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1. INTRODUCTION

Once the State signed with the International Atomic Energy Agency the Non -Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), the State has to declare to the IAEA their facilities where they handle Nuclear
Material . Each facility will have their own Safeguards Agreement and these are called
Subsidiary Arrangements. In order to have a good control and accountability of this material,
each facility is named Material Balance Area (MBA). Based in the Subsidiary Arrangements
each MBA has to fill a proper IAEA format named DIQ in order to get the Facility Attachment.
The DIQ format varies, relying of the kind of facility.

2. FACILITY

In the NNRI, we have two MBA's and the experiences that we have had to fill the DIQ formats
had been, that it takes quite a time to get the proper Facility Attachment, because first you have
to have the proper format, then you fill it properly with all their respective annexes and once it is
reviewed and approved by the people involved, this is signed and sent to the IAEA, this first
step took six months. Once the format is reviewed by the IAEA, they send it back to the facility,
asking for proper comments in order to clarify it properly, this took three months. The facility
update the comments and send it back, this took three months. With this format the IAEA
prepares the Facility Attachment of the MBA and send it to the facility for its approval or
comments, this took five months. The facility reviewed it and sent it back with some comments
or doubts after tree months. The IAEA clarifies the comments and doubts and send to the
facility the approved Facility Attachment, four months later. So in order to get the proper
Facility Attachments for each of our MBA's, it has been taken 24 months (two years) at least.

3. ACTUAL SITUATION

At present, now that the nuclear activities have been diminished and consequently the nuclear
material movements, because the Fuel Fabrication Pilot Plant (FFPP) we have, was stopped for
financial reasons, we had to update our two DIQ's and we have to go through the previous
mentioned steps, that means that in order to get the updated Facility Attachment for our MBA's,
we have to wait at least two years, and meanwhile the IAEA Safeguards Inspectors have to deal
without the proper Facility Attachment during their inspections in the facility, but the main
problem is that meanwhile we are dealing with the updated DIQ's, unexpected changes have
been occurred in one of the MBA's.

The situation we are facing in the MBA is, now that the Fuel Fabrication Pilot Plant (FFPP) was
stopped, they want to take advantage of certain part of this area and some equipment in order of
work at the facility as a research level, but meanwhile the nuclear material is still there, they
have to comply with all the requirements of security, physical, radiological and safeguards, so
they are planning to leave at the MBA, a small quantity of nuclear material in order that the
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security regulations to comply with, there were no so difficult, laborious and expensive. The
most of the nuclear material is planned to pack it in 200 It. metallic drums and send it to the
other MBA.

4. CONCLUSION

The updated DIQ we are dealing with, was sent after they stopped the FFPP and when we will
get the updated Facility Attachment will send a third more updated DIQ and this it will be as
soon as they could solve all the permissions and requirements needed for the maneuvers
previously described and we do not know how long it will takes, but they are working on it.

As a proposal, in order to avoid that length of time to get the new Facility Attachment, the IAEA
has to establish to the facilities a delivering time for each review.
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