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States have taken steps to fur-
ther strengthen global nuclear
cooperation through IAEA pro-
grammes and activities. They
took the actions at the 41 st reg-
ular session of the IAEA General
Conference, which was held 29
September to 3 October 1997.
High-level governmental dele-
gates, including 28 Ministers,
from 106 IAEA Member States
attended the Conference.
Elected President was Mr. Jerzy
Niewodniczanski of Poland.

During the Conference,
States adopted resolutions on a
range of topics. They included
those related to:

Strengthening the IAEA's
Safeguards System. The General
Conference emphasized the
importance of further strength-
ening the Agency's internation-
al safeguards system, expressing
the conviction that IAEA safe-
guards can promote greater con-
fidence among States and thus
contribute to strengthening their
collective security. It supported
decisions of the IAEA Board of
Governors to increase the
Agency's capability to detect
undeclared nuclear activities.The
Conference requested all States

having IAEA safeguards agree-
ments to accept additional mea-
sures provided for in the Model
Protocol that was adopted by
the IAEA Board in May 1997, and
to sign additional protocols
promptly. Also, the Conference
supported the negotiation of
additional protocols or other
legally binding agreements with
nuclear-weapon States incorpo-
rating those measures that each
of them has identified as capa-
ble of contributing to the non-
proliferation and efficiency aims
of the Protocol.

Strengthening IAEA Technical
Cooperation Activities. The
Conference requested the
Director General to pursue with
Member States efforts to
strengthen the Agency's techni-
cal co-operation activities. It
stressed the need for effective
programmes aimed at improv-
ing the scientific and technolog-
ical capabilities of developing
countries in peaceful applica-
tions of nuclear energy —
including both the applications
of nuclear methods and tech-
niques and the production of

continued on page 4

The newly constituted IAEA
Board of Governors has elected
Ambassador Yuji Ikeda of Japan
as its Chairman for 1997-98 Mr.
Jan Stuller of the Czech Republic
and Ambassador Mohamed El
Fadhel Khalil of Tunisia were
elected as Vice-Chairmen.

The newly constituted Board
for 1997-98 includes Governors
from eleven Member States
elected 3 October at the 41st
regular session of the IAEA
General Conference. They are:
Ghana, Hungary, Italy, Republic
of Korea, Mexico, Morocco,
Pakistan, Peru, Slovenia, Sweden,
and Viet Nam. The other 24
Member States which have
either been designated by the
Board or previously elected by
the General Conference are:
Argentina, Australia, Belgium,
Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia,
Cuba, Czech Republic, France,
Germany, India, Japan, Malaysia,
Namibia, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Portugal, Russian
Federation, South Africa,Tunisia,
United Arab Emirates, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and United
States of America.
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Mr. Niewodniczanski, General Conference President
(right), administers the oath of office to Dr. EiBaradei.
(Credit: Pavlicek/IAEA)

On the opening day of its
41st regular session 29
September 1997 in Vienna,
the IAEA General Confer-
ence approved the appoint-
ment of Dr. Mohamed
EiBaradei as the next Director
General. He succeeds Dr.
Hans Blix of Sweden, who is
retiring after sixteen years in
office, and on whom the

General Conference conferred
the title of Director General
Emeritus for his record of distin-
guished service.The change of
leadership takes effect 1
December 1997. Dr. EiBaradei is
Assistant Director General in
charge of External Relations.
Highlights of their respective
statements to the General
Conference are featured inside.

1



DR. ELBARADEI OUTLINES CHALLENGES AHEAD

Addressing the IAEA General
Conference 29 September, the
Agency's next Director General,
Dr.Mohamed ElBaradei of Egypt,
outlined challenging tasks shap-
ing the Agency's future and
called for a broad consensus on
the three pillars of sustainable
development, nuclear safety, and
nuclear verification.The appoint-
ment of Dr. ElBaradei as Director
General to an initial four-term of
office, effective 1 December
1997, was approved by the
Agency's General Conference.

"The IAEA is an organization
for the promotion of peace and
sustainable development through
international cooperation to uti-
lize nuclear energy safely, while
curbing nuclear weapons'prolif-
eration and hopefully one day
verifying their elimination," Dr.
ElBaradei said in his statement.
'The Agency can be justly proud
of its record, to which Dr. Blix, to
whom I pay special tribute, has
contributed in such an out-
standing manner during his
tenure. He steered the Agency
through turbulent times with
deftness and vision."

Dr. ElBaradei outlined three
sets of challenging and complex
tasks ahead for the Agency and
its Member States.The first con-
cerns assistance to countries
interested in using peaceful
applications of nuclear technol-
ogy in safe and productive ways
to satisfy requirements for ener-
gy, food, health, and water,
among other basic needs, in line
with their priorities for econom-
ic and social development.

The second concerns build-
ing on progress over the past
decade by consolidating the
global regime for nuclear and
radiation safety as a compre-
hensive and coherent set of well-
accepted standards. The
transformation of many of the
safety norms into conventions
and "hard law" is a welcome

development, he said, that
should continue with emphasis
on adherence.The third set of
tasks concerns the verification of
States' undertakings not to
develop nuclear weapons, which
he called "vital to international
security"Under the strengthened
safeguards system that States
have adopted, he said that "the
Agency must be able to provide
additional assurances about an
inspected State's nuclear activi-
ties, as this will undoubtedly
become of critical importance as
we move towards nuclear disar-
mament'.'He said it is now"pivotal"
that the Protocol incorporating the
new safeguards measures gains
universal support among States.

Some "fundamental require-
ments" are needed for meeting
the challenges effectively, he said.
They include a broad consensus
on,and sustained commitmentto,
the three pillars defined above; a
focused programme and clearly
defined priorities; and adequate
resources, both human and finan-
cial. "The IAEA cannot have a
monopoly on all things nuclear,"
he said."We need to review the
programme to ensure that it is
organized around our core com-
petencies and what the Agency is
best suited to do."He said that the
criteria governments should use
in judging whether to commit
additional resources to the
Agency is "whether they, its share-
holders, stand to get a good
return on their investment, both
in the short and long term." If they
regard the IAEA as a successful
instrument for promoting inter-
national peace,enhancing nuclear
safety,and positively contributing
to the process of economic and
social development, he said, then
investment in the Agency was
surely a wise decision. —The full
text is accessible over the IAEA's
WorldAtom Internet services at
http://www.iaea.org/GC/gc41/state-
ments.

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME
ATGC

Three sessions of a Scientific
Programme were convened dur-
ing the General Conference.

Nuclear Energy and the
Environment. Chaired by Mr.C.K.
Lee of the Republic of Korea, the
session featured reports on the
global energy outlook (Mr. N.
Nakicenovic, NASA); nuclear pow-
er and climate change (Mr. J.
Paffenbarger,IEA/OECD); revised
reactor and fuel cycle concepts
(Mr. E.O. Adamov, Russia); com-
parative assessment of energy
sources (Mr. H. Rogner, IAEA); and
measuring climate change using
isotopes (Mr. W.M. Edmunds, UK).

Turning Some Military Nuclear
Technology to Peaceful Use.
Chaired by Mr. R.Chidambaram
of India, the session featured
reports on Russian experience
with space, submarine, and laser
nuclear technology for civil
applications (Mr.V.N. Mikhailov
and Mr. A.V.Zrodnikov, Russian-
technology for using military
plutonium for peaceful purpos-
es (Mr. B.Sicard, France); redirec-
tion of former Soviet military
scientists to peaceful research
(Mr. M.Takano, Russia); and con-
version of defense equipment
into commercial electron beam
equipment (Mr. R. Genuario, USA).

Strengthened Nuclear Verifi-
cation, From Concept to
Implementation. Chaired by Mr.
Bruno Pellaud, Deputy Director
General of IAEA Safeguards, the
session featured reports by Mr.
R. Hooper, Ms. A. Nilsson, Mr. R.
Abedin-Zadeh, and Mr. D.
Perricos of the Department on
the strengthened safeguards
system and experience from the
IAEA's additional verification
assignments and implications
for the future. A roundtable dis-
cussion included Ambassador L
Joseph, Australia; Mr. M. Ryzhov,
Russia; Mr. R. Loosch, Germany;
and Mr. L.A.Vinhas, Brazil.
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PRODUCTIVE YEAR, DR. BLIX REPORTS

In a statement to the IAEA General
Conference 29 September, Director
General Hans Blix called the past
year an"extremely productive one''
He cited specific achievements in
areas of technical cooperation; safe-
guards and verification; illicit
nuclear trafficking;and nuclear, radi-
ation,and waste safety. They includ-
ed the results in Africa through
IAEA-supported projects to eradi-
cate animal disease and pests
affecting agricultural economies;
the entry into force of the
Convention on Nuclear Safety; the
adoption of new legal instruments
on liability for nuclear damage;the
adoption of a Joint Convention on
the Safety of Spent Fuel
Management and on the Safety of
Radioactive Waste Management;
the adoption of new verification
measures to strengthen the
Agency's international safeguards
system; and the IAEA's activities to
assist States in combating illicit traf-
ficking in nuclear materials. He
commended the constructive work
of Member States, their represen-
tatives, and the IAEA's Secretariat
for the results.

Concerning nuclear power,
the Dr. Blix said that despite its
demonstrated environmental
benefits and the rising concerns
over climate change and global
warming, vigorous expansion
was currently only to be found in
some countries of East Asia.One
future challenge, he said, would
be the provision of data and ana-
lytical tools to help countries
assess their energy needs and
policies, including the compara-
tive analysis of health, environ-
mental, safety, and security
impacts of nuclear and other
energy options. He also called
for a fuller discussion of energy
issues within the UN system, and
suggested that one organization
within the United Nations system
could be made a systemwide
focal point and task manager for
the compilation and analysis of

relevant energy data. Dr. Blix not-
ed that energy policies, including
those on nuclear power, are set
for greater discussion, citing the
USA's initiative to internally dis-
cuss and assess the problem of
climate change; the invitation by
Russia to Group of Seven minis-
ters for an energy summit in
1998; and the Kyoto Conference
on the Climate Change
Convention in December 1997.

Selected highlights of the
Director General's address follow.

Safeguards and verification.
Dr. Blix urged countries to main-
tain the momentum that has
been gained from the adoption
by the Board of Governors in
June 1997 of new safeguards
measures (a Model Additional
Protocol) that will strengthen the
safeguards system and improve
its cost efficiency. He expressed
appreciation that a number of
countries already had signed or
were close to signing the Protocol.
Regarding verification related to
areas of disarmament, Dr. Blix
reported on recent developments
involving the United States, Russia,
and the IAEA (Trilateral Initiative)
for possible Agency verification of
nuclear material transferred from
the defense to the peaceful sector.
He also expressed hope that talks
would soon be reactivated on the
proposal for a so-called "cut-off"
agreement to stop all production
of fissile material for weapons pur-
poses. He said that many ques-
tions need to be answered about
the modalities of such verification
and how it would be financed, and
suggested it was timely for
thought to be devoted to a special
nuclear disarmament verification
fund based on long-term volun-
tary contributions.

Research and the transfer of
nuclear technology. Dr. Blix cited
new strategies and approaches
that the Agency had put into place
to strengthen its technical coop-
eration programme,and the capa-

bilities of Member States to safely
apply nuclear and radiation tech-
nologies. He noted specific results
in several areas, including an IAEA
model project to help strengthen
radiation safety programmes that
has grown to encompass 53 coun-
tries. Among future challenges in
areas of technology transfer are
the wider application of Agency
safety standards, the acceptance
and implementation of safety-
related conventions, and the ade-
quate funding of technical
cooperation projects and activities.

Nuclear safety. The Director
General particularly highlighted
recently adopted conventions.
He said that States must be
encouraged to adhere to them
and to fully participate in the
peer reviews and other proce-
dures for their implementation.

Illicit nuclear trafficking. In
highlighting aspects of the IAEA
programme in this field, Dr. Blix
said that efforts are focused on
activities to supplement the
action of governments and to
coordinate a variety of measures
to assist them in areas such as
training, physical protection of
nuclear material, and the
exchange of information about
confirmed incidents.—The full
text is accessible over the IAEA's
WorldAtom Internet services at
http://www.iaea.org/GC/gc41/stat
ements

Reports to United Nations and
Security Council. In late October,
Dr. Blix is scheduled to address the
United Nations General Assembly
on the status of IAEA programmes
in nuclear safety, safeguards, and
sustainable development in vari-
ous fields. In mid-October, he will
present reports to the UN Security
Council on the Agency's ongoing
verification activities in Iraq and
the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea. Check the IAEA's
WorldAtom Internet services for
news and updates.
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GC Resolutions, continued from page 1

electricity. It emphasized that
these programmes should con-
tribute to achieving sustainable
development in developing
countries.

Nuclear Inspections in Iraq.
The Conference commended the
Director General and the Agency's
Action Team for their strenuous
efforts to implement Security
Council resolutions 687,707,715,
and 1051, and requested them to
continue their efforts to fulfill
their mandate. It called upon Iraq
to cooperate fully with the Action
Team in meeting its requests for
information and in achieving the
complete and long-term imple-
mentation of the relevant reso-
lutions. It stressed Iraq's obligation
to hand over to the Action Team
without further delay currently
undisclosed nuclear-weapon-
related equipment, material and
information and to the allow the
Action Team immediate, uncon-
ditional and unrestricted rights
of access, in accordance with
Security Resolution 707.

Safeguards in the DPRK. The
Conference expressed its con-
cern over the DPRK's continuing
non-compliance with its IAEA
safeguards agreement, and
called upon the DPRK to comply
fully with it. It urged the DPRK to
take all steps the Agency may
deem necessary to preserve all
information relevant to verifying
the accuracy and completeness
of the DPRK's initial report on the
inventory of nuclear material
subject to safeguards until the
DPRK comes into full compliance
with the agreement. The
Conference commended the
Agency for its efforts to monitor
the freeze of specified facilities
in the DPRK as requested by the
United Nations Security Council.

Safeguards in the Middle
East. The Conference requested
the Agency's Director General to
continue consultations with the
States in the Middle East to facil-

itate the early application of full-
scope IAEA safeguards to all
nuclear activities in the region as
relevant to the preparation of
model agreements, as a neces-
sary step towards the establish-
ment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone (NWFZ) in the region.

Illicit Trafficking in Nuclear
Materials.The Conference wel-
comed the Agency's activities in
the fields of prevention,
response, training and informa-
tion exchange in support of
efforts against illicit trafficking,
and supported continuing work
over the coming year in accor-
dance with relevant conclusions
of its Board of Governors. The
Conference further welcomed
the confirmation by participants
in the Denver Summit of June
1997 of their commitment to
implement the programme for
preventing and combating illicit
trafficking in nuclear material
agreed at the Moscow Nuclear
Summit in April 1996.

Nuclear, Radiation, and
Waste Safety. The Conference
adopted four resolutions to
strengthen international cooper-
ation in this field. They pertained
to the newly adopted Joint
Convention on the Safety of
Spent Fuel Management and on
the Safety of Radioactive Waste
Management; the Convention on
Nuclear Safety; the International
Initiative for the Chernobyl
Sarcophagus (the Conference
inter alia urged all States to par-
ticipate in and support the
International Chernobyl Pledging
Conference in New York in
November 1997; and the safety of
transport of radioactive materials
(the Conference requested the
IAEA to prepare for its Board of
Governors a report on legally
binding and non-binding inter-
national instruments and regula-
tions concerning the safe
transport of radioactive materials
and their implementation).

Producing Potable Water.
The Conference underlined the
urgent need for regional and
international cooperation in
helping to solve the serious
problem of potable water short-
ages. It noted that seawater
desalination using nuclear ener-
gy is technically feasible and in
general cost effective, and
requested the Agency to contin-
ue its work and consultations in
this field with interested States
and competent organizations.

Isotope Hydrology for Water
Resources Management. The
Conference requested the
Agency to continue efforts
directed towards fuller utilization
of isotope techniques for water
resources development and
management in developing
countries, including measures to
control groundwater and surface
water pollution; and to ensure
that national and international
organizations dealing directly
with water resources manage-
ment are fully informed of the
role of isotope techniques.

IAEA Budget for 1998 and
Target for Technical Co-opera-
tion Fund.The budget resolution
approved expenditures in 1998
of about US $221.4 million.The
Conference further approved the
target amount of US $71.5 mil-
lion for voluntary contributions
to the Agency's Technical Co-
operation Fund in 1998.

Representation on the IAEA
Board. In a resolution pertaining
to Article 6 of the IAEA Statute,
the Conference recognized there
is a widely held view among
Member States on the need to
expand the size and composition
of the Agency's Board of
Governors and took note of
progress achieved in this regard.
It requested the Board to submit
its report on a finalized formula
for approval by the General
Conference at its 42nd regular
session next year.
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MEASURES MEETINGS ciki.mmm

Through early October, six States
have signed to accept new safe-
guards measures approved by
the IAEA Board of Governors ear-
lier this year. The States signed
the Model Protocol additional to
safeguards agreements that
grants the IAEA complementary
legal authority to implement
strengthened safeguards mea-
sures. States signing the
Protocol so far are Armenia,
Australia, Georgia, Philippines,
Poland, and Uruguay. Two of
them, Armenia and Georgia,
have undertaken the commit-
ment to apply the Protocol pro-
visionally, pending its ratification.

A number of other States,
including Japan and Canada, as
well the European Union, have
signalled they are moving
towards acceptance of the
Protocol, IAEA Director General
Hans Blix has noted.

The Protocol embodies mea-
sures to strengthen the IAEA
safeguards system,through pro-
viding greater access for the
Agency to information about

Australia was the first State to accept the new
safeguards measures. Australian Ambassador
Lance Louis Joseph signed the additional pro-
tocol 23 September 199atlAEA headquarters
in Vienna. (Credit: Pavlkek/IAEA)

States'nuclear programmes, cur-
rent and planned. It also pro-
vides for more access to
locations. Access for IAEA
inspectors is foreseen not only
to nuclear sites but to other loca-
tions that could be relevant to
nuclear activities, such as
research or manufacturing facil-
ities; inspectors will also make
use of advanced analytical tech-
nology.

President Fidel Ramos of the Philippines (second from left) personally presented the IAEA with a
mural in September on the occasion of its 40th anniversary year. He is shown here with IAEA Director
General Hans Blix (right), Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General-Designate (left), and the artist.
The mural, entitled "Thanksgiving Pasasalamat Danksagung", was painted by Philippine artist
Manuel Baidemor and is on display in the rotunda of the Vienna International Centre. The gift was
one of several received by the Agency in commemoration of its 40th anniversary. Other gifts included
a commemorative plaque from Guatemala; a replica of a traditional Kuwaiti sailing ship from
Kuwait; and a sculptured bust of Dr. Igor Kurchatov from the Russian Federation. Also featured as
part of commemorative activities at the IAEA General Conference was anew short film, "The Nuclear
Age" produced by the by IAEA Division of Public Information. (Credit: Pavlicek/IAEA)

M Symposium on
International Safeguards
13-17 October 1997
IAEA headquarters,Vienna.

H international Conference
on Physical Protection of
Nuclear Materials:
Experience in Regulation,
Implementation and
Operations
10-14 November 1997
IAEA headquarters, Vienna.

H Symposium on Upgrading
the Fire Safety of Operating
Nuclear Power Plants
17-21 November 1997
IAEA headquarters,Vienna.

M International Conference
on Low Doses of Ionizing
Radiation: Biological Effects
and Regulatory Control
17-21 November 1997
Seville, Spain, jointly with the
World Health Organization
and in cooperation with the
United Nations Scientific
Committee on the Effects of
Atomic Radiation.

M FAO/IAEA Regional
Seminar for Latin America
on Nuclear Techniques for
Optimizing the Use of
Nutrients and Water for
Maximizing Plant Productivity
and Environment
27-31 October 1997
Piracicaba (Sao Paulo), Brazil.

H International Symposium
on Modern Trends in
Radiopharmaceuticais for
Diagnosis and Therapy
30 March-3 April 1998
Lisbon, Portugal.

Check the Meetings Calendar
pages of the IAEA's WorldAtom
Internet services for more
information and updates. The
address is http://www.iaea.org
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MARINE SCIENTISTS PLAN EXPEDITION TO NORTHWEST PACIFIC

Scientists from five countries and
the IAEA's Marine Environment
Laboratory (MEL) in Monaco are
sampling seawater at ten sites in
the northwest Pacific Ocean as
part of studies to survey and
assess levels of marine radioac-
tivity. During the scientific expe-
dition 20 October-21 November,
seawater (about 300 samples),
biota (about 50 samples) and
sediment (about 200 samples)
will be collected at depths of up
to 7000 meters over the four-
week period. All large water sam-
ples (500 liters each) will be
pretreated during the mission to
minimize the amount that has to
be shipped back to Monaco for
analysis after the expedition.The
15-member international team
will conduct the mission aboard
the leased Japanese research

vessel Bosei Maru. The team
includes scientists from Japan,
whose Science and Technology
Agency is financially supporting
the project,Germany, Republic of
Korea, India, Sweden, and MEL.
Collected samples will be ana-
lyzed by MEL and the institutes
participating in the expedition.

The expedition is part of a
five-year IAEA research project
on Worldwide Marine
Radioactivity Monitoring. It aims
to improve understanding of the
present open ocean distribution
of radionuclides, to quantify the
contribution of difference
sources which have introduced
radioactivity to the world's
oceans, and to provide new data
on marine radioactivity. The data
will be compared with that from
other international surveys so

that possible contributions from
former radioactive waste dump-
sites in the Arctic, Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans can be reviewed.

The main scientific equip-
ment for sampling seawater will
be a Rosette system and a large
volume water sampler with 500
liter containers. A special system
will be used for the measure-
ment of seawater conductivity,
temperature, and density, and
special devices will be used to
sample and analyze collected
sediments. Biota will be sampled
using plankton nets and fishing
equipment. All the necessary
equipment will be supplied by
MEL and participating institutes.
More information may be obtained
from IAEA-MEL, B.P. 800, MC 98012
Monaco Cedex; fax +37-7-9205-
7744; e-mail MEL@UNICE.FR.

STATES SIGN NEW JOINT CONVENTION
More States are signing the new
Joint Convention on the Safety
of Spent Fuel Management and
on the Safety of Radioactive
Waste Management. The Joint
Convention was adopted at a
Diplomatic Conference 5
September 1997 and opened for
signature at the IAEA General
Conference 29 September.
Through 6 October, the follow-
ing twenty-three States had
signed the agreement: United
States, United Kingdom, Sweden,
Republic of Korea, Ukraine,
Morocco, Switzerland, Hungary,
Norway, Slovenia, Kazakhstan,
France,Czech Republic, Lithuania,
Lebanon, Slovakia, Romania,
Germany, Luxembourg, Ireland,
Finland, Poland, and Indonesia.

The Joint Convention applies
to spent fuel and radioactive
waste resulting from civilian
nuclear reactors and applica-
tions. It also applies to spent fuel
and radioactive waste from mil-
itary or defense programmes if

and when such materials
are transferred perma-
nently to and managed
within exclusively civilian
programmes, or when
declared as spent fuel or
radioactive waste subject
to the Convention.
Obligations include the
establishment of a leg-
islative and regulatory
framework;the provision
of adequate resources
fnr safpiv-anri thp imnlp- For the United States, US Secretary of Energy Pena signed the
tor Satety, ana t n e imple JointComention atthelAEA General Conference.

mentation of adequate (credit:
quality assurance, radia-
tion protection and emergency
preparedness programmes.
Parties are required to take
appropriate national measures
to ensure the safety of spent fuel
and radioactive waste manage-
ment, and to report on the mea-
sures regularly at review
meetings. This peer review
process is a key mechanism for
promoting a high level of safety.
The Convention also imposes

obligations related to trans-
boundary movement of spent
fuel and radioactive waste; and
to the safe management of dis-
used radiation sources.

The Joint Convention will
enter into force ninety days after
twenty-five States, including fifteen
that have an operational nuclear
power plant, have deposited their
instruments of ratification, accep-
tance, or approval with the IAEA.
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TRILATERAL INITIATIVE: VERIFYING EX-WEAPONS MATERIAL

Minister of Atomic Energy of the
Russian Federation, Viktor
Mikhailov, Secretary of Energy of
the United States, Federico Pena,
and IAEA Director Hans Blix met
in Vienna on 30 September 1997
to review the progress made
over the last year in the "Trilateral
Initiative" to consider practical
measures for the application of
IAEA verification to weapon-ori-
gin fissile materials.

The Trilateral Initiative was
launched by Minister Mikhailov,
Director General Blix, and then-
Secretary of Energy Hazel
O'Leary at their 17 September
1996 meeting. The aim of the ini-
tiative was to fulfill the commit-
ments made by Presidents
Clinton and Yeltsin concerning
IAEA verification of weapon-ori-
gin fissile materials and to com-
plement their commitments
regarding the transparency and
irreversibility of nuclear arms
reductions.

At their 1996 meeting, the
three parties established a Joint
Group to consider the various
technical, legal, and financial
issues associated with IAEA ver-
ification of relevant fissile mate-
rials. The group is seeking to
define verification measures that
could be applied at Russia's
Mayak Fissile Material Storage
Facility when it is commissioned
and at one or more United States
facilities where identified
weapon-origin fissile materials
removed from defense programs
will be submitted for verification.

The group met on five occa-
sions during the past year, in
Washington, Moscow, and
Vienna. In addition, the United
States hosted Russian and IAEA
experts at the Hanford,
Washington and Rocky Flats,
Colorado plutonium storage
sites and at Argonne National
Laboratory-West in Idaho in
November 1996. The Russian
Federation hosted Director

General Blix and IAEA
staff at the Mayak stor-
age facility in August
1997.

In its deliberations,
the group has addressed
the scope and purpose
of IAEA verification; the
locations, types, and
amounts of weapon-ori-
gin fissile material potentially
subject to IAEA verification; tech-
nologies that might be capable
of performing verification and
monitoring objectives without
disclosing sensitive information;
and options for funding and pro-
viding a legal framework for IAEA
verification measures.The group
also identified milestones for
future work.

In looking forward to next
year's activities, Minister Mikhailov
invited the United States and the

IAEA to send experts to Mayak to
consider facility-specific mea-
sures. Secretary Pena invited the
IAEA and the Russian Federation
to send experts to the Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory on
December 1-5, 1997 for a joint
demonstration of verification and
monitoring technologies.

Minister Mikhailov, Secretary
Pena, and Director General Blix
agreed that the three principals
would meet to review progress
in September 1998.

NUCLEAR LIABILITY REGIME STRENGTHENED

States are taking significant steps
forward in improving the liability
regime for nuclear damage.
Through 6 October, eight States
had signed the newly adopted
Protocol to Amend the Vienna
Convention on Civil Liability —
Ukraine, Morocco, Hungary,
Lithuania, Lebanon, Romania,
Poland, and Indonesia — and
eight States had signed the
Convention on Supplementary
Compensation — United States,
Ukraine, Morocco, Lithuania,
Lebanon, Romania, Australia,
Poland,and Indonesia.

The new legal instruments
were adopted in September 1997
at a Diplomatic Conference in
Vienna. The Protocol sets the
possible limit of the operator's
liability at not less than 300 mil-
lion Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs); an amount roughly
equivalent to US $400 million.
The Convention defines addi-
tional amounts to be provided

through contributions by States
Parties on the basis of installed
nuclear capacity and the UN rate
ofassessment.lt is an instrument
to which all States may adhere
regardless of whether they are
parties to any existing nuclear lia-
bility conventions or have nuclear
installations on their territories.

The Protocol contains inter alia
a better definition of nuclear dam-
age (now also addressing the con-
cept of environmental damage
and preventive measures), extends
the geographical scope of the
Vienna Convention,and extends
the period during which claims
may be brought for loss of life and
personal injury. It also provides
for jurisdiction of coastal States
over actions incurring nuclear
damage during transport.Taken
together, the two instruments
should substantially enhance the
global framework for compen-
sation well beyond that foreseen
by existing Conventions.

A storage facility being built near
Ozyarsk, Russia will house material
from dismantled nuclear weapons.
President Yelstin has said the IAEA
will be asked to verify that this
material is not reused for weapons.
Recently Director General Blix (left)
and senior IAEA officers met with
Russian officials and visited with
construction site.
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BRIEFLY NOTED...

• Radiation Conference. Issues of radiation
safety are among those being examined at an
international conference being organized in Brazil
in October. The Brazilian Nuclear Energy
Commission (CNEN) is convening the"lnternational
Conference on the Radiological Accident in Goiania
-Ten Years Later" 26-31 October 1997. More
information is available from CNEN, Rua General
Severiano, 90-sala 402, CEP: 22.294-900 Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. The facsimile is +55-21-295-1745.

• New Appointment. The IAEA has announced
the appointment of Mr. Hans Christian Cars, of
Sweden, as Director of the Division of General
Services, effective 17 November 1997. He succeeds
Mr.Wim Breur of the Netherlands.
• Silver for RCA. States are marking the 25th
anniversary of cooperation through the Agency's
Regional Cooperative Agreement (RCA) for
Research, Development, and Training Related to
Nuclear Science and Technology in Asia and the
Pacific. Seventeen countries in the region now are
RCA members, and they carried out 21 operational
projects and provided training to over 300 participants
during 1996, in areas of food and agriculture,
health care, industry, and environmental protection.
• Nuclear Safeguards. States are putting into
place improved measures to support efforts against
proliferation of nuclear weapons. At the IAEA's
Symposium on International Safeguards, Director
General Hans Blix surveyed developments and
challenges in the verification field, from political

and technical perspectives. The symposium, held
10-14 October at IAEA headquarters, was attended
by experts from the IAEA and its Member States as
well as organizations involved in safeguards
research and support activities. The text of the Director
General's statement is accessible through the IAEA's
WoridAtom Internet services at http://www.iaea.org.
• INIS Milestones. The IAEA's International Nuclear
Information System (INIS) has added the two
millionth bibliographic record to its database of
literature related to the peaceful applications of
nuclear science and technology. INIS has also
announced a new CD-ROM product that provides
the full text of non-conventional literature in its
database, including conference papers, patents,theses,
and research and development reports,for example.
More information about INIS is available through its
home page at http://www.iaea. org/programmes/inis

• Malta Joins. Malta officially became the 126th
Member State of the IAEA on 29 September 1997
during the IAEA General Conference. The
Conference also approved the membership of
Burkina Faso, which will take effect once the
country deposits the necessary legal instruments
. • Austria Symposium. On the occasion of the
IAEA's 40th anniversary, the Austrian Federal
Government and the Agency convened a high-
level symposium in Vienna 20 October that focused
on the IAEA's future development. Speakers
included senior officials from Austria, South Africa,
India, France, USA, Russia, and the IAEA.

NEW IAEA BOOKS

• Two books covering the Agency's forty year history
are among the new IAEA publications issued recently:
History of the International Atomic Energy Agency:
The First Forty Years, by David Fischer. The book
reviews the IAEA's development in the context of
nuclear and global developments from the time of US
President Eisenhower's "Atoms for Peace" proposal.
Mr. Fischer is a distinguished author who took part
in the negotiation of the IAEA's Statute in 1954-56
and served on the IAEA's Preparatory Commission.
From 1957-82, he served at the Agency in various
senior capacities, including Assistant Director
General and as consultant to the Director General.
International Atomic Energy Agency, Personal
Reflections. A companion to Mr. Fischer's history,

this book is a collection of essays from 25
distinguished scientists, diplomats, and
international officials who were involved in the
establishment and subsequent work of the IAEA.
• IAEA Yearbook 1997. The latest edition of the
Agency's Yearbook reviews major programmes and
activities. It includes feature articles on the IAEA's
development, in commemoration of its 40th
anniversary year; the changes introduced to
strengthen the safeguards system; and the use of
isotope techniques to study climate variations and
processes.

Information about these books may be obtained from
the Agency's Division of Publications (e-mail:
sales.publications@iaea.org)
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