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AN AUTONOMOUS ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY FOR THE CARPATHIAN

Basin: A Theoretical Approach

UN documents are unanimous in calling for regional co-operation in environmental
policy to avoid the further unnecessary pollution and degradation of the environment.
The Carpathian (or Pannon) Basin provides an excellent opportunity for a very special
kind of co-operation. The basin's river systems, climatic conditions, weather patterns,
fauna and flora closely interact rendering this region a unique geographical and
environmental unit. Recently a variety of interests and counter-interests have surfaced
among the states with territories inside the basin Hungary and Slovakia lie entirely within
the basin; Romania, Yugoslavia, and Croatia only partially, while peripheral areas of
Austria, Slovenia, and the Ukraine touch the basin. The various environmental factors
may transfer the environmental risks from one country to the other inside the basin.
Probably the single most important prerequisites for effective co-operation among the
countries of the basin is the recognition of common interests in, and acceptance of
responsibility for, a clean and sustainable environment that is, an acceptance on the part
of the countries concerned what might be called "collective regional responsibility". First
steps in this direction might be the establishment of an information system, a data bank,
common standards for water quality management, a unified clean air policy, co-ordinated
regulations on truck transit, transfer and storage of hazardous wastes and so on tailored
to the needs of the basin.

Today, numerous barriers exist to the development of such an autonomous policy,
and it is only in the long-term that these will be overcome. Breaking down these barriers
should also promote general trust and goodwill among the countries of the Basin.
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PRESENT ACTIVITIES OF THE DANUBE ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMME

The international character of the Danube river basin reflects among others aspects also
the importance and the need of international co-operation at various levels. The response
of this need has been expressed by the formation of different international commissions
and organisations in the basin, covering mainly technical but in the recent time also the
environmental interests of the riparian states.
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The Danube countries, several G-24 governments, as well as international and
nongovernmental organisations decided in the autumn of 1991 to start the Environmental
Programme for the Danube River Basin (EPDRB) and form the Danube Task Force. A joint
Programme work plan was agreed by the Task Force in February 1992, thereby launching
a series of priority projects designed to built environmental co-operation among the
Danube countries. The main objective was to establish an operational basis for strategic
and integrated management of the Danube river basin environment.

The planning and working documents, which were outlining the activities within the
EPDRB are the Strategic Action Plan (SAP-1994) and the Strategic Action Plan
Implementation Programme (SIP-1996). These documents frame the works of the 13 Tasks
of the Applied Research Programme, Sub-Groups and Working-Groups of the Accident
Emergency Warning System, Monitoring, Laboratories and Information Management and
Data Management as well as the 12 major areas of work, divided in Groups and Clusters,
each of which will involve projects to be carried out in a number of Danube countries. All
activities are oriented to the improvement of the environment, however special attention
is paid to tasks dealing with biodiversity, wetlands restoration, water and soil protection.

The main funding, which is secured until the year 2000 comes from the Danube
countries, the EU Phare and Tacis programmes, the UN GEF, international banks and
foundations.
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THE ECOLOGICAL EDUCATIONS IS THE KEY OF THE SURVIVAL

One of the main prerequisites of nature conservation and man's survival is the new
philosophy of living, based on ecological principles and the man's modified attitude to
nature of which he is a part. To disseminate the ecological awareness that everything in
nature is interdependent and interconnected, ecological education of all the people is
indispensable, as well as their active participation in decision making as regards the
development, environmental protection and the future of the Planet. Environmental
education is a multiannual process, it requires a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary
approach, the introduction of the ecological principle into the educational process from
the primary level towards to university, education of educators and the establishment of
the institution which will co-ordinate the programmes of ecological education throughout
the education process, but also noninstitutional, towards the target groups, together with
mass media information, so special and indispensable by its scope and influence. Key
words: environmental protection, ecological education, environmental awareness.


