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3. Ecological problem no. 1 on Daugava is pollution, because Daugava is the main
resource of fresh water for 70 % of Latvina population. Problem no 2 is connected with
safety of banks of Baltic sea, because 24 mljn. t. sand Daugava leaves on the bottom of
artificial dames, not on sea cost. Problem no 3 is loosing of recreative function of river
and Daugava landscapes. Problem no. 4 - lack of Daugav monitoring system. In 1989,
when after catastrophe on Bielorussia chemical combinat in Novopolock river was
polluted with 5 tons of cyanide. Latvia get know about it only after observing of death
fishes in our territory. Other problem is Ignalina nuclear power plant in Lithuania -
30 km from banks of Daugava.

4. What to do?

One of possibilities is destroying of damns, but it is unreal. Now in Latvia are founded
Fund of Daugava, which unite all selfgovernments, which are settled near the river. Fund
of Daugava, supported by State, have a special recreative programme. Ministry of
Environment of Latvia are working on Daugava monitoring system introducing. There
are some plans together with Scandinavian countries to built new water cleaning stations.
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PHILOSOPHY OF RIVER PROBLEMS: LOCAL TO REGIONAL, STATIC TO MOBILE.

According to the statistics, thirteen of the twenty-five major river basins in Europe are
basins of transboundary rivers. The Danube river basin is the largest transboundary river
basin in Europe. Almost in each case the local and regional problems arise, like division
of fishing rights (or rights on river beds), right to claim tolls on navigation,-how to adjust
boundaries if the channel moves, or rights to claim duty on crossing the river, or to build
bridges, weirs, etc. All the above problems on a larger scale include also rights of non-
contiguous lands (i.e. not fronting on the river) to use the river for navigation, for passage
of migrating fish, to exploit river (e.g. bed sediments) with or without damage by one
country or society to another below. Similarly, pollution and large-scale removal of water,
are problems on regional or national levels. Disputes usually arise from the above, more
or less exacerbated by their superimposition or other non-river problems, e.g. religion,
politics, historical issues, recent agression, relative prosperity, expanding economy vs.
contrasting economy. May be cause or consequence of many of these. And somewhere
here is likely the case of Gabii°kovo on Danube between Slovakia and Hungary, as well.
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