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According to the definition introduced into the
world practice by the Brundtland Commission,
sustainable development is «the development that meets
and aspirations of the present generation without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs».

The level of requirements to nuclear energy, which,
from the very beginning, was considered a hazardous
technology (and still is a hazardous technology in the
society's eyes), considerably exceeds the same level
for other technologies. If other energy technologies still
have to develop in order to satisfy sustainable
development requirements, nuclear energy is already
practically ready to meet them.

Nuclear energy is intended for long-term and large-
scale applications, and its accumulated potential, as
well as presently proposed new promising nuclear
developments, will form the base for selection of
development options and concrete technological
solutions for future generations. This would, to some
extent, compensate for these generations the non-
renewable resources, presently consumed without their
permission.

However, to preserve and improve the role of
nuclear power in energy supply, the society should
deliberately accept nuclear technology.

This report discusses the objective preconditions,
which would lead the world community to acceptance
of nuclear energy. The following conditions deserve
special emphasis:

* Demographic growth, resulting in the increase of
energy demand and promoting the understanding
of the fact, that the world energy resources are

limited and all possible energy sources, including
nuclear ones, should be used.

• Development of the «third-world» countries,
creating additional energy demand, which cannot
be met without nuclear power.

• Global (and influencing the plans of each country)
need of availability and acceptable costs together
with reliability and safety of energy supply, and,
consequently, the interest to energy sources' di-
versification in order to eliminate the dependence
of fossil fuels import.

In order that the society could make a reasonable,
objective choice between energy technology options,
it should be provided with proper complete, objective
and accessible information, which could help it to make
this choice correctly. Here the possibility of objective
comparison of all the energy technologies' advantages
and deficiencies should also be provided.

The paper considers the ways to solve this strategic
task. Its solution could take a long time (several
decades) and should be properly perceived by the
generation of specialists now starting their career in
nuclear science and industry. Now it is a good time for
the new generation of nuclear specialists to solve this
problem - the large-scale NPP development is not yet
needed, there is a large accumulated experience and
perspective ideas, and there is enough time to analyze
the problems in detail, propose and prepare the
solutions and convince the general public, that these
solutions are correct. And then the next phase of nuclear
energy development would be based not only on correct
technical solutions, but also on a favourable social
environment.
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