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Abstract - The Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, or CRCPD, was 
formed by state radiation control programs, and exists to serve the needs of and provide 
a resource to these programs. One of the fundamental requirements of a radiation 
control program is the ability to accurately and reliably make radiation measurements.
The CRCPD has a continuing commitment to promoting measurement quality assurance 
(MQA) in several areas, including having an accreditation program for calibration 
laboratories. As the needs of radiation control programs in the area of MQA increase, 
the CRCPD will also increase its activities in this area.

The Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, or CRCPD, was established in 1968 by 
state radiation control programs in the United States. The CRCPD is composed of radiation control 
program directors and staff, and other individuals who have an interest in'the activities and goals of 
the organization. The primary purpose of the CRCPD is to provide coordination of, and guidance to, 
state and local governments on issues concerning radiation protection. The CRCPD also serves as a 
resource for technological information for radiation control programs.

The broad objectives of the CRCPD include promoting radiological health in all aspects, promoting 
uniformity of radiation control laws and regulations, encouraging and supporting programs that 
contribute to radiation control, assisting the membership in their technical work and development, and 
exercising leadership with radiation control professionals and consumers in radiation control 
development and action.

Obviously, one of the fundamental requirements of any radiation control program that protects the 
public from unnecessary or excessive radiation exposure is the ability to accurately and reliably make 
radiation measurements. The measurements that are made by the radiation control programs have the 
potential for seriously impacting the work of major industries, health care facilities, and academic 
institutions. Therefore, it is imperative that state and local health physicists be able to make radiation 
measurements with properly calibrated instruments, and maintain a certain level of MQA.
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The CRCPD has a continuing commitment to promoting MQA on a nationwide basis. To fulfill this 
commitment, the Conference provides guidance and support for the MQA process at several levels. 
Training courses are offered to state and local inspectors in special sessions and as part of an annual 
conference on radiation control. The Conference has also established a Committee on Ionizing 
Measurements that supports and promotes MQA. This Committee publishes a document entitled 
"Ionizing Radiation Measurement Criteria for Regulatory Purposes," which guides regulatory staff in 
selecting appropriate instruments for the type and energy range of radiation to be measured. 
Calibration, traceability, measurement precision, accuracy, and uncertainty are also discussed in detail 
to assist the inspectors in establishing and improving quality assurance for their measurements.

The major focus of the Conference on MQA, however, has been on the establishment of an 
accreditation program for state calibration laboratories. Several state calibration laboratories were 
developed in the late 1970s and early 1980s. The Conference then began an accreditation program 
similar to other accrediting bodies, such as the Health Physics Society and the American Association 
of Physicists in Medicine. The laboratory accreditation program is currently an active program, and 
will continue to ensure that state and local radiation control programs have access to laboratories 
offering traceable instrument calibrations.

The future direction of the Conference with respect to MQA will probably prove to be quite 
interesting. As regulatory responsibility in the area of radiation control increases, the needs of the 
states in ensuring MQA will also increase. The Conference is considering establishing an 
accreditation program for state and local environmental laboratories. Other future activities that the 
Conference will be involved in include greater interaction with the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) for the exchange of technological information between NIST and Conference 
members, promoting the establishment of a national standard for the calibration of instruments used in 
mammographic energy ranges, promoting the use of National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation 
Program approved dosimetry processors, and promoting greater use of the national standards and 
references available through NIST. Through these efforts, the CRCPD hopes to improve the level of 
MQA currently existing in state and local radiation control programs.
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