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One of the basic problems in the development of
nuclear technologies is the hostility of the population
and the resistance of some "Greens". Very often, such
a situation is the consequence of a lack of information
and technical literacy and leads to fear. This fear
develops due to incomprehension of radiation nature
(no smell, no color, no taste and hypertrophy of the
effects in disaster films) and ignorance of real danger
level at the influence of radionuclides on human beings.

This year the author of this report and the teaching
staff of the Engineering Radioecology and
Radiochemical Technology department of
St.Petersburg State Institute of Technology, which has
a 50-year long experience in handling radionuclides,
has created the complete theoretical and practical
course for training the students of the Environment
Protection' faculty (future ecologists). The author of
the course had the goal of acquainting the students with
the basics of radioecology and radiation safety. The
lectures elucidate a wide variety of questions which
are necessary for understanding the influence of
radiation on the biosphere and the culture of dealing
with radioactive substances: starting with the basics of

nuclear physics, the conception of natural and man-
made radiation, measurement methods and finishing
with the Nuclear Fuel Cycle, biological effects of
radiation and legal rules. Labs and practical training
acquainted the students with properties of different
types of nuclear radiation. They improved students'
skills in working with dosimeters and radiometers of
various construction. During the: labs and practical
training, methods of protection from ionized radiation
were shown and comparison of measurement results
with natural values were made.

The first cycle of studies carried out in the autumn-
winter of 1999 demonstrated:

• students' high interest in learning and wish for
knowledge;

• changing of students* attitudes toward the object
of the study (from watchful and wary to reason-
able and adequate).

In the future it is planned to increase the number
of students that will take this course.
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