of personnel on the nuclear objects. But that 
means that nuclear plants and enterprises – the masterpiece 
of high technologies –will idle, what is not acceptable at 
least from the ecological point of view. That’s why all of us 
– students and teachers of Russian colleges – offered to 
create the active youth organization coordinated by Russian 
Federation Ministry for Atomic Energy (MinAtom) to 
attract young scientists to the nuclear field. It’s clear that for 
successful operation of this kind of organization the all-
level support is supposed, not only financial, but 
informational, educative and legal as well. 

The purposes of growing organization were pointed 
at the international conference “Polar Lights’99”. First of 
all, the revealing and all-level support of active youth, 
including speciality discussion among pupils. Secondly, 
propagating the concepts of modern power engineering 
and creating the positive image of nuclear field among 
public. And, thirdly, the development of international 
relationships. 

May 1999 started with foundation of the Youth 
Department of Russian Nuclear Society (YDRNS) 
department at Moscow State Engineering-Physical 
Institute (MEPhI) and the following scientific trends were 
announced: 

– Arrangement and conducting of scientific 
conferences and seminars on the current 
problems in nuclear field; 

– Assistance in publication of scientific works and 
articles in scientific editions; 

– Arrangement of the period of trainee and 
acquaintance of youth with energy enterprises; 

– Reflecting the YDRNS and talented youth 
activities in mass media; 

– Cooperation with YDRNS departments in other 
regions of Russia and similar foreign 
organizations; 

– Creation of data base of participants and their 
participation in YDRNS activities. 

This thesis formed the basis of YDRNS of MEPhI 
activities for year 1999. We can proudly emphasize that a 
lot of projects were realized.  

At the beginning of the year The International 
Scientific Student Conference “Polar Lights” was held. 
It’s resulted in thesis edition and Internet web-site creation 
(http://polar.virtualave.net), where current information 
and materials of previous conferences can be found. For 
example over 80% of participants of “Polar Lights’2000” 
conference registered through e-mail and Internet-
questionnaire this year. 

On April 17, 1999 – the 10-th anniversary of RNS – 
the youth tour through the research cities of MinAtom 
launched, organized by YDRNS, MinAtom and nuclear 
objects administration. During this tour new contacts with 
youth organizations were developed and strengthened the 
existing ones in many regions of Russia. The meetings 
with veterans of nuclear field were held.  

One of our major goals is the development of 
international cooperation. In the frame work of this 
project the group of students of 4 Russian colleges 
participated in the informational visit “Germany for 
Russia” to the nuclear objects of FRG. The German party 
was introduced by HGW Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH 
Company and Siemens Corporation. Young scientists 
visited training unit switchboard of VVER-440 reactors 
and transitional storage of radioactive wastes, situated in 
Greifswald city in Western Germany, and professional 
development institute for nuclear field personnel and 
training center in Karlsrue. This project paved the way to 
the further student cooperation between Russia and 
Germany in nuclear field. 

All the year long activities of YDRNS and talented 
youth were reflected by mass media like the “Nuclear 
Europe Worldscan” and “Most” magazines, the 
“Engineer-Physicist” and “Atom-press” newspapers, the 
Russian Nuclear Society (RNS) bulletin. The data base of 
participants and their work is being done on the results of 



 

 

conferences and other YDRNS activities. Discussions are 
held with pupils on the theme of nuclear field advantages. 
So MEPhI upholds two lyceums of physics and 
mathematics, where specialized preparation of pupils of 
10-11 class is realized.  

Presently contacts with USA are being strengthened, 
where the member of YDRNS of MEPhI, who got the 
yearly President Grant, studies and works. 

So one year has gone and here comes some 
conclusions. The department of YDRNS of MEPhI is 
established and acts efficiently, the problems set are 
mostly solved and we can state surely it’s a victory, cause 
we’re only one year old! The foundation for further 
development and expansion of YDRNS is laid. The close 
contacts with regional departments of YDRNS are 
launched. We are known all over Russia. And periods of 
trainee were held in Germany and USA. 

But we are not going to stop on the way of success, 
cause a lot of things need to be done. Firstly, it’s 
necessary to coordinate the basic documents on the 

problem of youth with MinAtom and RNS using the 
accumulated world experience. There is no future for us 
without cooperation with like-minded people and 
strengthening (deepening) the contacts with other regions 
using the up-to-date information technologies. Surely, we 
plan to participate in the various arrangements on nuclear 
subject in Russia and abroad as well.  

To be more precise for the plans for 2000 – we’ve 
already held the scientific student conference “Polar 
Lights’2000”. And the only thing left is to publish 
materials on paper and Internet both, and analyze 
questionnaires and offers of participants. On April we 
plan to take an active part in Youth Congress in Bratislava 
and other arrangements on developing and supporting the 
youth urge toward nuclear problems. And of course we 
don’t deny the global purposes stated and will continue 
international activity and participate the Youth 
Committee. We shall prepare the fourth international 
scientific student conference “Polar Lights”, where you 
are welcomed (http://polar.virtualave.net).  

 


