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NEW TRENDS IN WATERSHED MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION

What is a watershed? How do we protect the landscape in which we live? Who has the
responsibility to protect the natural environment in which we live? I believe that it is
necessary for MGOs. Local governments, and local citizens to co-operate together to solve
the environmental problems that are currently being faced in communities throughout
Slovakia. I would like to present some new environmental technologies by showing
restoration projects that are currently being implemented in the eastern United States that
require this co-operation for successful implementation. The environmental technologies
that will be discussed include the use of existing or constructed wetlands to treat surface
and groundwater impacted in contaminants from various sources. The main goal of these
type of projects are to provide a low-cost and effective treatment for existing pollution
problems. Many of these projects are initiated by civic associations / or NGOs / that
wanted to improve the state of environment in their area. Because everyone has the
responsibility to a clean environment in which they live, NGOs, state government,
business, and local citizens worked closely together to solve problems in their watersheds.

These projects are only examples of what is being done in the United States. However,
I would also like to discuss what projects exist in eastern Slovakia, and others that could
be started in Slovakia that improve relationships between MGOs and the state and local
government, involve citizen in the environmental decision-making process, with the
ultimate goal to improve water quality in the Danube watershed in the future. There are
several environmental technologies that can be applied to improve the water quality of
rivers throughout the Danube watershed, such as the treatment of wastewater using
wetlands vegetation, and treatment of acid-mine drainage.

In April 1996, NGO People and Water in co-operation with the village governments of
the Upper Torysa River watershed started the project Villages for the 3rd millennium in
the Carpathian Euro-Region. One of the main goals of this project is to introduce new
environmental technologies in the rural communities of the Upper Torysa River area.
Since people trust their eyes more than their ears. It is important to initiate practical, pilot
projects to convince citizens and governments that these low-cost, effective technologies
are applicable in Slovakia and in Central and Eastern Europe.
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