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uclear production of energy production has
been, is, and will remain associated with the

production of radioactive waste and with nuclear
installations to be decontaminated and decommis-
sioned. In some cases, the nuclear industry is also
associated with the contamination of well-delimited
sites and of settlements. Since radioactive waste and
contaminated infrastructures and settlements already
exist, as a result of past and current activities, our
generation has to manage them in such a way as to
keep potential future impact at a level that is accept-
able both ethically and in terms of safety.

The Radioactive Waste and Clean-up Division stud-
ies and develops strategies, techniques, and tech-
nologies to achieve intrageneration equity.
Nevertheless, the concept of "intrageneration equity"
has been changing during the last decade and the
principle "solve your problems and do not transfer
them to next generations "becomes "do not place
undue burdens on future generations". This could be
due to different factors a short-term economic fac-
tors, political factors, and lack of confidence of the
"public" in immediately implemented solutions.
These factors send to favour delaying the implemen-
tation of solutions such as final disposal, or the start-
up of remediation actions as the decommissioning of
nuclear power plants immediately after their closure.
Therefore we have now to combine the austerity of
scientific performance and safety analysis with a
presentation of the conclusions that can really be
understood by the plural publics being concerned by
nuclear waste management issues. This is a chal-
lenge that will be pursued during the next years. In
this view we lifted up the pressure vessel of BR3 in
August and we presented this operations "life" on the
WEB while applying the QA and ALARA principles
which routinely guide our decommissioning opera-
tions.. We completed this demonstration with a pub-
lic presentation of the project, including a press
release.

Concerning our programme related with final dis-
posal of waste, we consolidated our team with an
expert in ethics and the SCK'CEN is building a team
of specialists in public perception to help us to make
the results of the safety and performance assessments
more accessible. While experimental and demon-
strations works are going on, we prepare a second
safety-assessment report (SAFIR II) which will be
completed in 2000 and presented by NIRAS, The
Belgian official body for radioactive waste manage-
ment to the authorities. We also pursue an extended
experimental program in order to reduce the produc-

tion of waste in all three phases of the life cycle and
any nuclear installations: design, operation and
decommissioning. SCK'CEN develops new
processes and technologies to reduce the production
of radioactive waste. A particular attention is being
paid to the particle applicability of the processes.
Safety, economics and technical attractiveness are of
primary concern.

Because our responsibility towards the safety of
present and future generations regarding the existing
waste and radioactive-contaminated settlements and
environments and their negative influence on the
health of people and environment is not geographi-
cally limited, we still extended our participation in
international organisations and programmes dealing
with these problems. Among others, we consolidat-
ed our participation in project dealing with safety
assessment of deep injection of radioactive liquid
waste in Russia, decommissioning and remediation
in Central and Eastern Europe, etc.

Participation in international strategy:

Euradwaste 99, Luxemburg, November 15-18. 1999:
Closure Panel: "Research for Disposal: Between
demonstration and implementation".

IAEA Co-ordinated Project on Site Characterisation
Techniques used in Environmental Restoration
Activities, Research co-ordination Meeting, Rio de
Janeiro, April 12-16, 1999, TECDOC to be pub-
lished.

OECD-NEA, Co-operative Programme for the
exchange of scientific and technical information con-
cerning nuclear installations decommissioning proj-
ects, 18th meeting of the Liaison Committee,
October 19-20, 1999.
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