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Abstract

The Hungarian Youth for Nuclear (FINE) was
established in 1999 as the Hungarian branch of the
Young Generation Network. Our purpose is to remove
the misconceptions and fears that have arisen around
the nuclear techniques, mainly nuclear energetics, and
to reply to the questions brought up by the Hungarian
youth on this topic. This year, our main activity was to
take part in the Student Island with a Nuclear-tent.

In this paper we delineate our experience that we
have gained with the help of our programmes about
the attitude and knowledge of the Hungarian youth.

Programmes of the Nuclear-tent

We stayed on the island for five days. We
communicated with the youth in the language of young
people, our flag and our presentations were adjusted
to the atmosphere of the festival. The visitors of the
Nuclear-tent were asked to fill a nuclear TOTO.

Our visitors had the opportunity to control a reactor
simulator, and they could follow interesting
demonstrations with a Geiger-Mtller counter. Every
day invited experts arrived to the Nuclear-tent to give
a lecture.

The culmination of the programmes was a public
debate held on one of the biggest stages. Three
members from FINE and three activists from the
Hungarian Antinuclear Workgroup were debating the
opposite opinions.

Lessons learned from the nuclear TOTO

Today in Hungary it is very hard to decide what
portion of the population supports nuclear energy.
Surveys of the public opinion - carried out mainly by
the Paks NPP on a small, but representative sample -
showed that the questionnaires must be compiled
carefully.

People usually don't trust atomic energy. This
situation is the result of the misinterpretation of the
media and the scientific explanations of nuclear experts
that are difficult to understand,

One way to solve this problem is to have us, the
young experts, try to teach and inform the youth in a
clear and understandable manner in our own language.
The critical point is to find a way to raise their interest.
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We constructed a nuclear TOTO, which fit the
atmosphere of the Student Island in style and in
intonation. The TOTO was made to insist on topics
that were interesting to the islanders. In connection with
the questions, we could assess the education of the
participants, Moreover, it was possibile to reward the
participants with high level issues, leaflets and toys
which were able to attract attention to the Nuclear-tent.
The idea fulfilled our hopes; almost everyone was
willing to fill in the TOTO.

During the five days we spent on the Student Island,
almost 350 TOTOs were filled out by the visitors of the
Nuclear-tent. This means that more than 350 young
persons spent at least twenty minutes with us, because
usually more than one person filled out each test.

The sample is small and not representative,
because the people who visited us are probably the
more sensitive layer of the young generation for the
problems of the country and the world. But the result
is suitable to draw some conclusion and to get some
feedback about our work.

There were 13+1 questions in the TOTO in
order to estimate the knowledge of the youth in the
nuclear field. It contained questions about the operation
of reactors, radiation, radiation protection, accidents
and energetics.

Our experience was that usually the youth heard
about only the largest accidents, but they were not clear
about the causes and consequences. On the other hand,
on the other topics, the level of their knowledge was
low or they have a lot of misconceptions, which can
often be worse.

Conclusions

In spite of the fore-mentioned experiences, we
found that the youth was very open when they were
addressed in their language. Since 15% of our visitors
were from abroad, we think that in the future, it makes
sense to invite the activists of YGN organisations of
other countries.

With the demonstrations we could make the young
people pay attention to the problems related to atomic
energy. Several interviews were taken with us and were
broadcast on TV and radio channels. The Nuclear-tent
also appeared on Internet news pages.


