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At its meeting 25 January 1999,
the IAEA Board of Governors'
Programme and Budget
Committee initially reviewed the
Agency's draft regular budget for
the year 2000.

The regular budget calls for
expenditures of US $219.3 million
and reflects zero real growth com-
pared to this year's budget.
Activities in six major programme
areas are covered: nuclear power
and the fuel cycle; nuclear appli-
cations; nuclear, radiation, and
waste safety; nuclear verification
and security of material; manage-

More States have signed or ratified

Additional Protocols to their IAEA

Safeguards Agreements for the

Agency's application of strengthened

safeguards. The latest status report,

as of mid-January 1999, includes:

Armenia, signed 29 Sept. 1997

Australia, signed 23 Sept. 1997;

ratified 12 Dec. 1997

Austria (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Belgium (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Bulgaria, signed 24 Sept. 1998

Canada, signed 24 Sept. 1998

China, signed 31 Dec. 1998

Croatia, signed 22 Sept. 1998

Denmark (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Finland (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Euratom, signed 22 Sept. 1998

France (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Georgia, signed 29 Sept. 1997

Germany (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Ghana, signed 12 June 1998

Greece (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Holy See, signed and ratified 24

Sept. 1998

Hungary, signed 24 Nov. 1998

Ireland (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Italy (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

ment of technical cooperation for
development;and policy-making,
coordination,and support.

After its budget review, the
Committee's recommendations
go before the full IAEA Board,
whose first meetings of 1999 are
scheduled to begin in Vienna 22
March.

November 1998 Board
Meetings. At its final meetings
in 1998, held in November, the
Board's actions included
approval of the IAEA's Technical
Cooperation (TC) Programme for
1999-2000 and of six more

Japan, signed 4 Dec. 1998

Jordan, signed and ratified,

28 July 1998

Lithuania,signed 17 March 1998

Luxembourg (EU),signed 22 Sept.

1998

Netherlands (EU), signed 22 Sept.

1998

New Zealand, signed and ratified

24 Sept. 1998

Philippines, signed 30 Sept. 1997

Poland, signed 30 Sept. 1997

Additional Protocols to safe-
guards agreements with States.

The approved TC programme
embodies key characteristics — a
growing trend towards regional-
ization; a heightened attention to
the issue of safety; and the estab-
lishment of country profiles and
country-specific action plans.

The six approved Additional
Protocols are with China, Cyprus,
Hungary, Japan, Monaco, and
Slovenia. As of January 1999,
altogether 35 States have signed
or ratified Additional Protocols.
(See box below.)

Portugal (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Slovenia, signed 26 Nov. 1998

Spain (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

Sweden (EU), signed 22 Sept. 1998

UK (EU) signed 22 Sept. 1998

Uruguay, signed 29 Sept. 1997

USA, signed 12 June 1998

Uzbekistan, signed 22 Sept. 1998;

ratified 21 Dec. 1998

Photo: IAEA Director General Mohamed
EiBaradei (left) greets Ambassador Tibor Toth
of Hungary at the Protocol signing ceremony.
(Credit: Pavlicek/IAEA)



MORE STATES JOIN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS IN NUCLEAR FIELDS
Entering 1999, more States have
taken steps to join international
conventions in nuclear safety
and related fields that have been
adopted under IAEA auspices.

• Convention on Nuclear
Safety. In 1998,seven more coun-
tries - Italy (15 April 1998, ratified),
Portugal (20 May 1998, ratified), the
Republic of Moldova (7 May 1998,
acceded), Ukraine (8 April 1998, rat-
ified), Armenia (21 September
1998, ratified), Belarus (29 October

1998, acceded), and Denmark (13
November 1998, accepted) —
have agreed to be bound by the
Convention. As of January 1999,
the Convention had sixty-five
Signatories and forty-nine Parties.

• Joint Convention on the
Safety of Spent Fuel
Management and on the
Safety of Radioactive Waste
Management. On 27 January
1999, Russia became the 38th sig-
natory to the convention. Other
signatures and ratifications over
the past year include Canada (7
May 1998, signed and ratified),
Croatia (9 April 1998, signed),
Denmark (9 February 1998,
signed), Greece (9 February 1998,
signed), Hungary (2 June 1998, rat-

ified), Italy (26 January 1998,
signed); Norway (12 January 1998,
ratified), Peru (4June 1998,signed),
Philippines (10 March 1998,
signed), Spain (30 June 1998,
signed), Austria (17 September
1998, signed), Bulgaria (22
September 1998, signed), Slovakia
(6 October 1998, ratified), Germany
(13 October 1998, ratified), and
Australia (13 November 1998,
signed). As of late January 1999,
thirty-eight States had signed the
Convention and five States had
become Parties.

• Convention on the Physical
Protection of Nuclear Material.
In 1998, Uzbekistan and Moldova
deposited instruments of acces-
sion (9 February 1998 and 7 May
1998, respectively) and Bosnia
and Herzegovina an instrument
of succession (30 June 1998). As
of January 1999, the total num-
ber of Parties stands at sixty-
three States.

• Vienna Convention on Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage. In
1998, Belarus deposited an instru-
ment of ratification (9 February
1998), Moldova an instrument of
accession (7 May 1998), and Bosnia
and Herzegovina an instrument of

REVIEW MEETING OF
NUCLEAR SAFETY CONVENTION SET IN APRIL

States that are parties to the Convention on Nuclear Safety are
meeting at IAEA headquarters 12-23 April 1999 at the First Review
Meeting on the Convention's implementation. Presiding officers
of the meeting are Mr. Lars Hogberg of Sweden as President, and
Mr. Dan Beninson of Argentina and Mr. Steven Macintosh of
Australia as Vice-Presidents.

The Review Meeting includes the presentation and discussion
of national reports from Contracting Parties on the implementa-
tion of the Convention in their respective countries. Procedures of
the review process, among other matters, were agreed at an orga-
nizational meeting that was held in Vienna 29-30 September 1998
and attended by 44 Contracting Parties to the Convention.

Fuller reports on the organizational meeting, the provisional
agenda of the Review Meeting, and submissions of national reports
are accessible on the NuSafeWeb pages of the IAEA's WorldAtom
Internet site at www.iaea.org/ns/nusafe.

succession (30 June 1998). As of
January 1999, the number of
Parties to the Convention stands
at thirty-one States.

• Protocol to Amend the Vienna
Convention on Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage. As of January
1999,fourteen States have signed
the Protocol. They are Argentina,
Belarus,Czech Republic, Hungary,
Indonesia, Italy, Lebanon, Lithuania,
Morocco, Peru, the Philippines,
Poland,Romania,and Ukraine.

• Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation for
Nuclear Damage. As of January
1999,thirteen States have signed
the Convention. They are
Argentina, Australia, Czech
Republic, Indonesia, Italy,
Lebanon, Lithuania, Morocco,
Peru, the Philippines, Romania,
Ukraine, and the United States.

• Convention on Assistance
in the Case of a Nuclear
Accident or Radiological
Emergency. Belgium ratified the
convention early this year (4
January 1999). In 1998, Moldova
acceded to it (7 May 1998) and
Bosnia and Herzegovina suc-
ceeded to it (30 June 1998). As of
January 1999, the total number
of Parties is seventy-eight States.

• Convention on Early
Notification of a Nuclear
Accident. Belgium ratified the
Convention early this year (4
January 1999). In 1998, Moldova
acceded to it (7 May 1998) and
Bosnia and Herzegovina suc-
ceeded to it (30 June 1998). As of
January 1999, the number of
Parties is eighty-three States.

For updated status reports and
texts of the Conventions, visit the
IAEA's WorldAtom Web site at
http://www.iaea.org. On the front
page, click on "Laws/Conventions"
in the Quick Index for easy access
to the pages.
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IAEA Director General Mohamed
ElBaradei addressed officials in
Argentina, Brazil, and Chile
recently on the work and chal-
lenges before the Agency. The
full texts of the statements are
accessible over the Agency's
WorldAtom Internet services at
http://www.iaea.org.

Also added to WorldAtom
recently have been Dr.EIBaradei's
statements before the United
Nations General Assembly, as
well as to groups in a number of
countries. Statements include:
H The Role of the International
Atomic Energy Agency in
Technology Transfer for the
Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy
and the Strengthening of the
Safeguards System. The Director
General delivered separate

speeches on this subject in
December 1998 in Brasilia, Buenos
Aires, and Santiago. In Brazil, he
addressed the Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs; in Argentina, the
Council for International Relations;
and in Chile,a national seminar on
"Nuclear Development and Its
Implications for Chilean
International Policy" Topics fea-
tured in the speeches included
nuclear verification and future
prospects; nuclear energy and sus-
tainable development; nuclear
safety; and technology transfer.

H International Cooperation
and the Future of Nuclear Power,
statement to the European
Nuclear Congress 1998, in Nice,
France, 26 October 1998.

ffl Statement at the
International Symposium on
Marine Pollution, Monaco, 5
October 1998. Dr. ElBaradei pre-
sented the opening statement at
this symposium, which examined
major cooperative projects for
protecting the oceans and seas.

H Statement at the Marine
Environmental Assessment of
the Black Sea Region Ministerial
Meeting, Monaco, 5 October
1998. In an opening address, the
Director General highlighted
progress and problems in the
context of the IAEA's cooperative
Black Sea projects.

I I The Contribution of Nuclear
Energy Cooperation to a New
Global Age, to the Nuclear
Energy Agency (NEA) of the
Organization for Cooperation
and Development, Paris, France,
30 September 1998.The address
was on the occasion of the NEA's
40th anniversary.

M Address to the OECD Council,
Paris, 30 September 1998. Dr.
ElBaradei presented an overview
of the IAEA's work in the context
oftheOECD's interests.

Photo: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and Dr. ElBaradei in New York in
November 1998.

IAEA 1NSI
International political and mili-
tary developments in late 1998
halted inspections in Iraq that
have been carried out under UN
Security Council resolutions by
the IAEA and United Nations
Special Commission (UNSCOM).

On 16 December 1998, the
IAEA announced that, for safe-
ty and other reasons, its Nuclear
Monitoring Group was being
relocated from Iraq to Bahrain
in coordination with UNSCOM's
relocation of its personnel. In
taking the decision to relocate

IAEA staff,: Director General
Mohamed ElBaradei consulted
with the UN Office of the
Secretary General and subse-
quently notified the President
of the Security Council by letter.

Both the IAEA and UNSCOM
had conducted inspections
from mid-November to early
December following Iraq's deci-
sion at the time to resume its
fult cooperation. In the nuclear
area, IAEA inspectors carried
out an intensive programme of
facility inspections in order to

re-establish continuity of knowl-
edge of the status of Iraq's rele-
vant technical assets and to
continue with previously
planned work, with the aim of
full implementation of the
IAEA's mandate in Iraq, includ-
ing its right to full and free
access. Dr. ElBaradei reported
the results of these inspection
activities to UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan and the
Security Council in mid-
December, before the relocation
of IAEA personnel.
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At the request of Member States,
the IAEA is serving as a clearing-
house and contact point on the
year 2000 computer issues —
widely known as the Y2K prob
lem — as they concern peaceful
nuclear and related technologies
and services. The activities were
requested in September 1998 by
the IAEA General Conference.

As part of its work, the Agency
has put into place an action plan
that covers relevant activities
related to nuclear safety, medical
applications, safeguards,and the
IAEA's databases and information
systems.

Regarding nuclear safety activ-
ities, the IAEA is surveying its
Member States about Y2K
actions they have taken and
planned. Information gathered
from the questionnaire will be
disseminated among Member
States.

Drawing upon experience in
Member States, a draft report is
being finalized that reviews

methods and approaches for dis-
covering, understanding, and
correcting Y2K problems at
nuclear installations; the draft is
accessible on the IAEA's NuSafe
pages of the WorldAtom Web site
at www.iaea.org/ns/nusafe. Also
planned over the coming
months are additional meetings
and workshops on specific Y2K
issues and solutions.

Y2KSeminar. In the area of
safeguards, the Agency is con-
vening an international seminar
in Vienna 1 -5 February 1999 on
Y2K issues as they affect nuclear
safeguards and physical protec-
tion of nuclear materials.

The successful implementation
of safeguards and physical pro-
tection measures depends upon
computer-based systems, and
the Agency is well advanced in
developing solutions for its
extensive inventory of systems.

The seminar aims to share the
experience in Member States
and the Agency, since associated
problems need to be addressed
on a cooperative basis. Seminar
topics include instrumentation
issues, applications software,
data reporting systems, and
issues of special importance to
physical protection.

For detailed information,
updates, and progress reports
about the IAEA's work related to
Y2K problems, visit the IAEA's
WorldAtom services on the
Internet at http://www.iaea.org.
A special series of pages is devot-
ed to the Y2K problem, including
links to national authorities and
other organizations in IAEA
Member States.

The new premises of the IAEA Marine Environment Laboratory (MEL) in Monaco were officially inaugurated at the time of
the IAEA International Symposium on Marine Pollution in October 1998 in the presence of HSH Prince Rainer III (second
from left) and Prince Albert (left). Also attending the inauguration ceremony were IAEA Director General Mohamed
ElBaradei (right), Mr. Hugh Livingston, MEL Director (third from left), and Japan's Ambassador Y. Ikeda, then Chairman of
the IAEA Board of Governors. More information about the Symposium and the IAEA's Marine Environment Laboratory
can be found by visiting the IAEA's WorldAtom Web site at http://www.iaea.org/monaco.
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International symposia, confer-
ences, and seminars of the IAEA
in 1999 include:

H International Seminar on
Therapeutic Applications of
Radiopharmaceuticals,
Hyderabad, India, 18-22 January
1999. Radionuclides, such as
iodine-131 and phosphorus-32,
long have been used in medical
treatment of benign and malig-
nant tumours. More new
radionuclides now are being
introduced in line with advances
in medical and related fields,
including genetics and molecu-
lar biology, for the treatment of
metastatic bone pain, neuroen-
docrine, and other tumours. This
seminar examines recent
advances, including extensive
clinical experience that has been
acquired in recent years.
Participants include medical pro-
fessionals and biomedical
researchers engaged in the field
of radiotherapy.

W Seminar on Year 2000 (Y2K)
Issues Affecting Nuclear
Safeguards and Physical
Protection, Vienna, Austria, 1-5
February 1999. (See item, page 4.)

I I International Symposium
on Isotope Techniques in Water
Resources Development and
Management, Vienna, Austria,
10-14 May 1999. Issues of fresh-
water scarcity and the degradation
of its quality are of growing inter-
national concern. Water pollution,
salinization and over-exploitation
are serious hindrances to sustain-
able development, and isotope
techniques have shown they play
an important role in combating
these problems. Research and
applications of isotope techniques
in water resources development
and related environmental disci-
Photo: In Ethiopia's Moyale region,

IAEA-supported projects are assess-

ing water resources. (Credit: Kinley/IAEA)

plines will be the focus of this sym-
posium. It will review recent
advances, and provide a basis for
decisions about further research
and development projects.

•1 International Symposium
on Mixed Oxide (MOX) Fuel
Cycle Technologies for Medium-
and Long-Term Deployment:
Experience, Advances, Trends,
Vienna, Austria, 17-21 May 1999.
Mixed-oxide fuel, originally
developed for fast-breeder reac-
tors (FBRs), is now mostly used
in light-water reactors (LWRs).
Thirty-four operating LWRs, six
FBRs and one advanced thermal
reactor are fuelled with MOX.
Today's MOX fuel technologies
constitute a well-grounded basis
for industrial MOX fuel process-
ing and utilization.This sympo-
sium examines experience and
prospects for achieving more
efficient contribution of MOX
fuel to the operation of LWRs
and FBRs and for extensions to
other reactor systems.

LI International Conference
on the Strengthening of
Nuclear Safety in Eastern
Europe, Vienna, Austria, 14-18
June 1999. Following political
changes in Eastern Europe,atten-

. & SEIv
tion was centred on the safety of
nuclear power plants designed
in the former Soviet Union more
than two decades ago. These
plants were constructed and
operated according to Soviet
safety standards issued in the
1960s. The safety approach
adopted in their design and
operation was different from
what was then prevalent in the
West. After nearly one decade of
national and international
efforts, this conference reviews
both the achievements in
improving safety of Soviet-
designed plants and the tasks to
be addressed in the future.

M International Symposium
on Technologies for the
Management of Radioactive
Waste from Nuclear Power
Plants and Back-End Nuclear
Fuel Cycle Activities, Taejon,
Republic of Korea, 30 August-3
September 1999. The operation of
nuclear power reactors generates
fission and neutron activation
products. These end up in
radioactive waste or spent fuel
assemblies. Wastes containing fis-
sion and activation products and
remnants of original fissionable
radionuclides also are generated
in the back-end of the nuclear
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fuel cycle and from the decom-
missioning of power plants and
fuel cycle facilities.This sympo-
sium reviews the current status of
technological infrastructures
needed for safe,environmentally
sound, and cost- effective man-
agement of radioactive waste
from nuclear power generation.
Presentations examine the status
of integrated and optimized
waste management systems;
achievements in the manage-
ment of radioactive waste; and
progress in other areas of special
importance to achieving further
technological improvements.

Is International Symposium
on Research Reactor Utiliza-
tion, Safety and Management,
Lisbon, Portugal, 6-10 September
1999. This symposium examines
global concerns related to the use
of research reactors.They include
their under-utilization, particular-
ly in developing countries; the
need for their modification and
refurbishment, either for improv-

ing utilization or for general
upgrades and modernization; the
safety aspects of older facilities
and of modification projects; the
implications of core conversion to
lower enriched fuels; spent fuel
storage problems; management
of radioactive waste; the mainte-
nance of quality of equipment
and personnel;the introduction
of a safety culture in research
reactor facilities; extended shut
down situations and their impli-
cations; mothballing and decom-
missioning; and the regulatory
approaches related to major
issues. Participants include
designers, operators, managers,
and regulators in the areas of
research reactor utilization, safe-
ty, and management.

More information will be issued in
the coming months about these
and other meetings:

m Seminar on Mutation
Techniques and Molecular
Genetics for Tropical and

Subtropical Plant Improvement
in Asia and the Pacific Region,
Manila, Philippines, 11-15 October

1999.

I I International Conference
on Irradiation to Ensure Safety
and Quality of Food, Morocco,
19-22 October 1999.

Wk Seminar on Strengthened
International Safeguards: The
Record to Date, Vienna, Austria,
18-22 October 1999.

I I International Symposium
on Radiological Assessment
and Rehabilitation of Areas
with Residual Radioactivity,
USA, November 1999.

Please note that information
about IAEA meetings is subject to
change. Visit the Meetings
Calendar of the IAEA's WorldAtom
Internet services at http://
www.iaea.org for updates and
related information.

A range of IAEA activities was displayed in exhibits at UN Open Day at the Vienna International Centre in October 1998.
Shown here are exhibits on the work of the Seibersdorf Laboratories, the International Nuclear Information System (INIS),
and the IAEA's WorldAtom Internet site. More than 9000 visitors attended, (credit: oistina Lourido/iAEA)
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NEW IAEA BOOKS

IAEA publications recently published include:

• RADIOLOGICAL CONDITIONS OF THE
WESTERN KARA SEA, Radiological Assessment
Reports Series.This report presents the findings of
the International Arctic Seas Assessment Project
(IASAP) on the potential health and environmen-
tal impacts of high-level radioactive waste dumped
in the Arctic Seas. In addition, it evaluates potential
future releases, predicts their environmental trans-
port and assesses radiological impact on all life
forms.The report also examines the feasibility, costs
and benefits of possible remedial measures. Price:
Austrian Schillings (AS) 440.

M RADIOLOGICAL CONDITIONS AT THE
SEMIPALATINSK TEST SITE, KAZAKHSTAN:
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMEN-
DATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY, Radiological
Assessment Reports Series.This report covers the
study of radiological conditions at the former
nuclear test site at Semipalatinsk, Kazakhstan.The
study, conducted by international experts under
the auspices of the IAEA, assesses the current and
potential future radiation doses in Semipalatinsk
and neighbouring settlements.Price: AS200.

• NUCLEAR RESEARCH REACTORS IN THE
WORLD — December 1998 Edition, Reference
Data Series No.3.This booklet, in its 11th edition,
contains general information on research reactors
in operation, under construction, planned and shut
down. Data are reported by IAEA Member States.
Price: AS240.

• DIRECTORY OF NUCLEAR RESEARCH REAC-
TORS 1998.This directory provides administrative,
technical and utilization information on research
reactors, operational or shut down. Information is
based on data available in the IAEA Research
Reactor Data Base (RRDB) as of October 1998.
General information on reactors which are planned
or are under construction is also included. Price:
AS2520.

• SAFETY ISSUES FOR ADVANCED PROTEC-
TION, CONTROL AND HUMAN-MACHINE INTER-
FACE SYSTEMS IN OPERATING NUCLEAR POWER
PLANTS, Safety Reports Series No. 6.This report
describes safety and licensing issues. It offers good
practices and safety approaches to retrofitting dig-
ital instrumentation and control in operating
nuclear power plants. The report offers valuable
guidance for those involved in upgrading safety-
related systems at nuclear power plants. Price:
AS280

M OPERATING EXPERIENCE WITH NUCLEAR
POWER STATIONS IN MEMBER STATES IN 1997.
This 29th annual edition is based on output from
the Agency's Power Reactor Information System
(PRIS) and contains data on electricity production,
overall plant operating performance and plant
outages during 1997 for individual plants. The
report also contains an historical summary of per-
formance and outages during the lifetime of indi-
vidual plants and five figures illustrating world-
wide performance and statistical data. Price:
AS2440

M EVALUATION OF THE SAFETY OF OPERATING
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS BUILT TO EARLIER
STANDARDS -A Common Basis for Judgement,
Safety Reports Series No. 12.This guide addresses
safety assessment and judgement processes for
operating nuclear power plants built to earlier stan-
dards. It is based on a comparison with current safe-
ty standards and complements Safety Guide No.
50-SG-O12, Periodic Safety Review of Operational
Nuclear Power Plants (1994). Price: AS360

• RADIOLOGICAL CHARACTERIZATION OF
SHUT DOWN NUCLEAR REACTORS FOR
DECOMMISSIONING PURPOSES, Technical
Reports Series No. 389. As the number of shut down
installations increases, evaluating objectives and
implications of a characterization strategy in a sys-
tematic manner has become important.Within the
framework of this strategy, this publication
describes and assesses radiological characteriza-
tion as a precursor to decommissioning. It also
reviews and comments on relevant technical and
management factors. Price: AS600.

M THE RADIOLOGICAL SITUATION AT THE
ATOLLS OF MURUROA AND FANGATAUFA,
Report by an International Advisory Group,
Radiological Assessment Reports Series. A series
of reports has been issued, including a compre-
hensive main report, summary report, six-volume
technical report, and an executive summary.
Additionally, proceedings of the international con-
ference on the study that was held 29 June to 3 July
1998 are being issued by the IAEA. Prices: from
200AS for the summaries to 1200AS for the main
report.

More information about these books and other IAEA
publications may be obtained from the IAEA
Division of Publications (E-mail: sales.publica-
tions@iaea.org) or by visiting the IAEA Books section
of the Agency's WorldAtom Internet services at
www.iaea.org.
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H Spent Fuel Symposium. Experts from 35 coun-
tries and four international organizations recently
met in Vienna at the IAEA's International
Symposium on Storage of Spent Fuel from Power
Reactors. The meeting, held in November 1998,
reviewed the global situation and national policies
and practices. A summary is accessible on the
IAEA's WorldAtom Internet services at
www.iaea.org/worldatom/updates/spentfuel.html.

H COP-4 in Buenos Aires. The IAEA was an official
observer at the Fourth Session ofthe Conference
ofthe Parties to the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, held 2-13 November 1998 in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. The Agency now is ana-
lyzing the implications for nuclear power prospects
ofthe various mechanisms adopted at the meet-
ing as part of an action plan that the Parties adopt-
ed for finalizing outstanding details of the 1997
Kyoto Protocol.

H Public Information Seminars. The IAEA
recently organized public information seminars
with national authorities in Thailand and Chile. In
Bangkok 25-26 November 1998, the seminar
focused on the country's peaceful uses of nuclear

energy; it was organized in cooperation with the
Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand and
the Office of Atomic Energy for Peace. In Santiago
9-10 December 1998, the seminar focused on
nuclear development and its implications on
Chilean International Policy. It was jointly spon-
sored by the Chilean Foreign Ministry and the
Nuclear Energy Commission.

H Inter-Agency Cooperation. The work ofthe
International Consultative Group on Food
Irradiation — an inter-agency body of 47 member
countries — has been extended for another three
years. Its present mandate was set to expire in May
1999. The group is a joint arm of the Food and
Agriculture Organization, World Health
Organization, and IAEA. More information may be
obtained from the Joint FAO/IAEA Division, which
serves as the group's secretariat, at IAEA head-
quarters in Vienna.

I I Presentation at Seibersdorf Laboratories. In
December 1998, the IAEA received a Ukrainian
teapot (photo) in recognition of its Chernobyl-relat-
ed work in Ukraine.The gift was officially presented
to mark the opening of the Ovruch Milk Factory in
Ukraine within the framework ofthe IAEA's techni-
cal cooperation project entitled "Reduction of
Radionuclides in Human Food and the Environment'.'
Accepting the gift at the IAEA's Seibersdorf
Laboratories, where scientists are actively involved
in the project, was Mr.Jihui Qian, Deputy Director
General for Technical Cooperation. Extensive areas
of Ukraine were contaminated as a result of radioac-
tive fallout from the Chernobyl accident in 1986.
Radionuclides found their way into the food chain,
especially dairy products, as more than 120 enter-
prises in Ukraine's food and processing industry are
located in contaminated areas. The IAEA project is
assisting authorities to monitor radiation levels and
advising them on ways to reduce the internal dose to
the population through effective control and reduc-
tion of radionuclides in dairy products. The project's
main counterpart is a milk canning factory at Ovruch,
located eighty kilometers west of Chernobyl. By
assisting authorities, the Agency is helping to ensure
that people living in Ukraine's radioactively conta-
minated regions can receive uncontaminated milk
and other dairy products.
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