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It is well known that there is a negative relation-
ship between Russian society and modern nuclear en-
ergy. Upon analysing this situation we may come to
the conclusion that most people have a one-sided point
of view. Due to the pressure of the "Greens," the mass
media depicts only the negative sides of the nuclear
industry such as nuclear weapons testing and nuclear
industry accidents. Without a doubt, accidents at the
chemical production plant "Mayak" in 1957, the trag-
edy of Chernobyl's NPP, and fear of potential nuclear
war, still prevent people from seeing the positive side
of the atomic industry. It is very hard to ease society's
fear of atomic energy. Specialists, administrators of
plants, and local administrations are all combining their
efforts to reach this goal.

The Chelyabinsk region is one of the most eco-
logically damaged regions in Russia. Appreciation of
the inherent value of the ecology combined with effec-
tive engineered environmental cleanup is required for
ecological sanitation. The decision concerning this
problem cannot be made without calling upon some of
the atomic industry's specialists. They understand the
danger of accidents produced by atomic energy. This
is why the specialists of the atomic industry are sig-
nificant contributors in the effort to elaborate safety
measures, technologies for radioactive waste manage-
ment, and the handling of spent nuclear fuel.

While the application of nuclear technologies are
managed using accepted radiation standards, such as
maintaining harmless radiation levels in natural and
potable water, the users of radioactive material, such
as for electrical energy production and many others,
did not received the attention of the mass media. Since
scientists in various countries conduct such studies, the
establishment and expansion of international contact
is very important. Thus, in the Russian Federal Nu-
clear Centre (Snezhinsk), more than ten international
conferences and symposiums with the world's best sci-
entists invited were held. Beginning in 1990, about
100 foreign delegations have visited Snezhinsk. Dur-
ing such visits, the directions for cooperation were
determined and contract projects were conformed.

International scientific and technical cooperation
has materialised by the activity of the International
Science-Technical Centre, intergovernmental and in-
ter-departmental conventions, treaties and contracts.
The studies of international projects not only allows
the extension of the spectrum of scientific investiga-
tions, including application-oriented investigations, but

also acquaints them with the experience of working with
leading Russian scientific schools that are comparable
to schools in France, Great Britain, USA, Japan, etc.

A striking example of the use of international co-
operation is the building of the divided materials' re-
pository in the South Ural. The project created a unique
highly protected repository and was built by Russian
specialists in association with American specialists.

International contacts have very important goals,
such as the carrying out of joint investigations, elabo-
ration of projects dealing with both military and peace-
ful problems conducted in mutual confidence of the
Western countries and Russia, and consolidation of all
the world's atomic specialists. One of the general goals
of the atomic specialists' concord is to dismantle the
wall of public distrust. People knowing only the nega-
tive side of atomic energy cannot refer to it as friendly.
That is why it is very important to tell people about the
positive side of atomic energy, which includes peaceful
investigations, the elaboration of medical techniques,
etc. This information must be found to be simple and
understandable. The only way of being successful in
improving the nuclear "image" is by public awareness.

During the last decade in Russian cities dealing with
atomic industry, some success has already been achieved.
For example, since 1989 the service of Production Asso-
ciation "Mayak" (Ozyorsk) dealing with public aware-
ness has been active. Their main tasks include: public
awareness about the activity of atomic industry plants,
the ecological situation in the regions of specific plants,
and the process of the work for rehabilitation of industry
and nature objectives, etc. The activity of this service
must be developed in a number of ways. They include
the development of relationships with the press, organi-
sation excursions to plants, public outreach in the form of
lectures, and an organisation made up of Russian and for-
eign radio-ecology scientists that promotes cooperation
in dealing with issues related to atomic energy.

The modern computer's world-wide web internet,
in which most of the plants have their web-sites, the
publication of different informative booklets and maga-
zines that explain the life of people living in cities with
atomic industry, and working at atomic plants also in-
creases public awareness.

We hope that with the success of further interna-
tional cooperation and the development of communi-
cation services, the fear facing the atomic industry will
be overcome.
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