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REGULAR ADVISORY GROUP ON SPENT FUEL MANAGEMENT

The Regular Advisory Group on Spent Fuel Management (RAGSFM) was
established in accordance with the recommendations of the Expert Group on
International Spent Fuel Management in 1982. It has held meetings in 1984,
1986, 1988, 1990 and 1991. The RAGSFM is a Regular Advisory Group
organized within the framework of the IAEA.

The Advisory Group consists of nominated experts from countries with
considerable experience and/or requirements in such aspects of the back-end of the
fuel cycle as storage, safety, transportation and treatment of spent fuel. The
country membership is selected in such a manner as to reflect the various spent
fuel management options ranging from the "closed" fuel cycle to "once-through"
concepts and includes representatives from both developed and developing nuclear
power users. The OECD/NEA is also a invited member.

SCOPE

The RAGSFM activities cover the following main topics:

a) Analysis and summary of spent fuel arisings and storage capacities;

b) Interface between spent fuel storage and transportation activities,

c) Spent fuel storage process and technology and related safety issues:

d) Treatment of spent fuel.

OBJECTIVE OF ACTIVITY

To provide technical advice to the Secretariat regarding the Agency's programme
in the back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle;

To serve as a means of exchanging information on the current status and progress
of national programmes;

To discuss and review the Agency's publications in this field;

To assist in the coordination of international activities in the back-end of the
nuclear fuel cycle.

METHODS OF WORK

The Advisory Group meets every two years in order to:

- review and comment on the present Agency's activities in the area of the
back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle;

- discuss the participants' presentations on the national current situation and
future plans;
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- define the most important directions of national efforts and international
cooperation in the area of the back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle;

- prepare recommendations for future IAEA meetings and other related
activities in the back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle.

The group's work between meetings is carried out and coordinated by the
Scientific Secretary in cooperation with the Chairman on the basis of the RAGSFM
meetings' recommendations. The Scientific Secretary keeps the group members
informed of any important changes.

The results of each RAGSFM meeting are published as a TECDOC "Spent Fuel
Management: Current Status and Prospect". The TECDOC usually includes:

a) Summary of Agency's spent fuel management programme,
- publications
- meetings
- other related activities in the Agency

b) Country status reports

c) Summary and recommendations.
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