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First of all, I would like to greet those attending this conference and hope they find the discussions interesting and the conclu-
sions on the enlargement of nuclear safety, meaningful. I hope this conference offers you an excellent chance to get acquainted
with Lithuania's experience and the work it has done in the area of nuclear safety. I also hope that this conference will help to
depoliticize the discussion of nuclear power plants. I think most will agree that the question of nuclear safety must be decided by
specialists and not politicians.

On the one hand, the safety of nuclear energy is a joint concern and duty of the entire international community. We
cannot, even for a minute, afford to doubt the necessity of assuring the safety of nuclear energy because that is the duty and
responsibility of all of us for future generations. Chernobyl is a silent and singular reminder to all of us. There can be no
exceptions here. No arguments can excuse the sacrificing of nuclear safety for an economic or any other kind of benefit. The
Lithuanian government and the Lithuanian people completely understand the importance of assuring the safety of the Ignalina
nuclear power plant and are paying a lot of attention to it. Whether this electric power plant can be used for a while longer or
must be immediately shut down, the experts, and only the experts, can say, and no politician's opinion can decide it. The
safety of the nuclear power plant is a political question only in as far as it concerns the government's clear duty to assure the
highest possible safety of the nuclear power plant.

Since 1991, Lithuania, through her own efforts as well as the bilateral and multilateral support of foreign states and international
organizations, has invested 220 million USD in the safety of the electric power plant. Lithuania has fulfilled all the obligations for
assuring the safety of the power plant in accordance with the 1994 Nuclear Safety Agreement signed with the European Reconstruc-
tion and Development Bank. I would especially like to thank Sweden, the United States of America and the governments of the
other northern states for their priceless material and financial support of the programs for assuring the safety of nuclear energy. At
this time, the experts acknowledge that the level of safety at the Ignalina nuclear power plant does not lag behind Western nuclear
power plants and is itself the safest power plant using RBMK reactors.

An active dialogue with the European Union, the United States of America as well as international financial and other organi-
zations is being held on the question of the future of the nuclear power plant at Ignalina. Unfortunately, it is no secret that the
question, at this time, is thoroughly politicized. That raises several concerns for Lithuanian society because the nuclear power
plant at Ignalina is one of the biggest electric power plants in the whole region, generating about 80 percent of Lithuania's electric
energy and is an important part of Lithuania's entire economic potential. It would be hard to explain to the Lithuanian people
why it would be necessary to sacrifice Lithuania's economic potential for only political motives. Nevertheless, we expect the
understanding and good will of Western societies in resolving this problem. In seeking to depart from the closed circle of political
discussions, last year, we further suggested the European Commission and EU countries create an independent international
group of experts, which both Lithuanian and Western societies could trust and which would submit conclusions about how much
longer the electric power plant could safely be used; whether or not a change of the fuel channels, planned for the near future,
would reduce the power plant's safety; and whether it is mandatory, for reasons of safety, to shut down the electric power plant
immediately or whether it could still be used for a while longer. If the experts, due to safety concerns, recommend shutting the
electric power plant down, the Lithuanian Seimas and the government is prepared to do so immediately. If, however they recom-
mend shutting the electric power plant down prior to the planned end date for its use due to political motives or due to a desire to
create an example for other states, then we have the right to request financial support to cover the expense of shutting it down. If
the international community should be unable to grant us sufficient support to pay for the expense of shutting it down and
creating an alternative energy capacity, then we have the right to use the electric power plant for as long as necessary until we
ourselves can save up the funds needed for shutting it down. Nevertheless, the most rational way would be to resolve this ques-
tion by a technical and not a political path. We hope that our suggestion for the founding of an international group of nuclear
energy experts to resolve the question of the future of the nuclear power plant at Ignalina will be discussed. The conference today
was organized so this could be deliberated.

On the other hand, Lithuania, while maintaining a constructive and good willed dialogue with the EU, is prepared to
consult it concerning one or another compromises. Recently an agreement was reached with the European Commission to
create a joint work group which will evaluate how much it will cost to shut down the electric power plant, calculating the
socio-economic and other possible consequences in case of early closure, and establishing the size and form of possible financial
support. After considering these calculations and the size of financial support, we are prepared to begin preliminary consulta-
tions concerning a decision for possible compromises, that are actually realizable, concerning the term for use of the nuclear
power plant at Ignalina.

In closing, I would like once again to emphasize that we are on the eve of important political resolutions and only the
conclusions of the experts can help the politicians decide to pass the decisions so important and understandable to all of
Lithuanian society.


