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Modern time prides itself on it's strict rational
reasoning: helped by modern science and philosophy,
this has led to the creation of our intelligent society.
The more mankind performs cutting-edge research and
generates innovative scientific applications, and the
inevitable way these impacts on nature influence our
daily life, the more we seem to have to cope with new
kinds of problems and questions. On top of that, it is
obvious that not everyone feels as comfortable with
all the possible solutions that are evolving. Based on
rationalism, one can present simple solutions for issues
such as global warming, the apparent uncontrollable
population growth, the disposal of radioactive waste
and the concerns regarding the possible applications
of genetic manipulation. However, it is clear that the
one and only pure rational solution to those kind of
problems doesn't exist, because people are simply not
able to keep values related to their personal sphere
out of reasonings which should lead to a solution in
function of the common interest, and this is not always
a bad thing ...

Whether we are trying to solve a local conflict or
a world-scale problem, the final solution will always
be one or another kind of concensus (even if there is a
winner "who takes it all" at the end of a conflict, the
time of his/her life he or she spent on the conflict is
definitively gone ...). Typical to a good and intelligent
concensus solution is that, although the solution is not
ideal, all parties understand (deep inside themselves)
that this was the best way - and only the brave ones
dare to admit this "in public" then.

A good and intelligent concensus solution requires
fair play of all the parties involved in the first place,
and good communication secondly. Communication on
a problem can only lead to a positive way forward if
those who are well informed and who want to "defend
a case" are able to position themselves more "down to
earth" - on the same level as those with the concerns
and the prejudices - and are able to think free from all
kinds of self-interest. This last point also counts for
those with the concerns, who, in addition, should have

the opportunity to become informed on all aspects of
the problems. Both parties must also have the ability
to open their minds to other's cultural, scientific and
societal backgrounds.

The above mentioned "criteria" for good problem
solving and communication are far from simple. The
full paper and the presentation will deal with some
problems and questions which still remain (and
probably will always exist ?) in todays communication
on "hot" nuclear issues :

Inside :

- Synergy between young and older generations is
essential, when dealing with nuclear issues ;

- Even when we are "fighting for the same case",
there will always be different views and percep-
tions on certain issues within the nuclear world.
These views and perceptions should be fine tuned
before starting to communicate "inside out".

O u t :

- Even being "nuclear experts", we don't know it
all. Problems which cannot be solved by pure tech-
nical reasoning need a transdisciplinary approach.
This makes the problem even more interesting. ..;

- Effective communication is impossible without the
ability to see beyond facades and defences. We
have to be able to feel empathy for the people we
are talking to.

Questions :

- What is the "public opinion" ? Does it reallyexists?
Can it be influenced ?

- How "neutral" can we be, while discussing or com-
municating nuclear issues ?

- Do we really want to "solve problems" while com-
municating on nuclear, or do we sometimes just
want to see our own idea's confirmed ?
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