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SUMMARY

Over the past ten years ANSTO has evolved into a forward thinking, proactive nuclear science and
technology Organisation. Its vision for the future is " for nuclear science and technology to be accepted as
benefiting all Australians and for ANSTO to be acknowledged as the premier nuclear science and technology
organisation within the Asia Pacific Region". To strive toward this vision requires ANSTO to continue to
develop its nuclear-based infrastructure, develop new knowledge in areas where nuclear science and
technology has the potential for generating future socio-economic benefits and to use existing knowledge and
know-how to deliver quality services and products to our customers for effective management of a wide range
of scientific, industrial, environmental and medical problems.

The recent positive announcement by Government to replace HIFAR with a modern facility will enable
ANSTO to plan to achieve this vision with renewed vigour and determination. ANSTO was formed in April
1987 when the ANSTO Act 1987 replaced the provisions of the Atomic Energy Act (1953). The Act
provided the basis for the development of nuclear science and technology for many years ahead. In the
foreword to the first Annual Report under the ANSTO name, the then Chairman, Professor Collins, stated.
\ldblquote The AAEC regarded itself as principally a research and development organisation, hi contrast,
ANSTO now has four parallel activities, each with its own justification: the conduct of research and
development, the provision of expert technical advice, the operation of national nuclear facilities and the
commercial marketing of products and services.

hi the ten years which have elapsed, ANSTO has continued to review and evaluate what it does and how it
does it. At the end of its first decade, it has enhanced the productivity from its research and development
activities, received a positive evaluation on the impact that the application of this knowledge is having on the
minerals and other industrial sectors, and focussed its research and development into a few areas where
substantial teams of ANSTO staff, working cooperatively with staff from universities, other national
organisations and industry, can get to the future first and have significant impact.

ANSTO's effort in the provision of expert technical advice to Government and industry has grown as has the
quality and quantity of services and products it provides nationally. Our predictions for the future are for
further substantial growth in the demand for our specialised services and products, and strategies to become
a regional supplier have been formulated. With regard to the development of facilities there have been
substantial developments over the last decade. The Australian National Tandem Accelerator for Applied
Research (ANTARES) has been developed to the stage that it is now providing world class measurement
capabilities and a new heavy ion microprobe is being added to enhance the instrument\rquote s capabilities.
The Cyclotron and associated radioisotope production facilities have been commissioned and further products
are planned from this facility. A unique secondary ion mass spectrometer has been installed and is widely
used by ANSTO and the member universities of AINSE. Access to second and third generation synchrotron
light sources is now being provided for researchers across Australia through an ANSTO managed program.
The use of the reactor has continued to diversify and world class diffractometers have been installed.



Over the next eight years, as the replacement reactor project proceeds, further instruments will be developed
so that in ten years time Australia will have a leading edge medium flux reactor facility with world class
capability in selected areas of neutron science and be an acknowledged regional centre, particularly in cold
neutron science.

No review of the past or view to the future would be complete without reference to the changes that have
occurred within the Organisation and in our external relations. Today there is good cooperation across
ANSTO, with cross-divisional teams formed to achieve desired outcomes becoming the norm. The
organisation is also working to position itself in the community as a responsible neighbour to nearby
residents, a responsible citizen within the Shire and a premier science and technology organisation renowned
nationally and internationally.
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