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AINSE was formed in 1958 as a cooperative venture of modest scope, involving the newly
established AAEC (created by the Atomic Energy Act of 1953 with facilities at Lucas Heights
being formally opened in 1955) and the eight universities that existed at the time. Research
emphasis was very much nuclear, with the two reactors MOATA and HIFAR and possible
future nuclear energy developments defining it. Two accelerators, added in the early sixties -
the 3 MV Van de Graaff and the 1.3 MV electron machine, were to sustain those original
activities of the AAEC. It would probably be true to say that AINSE in those early days placed
much importance on the general support of nuclear science throughout Australia, whereas now
of course the facilitation of the use of ANSTO facilities has become the main function.

Thereafter, both AINSE and the AAEC have undergone dramatic change. The number of
universities expanded to 19 in the late sixties, along with more support and encouragement for
research at both the new institutions and the original group of eight. University use of Lucas
Heights facilities, through the agency of AINSE, expanded and began to diversify somewhat
into other disciplines - a trend that has continued apace ever since. In the nineties, the Dawkins
revolution led to a doubling of the number of tertiary institutions, so that once again AINSE
experienced a quantum jump in size, with of course matching complexity. In parallel, AAEC
broadened its activities to embrace a wide range of nuclear and energy related areas, though
basic research began to taper off. Finally, the organization was given a new charter in 1985
and re-named ANSTO.

A much expanded university system, the "new" ANSTO, the rise of economic rationalism and
the creation of the ARC have combined to provide a succession of challenges to AINSE. From
the original small, club-like beginning with narrow interests, AINSE has emerged with more
than a four-fold increase in membership, to foster research within almost all of the Faculties of
those members.


