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Poland's experience in combating illicit trafficking in nuclear and radioactive materials dates
from the end of 1990 when the government decided to expand detection capabilities at the
border check-points and initiated a gradual deployment of the portal radiation devices to
detect all attempts of imported commodities with raised radiation level. Although the country
had already had well-developed regulations in place as well as accountability and control
systems over nuclear material, radiation sources and devices, the need to enforce the conixol
activities and to strengthen cooperation among the nuclear safety and radiological protection
bodies and the law enforcement authorities appeared. Then, besides the importation of the
post Chernobyl contamination transports Poland experienced from:

• the lost and vagabonding nuclear materials or radioactive sources from the former
Soviet/Russian military bases deployed in Poland

• the tourism trafficking in radioactive materials

The task of combating illegal radioactive traffic has been entrusted to:

• the Border Guard and Customs services - at the borders

• the Police and State Security services - mainly within the state

Some contribution to that action have had also the recycling metallurgical scrap plants, which
decided to install fixed radiation control devices to protect their products from the presence of
radioactive isotopes.

The duty of the coordinator as well as providing an immediate assistance in case of a seizure
or a suspicion about the seizure of unknown radioactive material, fulfils the Emergency
Service Centre (ODSA) at the Central Laboratory for Radiological Protection (CLOR).
ODSA has been established in the mid-60s and its fundamental responsibility is to collect
notifications on radiological emergency events and to organize help to liquidate consequences
of a radiation incident with involved sources. All users of radiation sources and the law
enforcement officers are obliged to inform ODSA about incidents with involved radiation
sources. The Emergency team is on duty around the clock and serves as a source of advice or
first aid to the users of radiation sources and the law enforcement officers in case of any
radiation hazard with involved radioactive sources. When circumstances require of an
immediate response, the officer on duty arrives at place, where an illicit event happened and
he takes action in accordance with the requirements of nuclear safety and radiological
protection.

ODSA / CLOR activities in that respect are supervised by the National Atomic Energy
Agency (NAEA), the regulatory and control body for peaceful use of nuclear energy in
Poland.

Since the first inter-agencies initiative for combating illicit trafficking in radioactive
materials, the NAEA has concluded agreements on mutual cooperation with all law
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enforcement bodies: the Border Guards, the Customs Board, the Police and the State Security
Office. The scope of those agreements is dependent on the range of interest and kind of
involvement in those activities of the contracting parties. The main intention was to recognize
the need for cooperation in matters related to the enforcement of the domestic law and to
establish the mutual assistance between the contracting parties as well as their subordinate
services. From technical point of view the authorized unit to perform assistance under the
concluded agreements is mainly ODSA / CLOR. All assistance and services under the
cooperation agreements are performed free cost by ODSA / CLOR.

The chief agency looking for an advice, consultations, expertise, support in detecting and
response activities and many other services in that respect is the Border Guard, which
operates the portal radiation devices deployed at the border checkpoints.

An undeniable aid in some seizure actions of 'orphan' sources was an available information
from the database on all licensed radiation sources and their users established and maintained
by ODSA / CLOR. The law imposes the obligation of keeping records of ionizing radiation
sources at facility level and at state level upon data provided by the users of sources and by
the licensing and controlling body, which is the NAEA.

As of 2000, the whole action taken for combating illegal nuclear traffic resulted in the
following seizures (roughly):

- 21 kg of depleted uranium

8 kg of natural uranium

1 kg of low-enriched uranium

40 sealed sources (Cs-137, Sr-90 and Co-60), the biggest was Cs-137 with activity of
1 Ci. There was registered one incident with stolen and regained Ir-192 source of
activity about 4 Ci.

Additionally, ODSA registered a dozen or so of cases with contaminated scrap and other
objects. Worth of mentioning are seizures of US dollars, gold and works of art, contaminated
likely purposely with J-131 or Zr-95.

All those seizures were carried out by the law enforcement services with ODSA assistance in
detection and response actions. The identification of the seized radioactive sources has been
performed by CLOR.
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