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The formation of adequate perception depends on
the right information about the origin of risks.
Perception of the risks from dangerous events presents
a complex problem. People are prone to easily accept
factors connected with relatively large risks while they
should be associating the factors with vastly less risk
to people.

From the public's point of view, the most
dangerous factors threatening their health and life are
notalways far from them. There are great differences
between supposed and real dangers. This is represented
by the inadequate sense of risk by the people. These
differences are caused by a number of reasons.

At first, a big difference exists between a voluntary
risk and a constrained one. Many people willingly go
with the risk for the sake of one's inclination. They
think that pleasure without danger is less satisfying.
AH that it presents are factors of voluntary risks, so
that people find it the wholly acceptable. Many people
are convinced that freedom of risks to their own health
and life are essential rights of their own. Public opinion
perceives a voluntary risk with less hostility than a
constrained risk. The nuclear risk is perceived as
negative because it is necessary. The people are
subjected to nuclear risks, and hence it becomes a
negative perception.

People are more prone to accept the risks from
natural phenomena's than accept a stipulated risk from
nuclear factors. For this reason, the ratings of risk
factors for natural processes are always understated.

jA third attitude of people to danger is defined by
how well they are familiar with it. On one hand, factors
affecting risks are about information that people do
not even know. On the other hand, the well-known
factors attract a lot of effort. Nuclear technology was
kept a secret for a long time.

It is possible to judge this on a South Ural example
about how important it is to inform people on the
authentic risk connected with nuclear energy
production.

Because of the lack of information, the catastrophe
of PA "MAYAK" resulted in the steadfast radio-phobia
of the majority of inhabitants living in the polluted
territory and the formation of radio-phobia in some
inhabitants living in the clean territory. The syndromes
of radio-phobia, including an increase in fear and stress,
have lowered the physical and mental capacity for work
in juvenile aged children already.

The population is sufficiently informed about the
current radiation situation, the degree of contaminated
territory around their residencies, and how relocating
can help in reducing radiation damage and risk. In
radioactive contaminated territories, the population
expresses social pessimism and an increase in critical
attitude towards authorities and organizations.

The public role of offering risk evaluation must
be increased. Without it, the people will express their
unwillingness to be exposed to any force, including
the risks from a nucleus, because it will not provide
reliable and objective! information.
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