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POLITICAL ASPECTS OF NON-PROLIFERATION

INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIANS FOR THE PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR
(IPPNW) IN EUROPE AND THE DISSEMINATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS
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EeponeucKue epanu 3a npedomepaiqenue ndepuoit BOUHU

International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) was founded in 1980 by American and
Russian physicians under Co-Presidents Bernard Lown (USA) and Evgeni Chazov (USSR) because of their concern
regarding the danger of nuclear weapons and the arms race. In 1985 IPPNW was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
recognition of its work in informing both public opinion and the authorities of the consequences of nuclear war on
health. At present IPPNW represents 200,000 physicians in 85 countries.

European affiliates of IPPNW work together under the European Vice-President who is Abraham Behar,
Professor of Nuclear Medicine and President of the French affiliate AMFPGN (Association des Medecins Francais pour
la Prevention de la Guerre Nucleaire). Kazakstan has its own IPPNW affiliate, which is presided by Professor SaTm
Balmukhanov, Assistant Director of the Institute of Oncology of Almaty, the Vice-President being Professor Tolegen
Raisov, Rector of the Institute of Medicine of Semipalatinsk.

In May 1990, a congress was organised in Almaty by the Nevada-Semey Movement and IPPNW to demand an
end to nuclear testing in the area. This request was granted by the President of the Republic M. Norsultan Nazarbai'ev
the following year. From the contacts made at that meeting grew the French affiliate's scientific research programme led
by Professeur Chenal in co-operation with our colleagues in Kazakstan. It is because of the emotion felt on visits to
Kazakstan and the information gathered on these occasions that I have been able to speak at the headquarters of
UNESCO in Paris at a ceremony to commemorate the centenary of Moukhtar Aouezov organised by the government of
Kazakstan.

This conference, organised by the Academy of Science of Kazakstan, is of the utmost importance because of the
dangerous evolution of current events as regards peace. Kazakstan, which is the fourth largest nuclear power has
decided to match its deeds to its words and not to have recourse to these arms of mass destruction and to help stop their
dissemination by drawing the attention of governments, the media and the population to the danger they represent.

The problem of the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons is of great concern to physicians because of their
professional interest in the life and health of the population. It is for this reason that we have studied and published
articles on the effects of nuclear weapons, the consequences of nuclear weapon production and testing and demanded
their abolition. Unfortunately we can at present observe their dissemination, both vertical and horizontal, in Europe and
in the world. July 2nd marked the beginning of a series of nuclear tests in Nevada in direct violation of Article VI of the
Treaty of Non-Proliferation.

Horizontal dissemination by means of the extension of NATO to the boundaries of Russia at the instigation of
the USA with the support of European governments, some of which even wish to accelerate the process. This extension
was initiated on July 8 in Madrid with the adhesion of the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary. Further extensions are
foreseen and even include Baltic States. It should be remembered that the deployment of nuclear weapons is part of the
NATO agreement and this has not been modified since the end of the Cold War. Thus the former boundary between two
blocs would be moved eastwards causing renewed international tension.

The IPPNW affiliate of the CIS organised a congress in Moscow last April. The declaration of the Chief of the
Russian Defence Council, General Klimenko, to our delegation on April 18th was clear : in view of the new threat of the
extension of NATO to Eastern Europe, Russia is no longer willing to take any initiative towards the abolition of nuclear
weapons. This opinion is shared by the Douma, which is quite comprehensible in view of the great pressure on Russia of
having American nuclear weapons almost on its doorstep.

IPPNW is part of the Abolition 2000 campaign which is working towards the abolition of nuclear weapons for
the year 2 000. The American and European initiative regarding the extension of NATO will ruin all hopes of this.
Although public opinion was greatly influenced by the decision taken by the President of the French Republic to resume
nuclear testing in the Pacific in 1995, it is not yet aware of the danger of the extension of NATO and has been lulled into
a false sense of well-being by the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty signed in New York in 1996. It is therefore the duty
of physicians all over Europe to preserve the population from these new threats and the vast military expenditure they
represent to the detriment of health and education.
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