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The dog (canis familiaris) was the most important animal species for Precolumbian
cultures, because it seems that there was a great abundance of these animals within
Mexican archaeozoological collections.

Studies of archaeozoological dogs' remains, indicate the existence of not one but
several types, which lived prior to the 16th century in the Mexican territory. This can
be said due to Colonial chronicles, but it was never an important issue to Mexican
archaeozoology.

Studying this problem, the authors had decided to submit a comparative study of
several morphometric parameters applicable to archaeozoological materials; for example,
aspects regarding cranial, dentition, and limb-bone measurements. The results show:

1) That most specimens studied are amount to a basic primordial type dated to
the beginning of Prehispanic civilization, whose form was quite similar to Mesoa-
merican common dog.

2) That related to this group an isolated group show consistent deviations, indi-
cating the presence of features related to other dog breeds. Regarding cranial and
dentition differences, there are from the Mexican hairless dog, or xoloitzcuintle; re-
garding different measurements in cranial as well as height-weight relationships, they
appear similar to that of the Maya dog, well-known as the malix, and another type,
this a rather short-legged one, named tlalchichi.
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A multielemental analysis was carried out in prehispanic human bony material com-
ing from the archaeological site Marien II, located in the most western north coast in
the Havana Province. The elements Ca, Sr, Na, Zn, Fe, Mn, Cu, Ba and P were deter-
mined for Atomic Absorption Spectrometer in ten adult remains.

The ratios: Sr/Ca=0.56, Zn/Ca=0.5 and log Ba/Ca=0.32, suggest that we are in
presence of a human group, with a mixed and half diet in proteins that although
interred in a cave that was inhabited by a population that exploited the resources of
the coast and the near sea, they had an appreciable dependence of economic sources
of inland in their gatherer activity. The variability smaller than 20% in the content of
Sr, points in the sense of the homogeneity in the dietary customs of the studied group.

The approaches are discussed that qualify to the individuals of the sample like
gatherers in the mark of this definition in our country, where the lack of pollinics
studies in the archaeological site prevents to determine the weight that the flora had
in the economy of these prehispanic communities.
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