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The technical challenge of realizing JTER and its estimated cost and duration make ITER one of the
most significant single civil R&D projects in the world, and calls for a pooling of technical expertise and
sharing of resources world-wide.

Taking into account the genesis of ITER as an initiative at summit level, in 1985 and 1986, and at the
Birmingham G8 Meeting (May 1998), the international nature of both the energy/environment problem
and the fusion research effort so far, and the success of international collaboration on ITER phases of
"Conceptual Design Activities" and the ongoing "Engineering Design Activities" (EDA), the ITER
Parties' activities should now aim at focusing on joint implementation of the Construction, Operation,
Exploitation and Decommissioning Activities of ITER.

The Chair of the ITER Parties' Grenoble Meeting (July 1999) proposed to take the initiative in
facilitating the start of "explorations to prepare for possible future negotiations towards ITER
construction."

Responding to this proposal, Professor E. Adamov, Minister of the Russian Federation for Atomic
Energy, addressed Mr. Philippe Busquin, Commissioner for Research, European Commission, and Mr.
Hirofumi Nakasone, Minister of State for Science and Technology, by similar letters and received
positive responses (see extracts on page 2).
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Participants in the Meeting



EXTRACT FROM MINISTER ADAMQV'S LETTER OF INVITATION

"We understand that the joint technical work currently performed within the ITER EDA
collaboration is progressing successfully.

I am also pleased to acknowledge that the joint preparatory discussions to pave the
ground for possible future multipartite negotiation towards ITER construction are now
reaching the point of maturity.

Therefore, I would now like to convey an invitation to start exploratory discussions among
the EU, Japan and the Russian Parties to prepare for possible negotiations on a joint
implementation of the ITER project. We believe that these discussions could benefit from
some kind of involvement of other possible parties."

At their Tokyo Meeting (January 2000), the ITER Parties were pleased to note this initiative. Also
noted were the actions and expectations by the Parties to complete positive response thereto as soon
as possible.

EXTRACT FROM COMMISSIONER BUSQUIN'S RESPONSE

"Thank you for your letter concerning preparatory discussions to pave the ground for
possible future decisions on the ITER project. I share the view that the complexity of the
tasks to be undertaken before eventually deciding on ITER construction requires the
greatest attention.

In my opinion, the ITER partners should start by exploring the critical issue of the legal
framework before addressing other issues. This should be no means prejudge future
decisions on whether and where ITER should be built."

EXTRACT FROM MINISTER NAKASONE'S RESPONSE

"Thank you for your letter concerning exploratory discussions to prepare for possible
negotiations on joint implementation of the ITER project. I very much appreciate your
initiative toward the complete realisation of ITER.

I also share your view that the joint technical work of the ITER EDA is being successfully
carried out, and I believe that the promotion and completion of the ITER EDA will
eventually provide a sound technical basis for the construction of ITER.

I am very pleased to learn - in connection with the ITER EDA - that the ITER-FEAT
Outline Design Report was accepted and that the Report of the ITER SWG-P2 on Joint
Implementation of ITER was endorsed for transmission to the Parties at the ITER
Meeting in Tokyo, 19 and 20 January 2000. Following this Meeting, internal discussions
and review procedures within the government of Japan have begun towards the initiation
of the Explorations. In my view, this progress of international discussions could
encourage the participation of other countries to this project.

I believe that the aspirations of the parties concerned toward the realisation of fusion
power and the understanding fostered by the ITER EDA will lead the ITER Project to a
great success."



On 11 February, Minister Adamov also wrote a letter to Mr. B. Richardson, the US Secretary of Energy,
saying that considering the current state of ITER, which is outside of the frames of the international
agreements and common joint projects currently in force, it would seem timely to start consultations
with representatives of the interested countries on practical steps leading to the construction of a
thermonuclear reactor with joint effort. He wrote that "based on this understanding, I would like to
invite the interested countries to take part in the consultations on the issue in the middle of April 2000
in Moscow."(Inofficial translation from Russian).

Minister Adamov emphasized in his above letter that Russia seriously considers the Thermonuclear
Reactor as the most acceptable source of energy for the environment. He said that he sincerely hoped
that Russia and the US would continue the joint co-operation in solving one of the most important
scientific and technological problems of the 21st century.

EXTRACT FROM US SECRETARY OF ENERGY RICHARDSON'S RESPONSE

"Although the Department of Energy is no longer a partner in the ITER project, we
recognize the potential value of ITER in developing the scientific basis necessary to
the development of fusion as a commercially viable energy source.

Although we are not prepared to participate in any consultations on ITER at this time,
if the current ITER partners decide to pursue construction and to enter into
substantive negotiations we would, after consultation with Congress, reassess the
possibility of a U.S. role in the project.

I appreciate the close and highly beneficial cooperation that has existed between our
fusion programs for the past 25 years and wish you every success in your
consultations."

The first meeting of the three Parties' Explorers was held in Moscow at the Business Centre
"Volynskoe-2 Atom" (formerly country residence of J. Stalin), on 13-14 April.

Opening this first Explorers' Meeting, Minister Adamov welcomed the participants, thanked the ITER
Parties for their positive response to his invitation and expressed the desire of the Russian Federation
to see ITER realized, stressing the importance of continued progress with the project as an
outstanding example of international scientific co-operation.

The Parties' Delegations shared the views that Explorations are non-committal, exploratory
discussions among the interested Parties, which should be aimed at reaching sufficient common
understanding, so as to allow interested Parties to enter negotiations on key elements of the ITER
Joint Implementation Agreement.

During the Meeting, the exploration tasks were discussed and agreed upon, as well as the work plan
and schedule.

The Explorers decided to finish their work before the end of the year, preparing a Report, which will
include material necessary for the start of the process of negotiations on further steps in the ITER
activities. To facilitate the preparation of this Report, it was decided to set up a standing supporting
Sub-Group, which was asked to address higher-priority issues, identified by the Explorers, and to
report back to the Explorers.


