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ABSTRACT
The basis for the selection of solvents for prints and coatings since the 1960's has been
influenced by the recognition that the evaporation of solvents from these products to the
atmosphere contributes to the problem of "smog", a weather condition which caused eye
and nose irritation.
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In Ghana, and for that matter in some parts of Africa, the relative environmental impart
of paints and coatings are not taken into account during their formulation.

The Volatile Organic Matter Content (VOC) of some locally manufactured solvent-based
paints have been investigated. The studies indicate that only 20% of these paints and
coatings have acceptable limit of VOC as specified by the USA Environmental PiX)tection
Agency.
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ABSTRACT
The heavy metals in the sediment of the Densu reservoir was determined using
Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis. In all, about twenty-seven elements were
identified to be present in the river sediment. Of all the metals determined, iron was found
to have the highest concentration with a maximum value of 17.208g/kg and a minimum
of 10.815g/kg dry weight, other macro elements identified were Na, K, Ca and Cl. The
concentration of most of the metals were higher before the major rains than : ' the
rains. Though baseline data for heavy rnetals in sediment is not available the values
obtained were higher then normal suggesting some form of heavy netal pollution in the
reservoir.


